ﬁlﬂl %Tﬂ ?'n“ EIHF'I ISSN : 2321-8037

ZT AT, ST S FUTE § TEE July-August 2025
Wi, o, Sl view simteia i Volume 13, Issue 7-8

_ Bina mmahM

SANGA

AN INTERNATIONAL MULTI DISCIPLINARY MONTHLY MULTI LANGUAGE
PEER REVIEWED REFEREED RESEARCH JOURNAL

UGC Valid Joumal (The Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part I, Section 4, Dated July 2018)

o R = e "
"__T-"-__—'_‘—w_‘__- el

Editor: Chief-Editor :
Dr. Rekha Soni #=~  Dr. Naresh Sihag Adv.



QTC‘W?T SANGAM

coHikf'id cgfo'

Wodk lefir vrji'vi; eifld

ILFkid IEikndk 4
Lefr "K'k

ANINTERNATIONALMULTIDISCIPLINARY MONTHLY MULTI
LANGUAGE PEER REVIEWED REFEREED RESEARCH JOURNAL

ILFkid 1j{d ¥
Lefr "K'k

Mk fo*odhfr www.ginajournal.com Ji gjfole dey pi/ji
o'k 4 13 vd | 7&8 (1) tykb&vxLr 2025 vib,1,1,u %
I
l%k%gk&PB (" Tyigidlij 1fefr (Advisory Committee) |
Mk J

fi{kk foHkx] VKV;k fofo]
Jhxxkuxj&335001 (Jkt-)
1/ku IElknd ¥

Mk ujk flgkx MokdV
Ifpo] xhu "/ 1LFku]
fHkokuh (gfj,k kk)

ekxn®fu %
Mk jitEUn: xknkjk
Jixxkuxj] JrELFkuA

M 1j&ir flg dLok
xxkuxj] JhELFIkuA

Mk y{eh Tl
f=tHkou fo-fo- dkBek.MA

Me 1V pi/jh
yDpjj] byDViuDI

M dE;fud*ku]

1jdijh 1kyViDud dkyt i(j
xY1] 1fV;kyl] 1tkcA

Jh J"B pi/iji]

Ihfu;j eutj]

LVV cd vki( bfM;K]

Ikfgctknk vftr flg uxj]
kyf] ithcA

diuut Tykgdkj 4

Mk jkeily nyky ,MokdV]
Jhert zfiln dikj] ,modv

M- By{k-k vgylor
vxth ioDri] ik foHiix

ug (gfj;k-k)

M- v:. .k vpy
ckck eLrulFk forofo|ky;]
jigrd (gfjizk.k)

Mk- 1 "y

pk/Zjh clhyky foofo|ky;] fHkokunA

M- vYTuk “kek
vib, , Ib fo'ofoky; jnkj"igj
M- fot; egino xiM
clkck lkge fpry egifo]ky;
fHkyoMh (egkjk'V)

Mk yrk ,1- 1kfVy
jktho xk/h ci,M diyt
/kjoM (dukvd)

M- Jhuk dekjh
n'ke'k xYl dikyt]
vYyk cD*l] edfj;k] itkcA
Jh gkd "k "kdj Hikjrh
;OUA
Jh gejkt Uskiku
uikyA
Mk eerk rutk
vclkgj] 1thch
Mk- fi;dk [kMyoky
Cjk.K] JreELFikuA
M- Inhi

vie fo"ofo]ky;] fglkjA

ik e/ chyk
jkedh; efgyk egifo|ky;] fglkjA

Mk ih;" dekj fron
Ttxnx: jkeHnkpk; fnl;kx
fo"ofoky;] fp=kdV] mUkjin"k

Mk gokflg <kdk
jkedh; egifo]ky ;] fguneydiv]
Jhxxkuxj (JFELFkU)

Mk- ekufllg nfg;k
ILdr 10Drk] f*k{k foHkx gfj;k.kk
M ™ ke
VKV ;k fo"ofoky;]
Jhxxkuxj (JFELFku)

Mk ekfguh nfg;k
ekrh thrkeh dusk egifoky;]
Ijrx< (JrELFiku)

M- ennfLLkj vgen HVV
fgunh foHkx]
drefj fo"ofo|ky; Jhuxj] d'elj

M- Ihgp oh egky{et
Ihgp , IMh, BVh Fij Bk efgyk
egifoky;] ,y:] vi/Z in%

M ekjo ji'iu d-

; UkbfVM fdxMeA
M- vuiek] io ikiQlj]
vdijk fo*ofo/ky ;] vdijk] vVdh

Mk- wkj-d fookl

ve;{k giE;kifFkd] WKkfV;K] fo-fo-

1di*kd] Lokeh ,0 end Mk uj’k flg x] MokdV u equkou filve] Ij
chtj] fHotun I Niokdj 202] jiuk g

fIx CIM] fHkok

kel LV.M i) usk

Ui&127021 (gfjzhk) 1 i fd:

AH

FallS -3 2025 (1)

(2)




QT@DT SANGAM

cgHikftd cgfo' "W/ dk lefir vrji'v

AN INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY MONTHLY MULTI
LANGUAGE PEER REVIEWED REFEREED RESEARCH JOURNAL

(Journal of Literature, Arts, Science, Commerece, Culture, Humanities and Social Sciences)

“f‘a‘: Ixe elfld ifddk e idif'ir jpuvi@y[ik di elfydrk dk nif;Uo Lo;
31. siver fargror wediae jputdiji@y[tdk dk gA mIl IEiind o 1di*id dk Iger gk k vio®;d ugh

202, gero grafior s, | follh Hi idlj o fooin giu ij Uk {= dloy fHolut (gfj;Li) g
Rraraft-127021 (gfamomy | MEinu vij ic/u d IHi in ik :i I vorfud gA

Email : gmgobwn@gmail.com
Y. 09466532152

Published by :

Gugan Ram Educational & Social Welfare Society (Regd.)
202, Old Housing Board,

Bhiwani-127021 (Haryana) INDIA

Email : grsbohal@gmail.com

Facebook.com/bohalshodhmanjusha

Website : www.bohalsm.blogspot.com
WhatsApp : 9466532152

All Right Reserved by Publisher & Editor

Price

Individual/Institutional : 1300/-

Disclaimer : 1. Printing, Editing, Selling and distribution of this Journal is absolutely honorary and

non-commercial.

2. All the Cheque/Bank Draft/IPO should be sent in the name of Gugan Ram Educational
& Social Welfare Society payable at Bhiwani.

3. Articles in this journal do not reflect the Views or Policies of the Editor's or the Publisher's.
Respective authors are responsible for the originally of their views/opinions expressed in
their articles.

4. All dispute will be Subject to Bhiwani, Hry. Jurisdication only.

Printed by : Manbhawan Printers, Old Bus Stand Road, Naya Bazar, Bhiwani (Hry.)

AH GIells -3 2025 (1) (3)




Impact Factor : 7.834 ISSN : 2321-8037

Peer Reviewed & Refereed Research Journal

International Journal of Literature, Arts, Culture, Humanities and Social Sciences
UGC Valid Journal (The Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part lll, Section 4, Dated July 2018)

Publisher : Gugan Ram Educational & Social Welfare Society (Regd.)

50 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART III—SEC. 4]

- 2
Aelorep / T &d D TMAT 2 Awfdaer 3R weidaay & Rl & forg eriwvmed

(arepere fRiete! X1 URgd |l OR ARG BIAT AT, Si: Hdreml & uia, aRae  Wighy o3, Rvafdarey gr o
STINT T R FA0T T4, U T der dadl el ok Wieft w3, el @ fredt suf s fer o

<9l T3 gt )
P | dfores P— fasm,/  afita/ aTST / A / delt /
. e ¥/ fferear / qg—ﬁm?mmﬁﬁ fasi/
fasTm W e /e TRe
e/ affsa / weem e
/ HHEE e |HIer Srrdl favafdenerd e ST | 08 ufd U 10 9feT o
R R E IR

2 |voRE (Y uE @ Atk )
(@) foredl 7§ gwre, fog feaa & g1 wai
fomar T

SENER AN 12 12
N JHTeTD 10 10
wuifed Qs | A 05 05
SRS HHRID gRT RIS S AUGH 10 10
I YebTeIh §NT QD BT GUD 08 08

(@) Irg "™ gRT WA SR faqeh el #
g o

eIy JyqT I A 03 03
08 08

TP
3 | & AreEw W Rew g s, R wre
3R fawaeg &1 goid @ Y 3R TAAE areusmET

3R ureT=t &1 fas
() At srEETe BT A 05 05
(@) 7= UTcRrEAl 3N UTGRIBAT &I AN BT 02 Ui UTGRRRIT / UIGIh® | 02 Ufe TRt/ UTGeIhA

¢ 202, Old Housing Board, Bhiwani, Haryana-127021
@ www.bohalsm.blogspot.com M grsbohal@gmail.com § 8708822674 ® 9466532152

ASH S - 3B 2025 (1) (4)



3TeIshaTTOrepT

®. e [LICLY L)
1.  GedHIT 1. 3T St 07-08
2. fRfeer s 3 yfaefaa RS arco-aifder e

‘RS UAT FATCH ofd gaTe 09-17
3. oo urafdre franeg o1d o1& gl & wwrs e Teret g,

gt Rrere a7 et usna o offdrem o srergrer ST siqpafar et 18-22
4. TroredTe i Ieg Rrard (Sider) Seoronel v geae

<eiter RRafd (The pathetic condition of unemployed

Colleges teachers in Rajasthan is very bad) Sunita Nehra 23-28
5. aAfgersit & aronfos-snfes ulRade arer

TIe-31a Arerarsit ot afdrer AT FATE 29-35
6. One Nation, One Election: A Comprehensive

Analysis of Simultaneous Polls in India Dr. Madhu Thawani 36-44
7. FEIeAT AirdY & gefar & fafde smemer PIAG orof 45-52

From Fabric to Frame : Decoding the Costume Devanshi Mehta,

Craftin Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Cinema K. Ravi Kumar 53-59
9. ‘wearé Rysiter : framg & uit & 7P A s

dorardt et o Tad uT. ieTeT Agar 60-68
10. BIHODO £y B EghoerS” I reh g,

P35 22E, PO He¥yd0 &, . $0° §€3 69-74
11. smRd & v Ifter Afy o @magrfar

Feasibility of Fiscal Policy of India 3. T O}, sTRgo 75-82
12. oTRA F FTFAIIPIE Cd gfeser wored 1. o wraf 83-88
13. ety Hofta o sfterer wa e 1. f Bram 89-91
14. Comparative Study of Light Intensity Distribution P. Satya Phani Kumar*,

from CFL, LED, and Mobile Flashlight Using a S. Suresh,

Lux Meter D. Naresh, T. Aravind 92-98
15. 3 gur & Iuceret 7 Rifda wfer arst o

Rmror sie 3aer armfoe od 1. e s 99-103
ASTH S - 3B 2025 (1) (5)



16. it sifdwrar o1 Ty : fBeraredT & v weof i TruTesT. & 104-106
17. offar efer 3 farfga Afdre aanfagre FoETe Her 107-109
18. The Feminine Divine in Khajuraho : A Study of

Apsarases and Their Association with Fecundity,

Beauty, and Love Dr. Sudhakar Deo 110-115
19. From Fortune to Freedom : The Transformation

in Anton Chekhov’s ‘The Bet’ Dr. Chitralekha 116-123
20. Dastangoi : Oral Storytelling in Contemporary

Theatre Rakesh Ojha 124-127
21. f3edt werelt 3 wit TP : sHiedt & & ks i 7 e . 128-131
22, “OEHD DV 2GS B -BerbED0” Dr. PSUPULETI NAGAMALLIKA 132-137
23. f2ét o denfere o aweliay usr 1. TSN At 138-144
24. TF AR AT It werelt 3t I gfaeor Aqar a3t

o mfdce Fre gaaw 145-148
25. ey Afearey & FATT s o smur sraare,
1. Yo gaTe 149-160

26. FATHI: AGTIETE THAARAN’ HeaT,

(“Bhavabhiiteh matanusaram Ramacaritam”) STt FIATAT 161-168
27. R anflareft e 3 forearus o7 & FrefaT it 169-172
28. amsfior AfEestt ue uRaTe weaTor Frefwar o gaa ST RySar R 173-179
29. o3Iy araITehIe-

a1fger, Farror siie Tears o ufafafdr SfRawr : et o,

aferer oAt & sraha ST qwT 180-186
30. arH 3 & FAT T : IMerer o ggamATHT Rradwr 1. gdler g s 187-194
31. goelt o waRrey : 9 p F Traeifae foref gy gae g 195-202
ASTH S - 3B 2025 (1) (6)



FIGIGH Pl BIH &.......

If3eT AT JATS : AT B T FITg

A SR H 9 AT SRR Hahel R WWIEaHmel & §§ # B9l gl ©, Hifecd &
AT 3R A1 31 Uil 81 Gl & | A8 ddd bodRll BT dr—drl T8l &, I8 qHISl Bl
3ITCHT T JMMSAT 2 | IHT 2 W' & JATS—TT 3 H & ST 3 Bl ggdTed B Bl a4
YT PR I2 & — U U faHe Bl AR I 7 dad AMaEd 8, died AdaTal bl A el B |
IR f9d® & a1y fAfr= orgdl 9 FHAMRIG [I9al &1 gSdiet &l 2 | 3751 Sfd ddeiid = Al
DI TS F BeAMT Y PR QAT 8, T9 I§ ™)l 8 A1 2 b 89 39 yars H 3, Jgiar 3R
Aiferardr BT 91y I | AT 2T W79 61 I8 fARIvids I TS & Ud bl & — Slal 2T, FHeT
3R o &AM WRI BT Ffeld eI ¥ uvgd fhar 11 ¢ |
aifger : TAT 6 AT -

A AESl AeR[ BT Hebers 8l, dfodh Ub Plidg AT & Sl I Bl UR B HAGT D!
HEAT o Il & | AR, T, AT H oTbR YHda, 37, NG R FHBTAT Hiadl T 8%
I H Wife 71 9 dadt qrHTd [GETadl & X@ifed fhan, afews dabfedd Ard o 5 41 faan |
9 3P H UHIRM WY Aol AR el § I8 W wy 9 Rl g & & e o
A AT BT AT DY MR SAled BT AT <l 2|
g D gftc & ForaT Pr o1Ees -

U3 & 9 3id H A Tl &R oRgsdl o R e & fafdy val — S gfera
famel, IR =, wrror Jered, Rieror H Wifg @ AT, 3R dRad |rfec § IR WR 3
TR 3R Aferd fadem fdar 2| 9! I8 faRivdn Rl b I 9 daa dgifas faqel fear,
qfeds @TaeTRe Tgeell &I Il AT X@T | I8 MY 7 SHad g & forg Syar 2, afew faenfrat
3R A Uredi ol WY faum o= # qerd € |
TATor 3T TIfEeer : U oo Raar -

I8 U |AfAfad Ted & 6 |z F91ST ¥ Hedr Sifdd 8l 8 Fdhdl AR 7 & FH1
AIE ¥ 99 BIeR AUl ARRPad STel H ST V8 Fohdl © | 59 UMD § YHIRIT o8 59
T @1 gfte IR € | =TS g8 Y07 URATT B FHWIRIT IR SMTRT oY Hormg 8 a1 S—faael w®
diod ATArEHAD o, AT H I8 JJ9a [BA1 o Faball & b ARIDBR U FHI DI ool Bl
qgT Vel ® |
gaT FoH AT FATAy -

T I8 ded gY 74 B X ¢ & 39 3fd H e AdIfad o@Dl AR AETddiall Bl e
9 TS BT g 2 | gar Uil Bl I8 berd g gite, Tz Hdad 3R A W $ A1 IR e
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2 | 3T TERI H MY Sitae &1 IaTsr, Tl T Bl Sfceldiy 3R AHISTE GRS B
oeH % few@rg ol 2 | I8 $9 91 BT Habd © [ A arell §HY Aifefcdsd gite A iR I 99g
3R SN 81T |
Eﬁﬂ,qmama‘aw:?ﬁagﬁra?rw:-

AT MY FIH' BT I8 b hacl U Alfefcdd Hberd o1, dfcd T FdIg & — A 3iR
ol & Heg | U8 HATG 7 Dhddl UISh AR Gd & drd il o, dfod FAIST AR AR & Heg
T g DI HIA PRAT & | 39 3P oI fa2ve I8 |1 & b g8 odd dfec & Ar—are
[AeelvocHS 3R SMTArdIHS GIEHIT BT W A Heed faIT 7 2 |
G AT Dt T 3T P -

B 3 AR oY U AU ysTg & ve BIar © | 71 R, ¢ faqei ok AU SeRarRl
q WY | IE 3 N g HH B TP Hel & | B9 I8 WIHRJ ¢ b aifefcdd iR o & @l I8
AT B Yol TET BT | I8 Yeb FAd YA & — FATS, e, A®pla 3R AT & 99 G
YT B B |
gdHe B 7, T Fevifiidr 39 ofd & I9g 99Kl 8 | BF 31 axd € & I8 3fd smua!
dhadl ARl % TIIAT <, 9fod U 3 HMISTh FRIGRI & HfT AT 3R 37ferd ASHT T |

AT —HaTE B Ig IRURT Il & Felal] X8 | — I HTABEAT B AT,

HUTeh
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T < 2T AR gRT Y113 dgHTNb—agauad 2y BT Faftd SRS ARIH A AM

ANINTERNATIONALMULTIDISCIPLINARY MONTHLY MULTI LANGUAGE Vol. 13, Issue 7-8
PEER REVIEWED REFEREED RESEARCH JOURNAL gs : 09-17

Rifeer smenr 3 uféraifére 2 soar-enfirer she
‘Bl TAT FTCh
oftsy gane
HERS AR B, ST HSIfdeierd, |RIerTe |

Abstract :

BT Arca—ared & sfagrd # gfadidd Areal &1 fAltre wre 7, S afkfcas dicd |
31 ATHISTH—AIRB D BXWIEY & oy TRV 2 | SIgR F&dvT Rig gRT MU ‘Hell vl 3fiq
JFdl Wl DI AT T VAT & Ieaied Aed o, o fafeer siufafie < grr aftefea
T 7T | I8 ATCH URA & I HADI Bl A& R AW Bl dbg H @ o, 5778 fUSh Iufaen
H 'ARME gorr & 3fdiid 8I” ¥ of STex FHar YRRl § wrf o+ wq fdawr fdar |
ATCh BT HAFH 9 Dhad A AT TF HI HIAT DI I HIAT 7, dod ARA STTHAH
H IERIT, AT, TR 3R Wre=dr @) =T &l ¥ a9 wU § I<h HRdT © | IR 5
DI el T I ACh ABIIIAT S ARIH H ST b T8+ IEae g bl BRI DRI ¢ |
sHH FRIa wiaR, ol I AT MWl S UTF, T dadl aRATS WY W HeRh ©, 3ifug
UfaRIe TH9 & fa%g STufRE Bl aaeTd 3R ek AW A € | I8 Aed 59 91
&7 AT B 6 ufodfa e, vol & srarefis JeueRT & Suférd <@ 2, gt @ ufthan
H D YHPT T AYRh IR UMTaHRT W& § |
Keywords : ITERI aa+1, FRMEE gorm, gell gor, siiufditie a9+, ufaded &) |z, R
e Yell, [AAAT JfQTe, STAURIY, STgh: deqv g, fholl, wRd™ siffed, [re, dMie
I, YRA—YA, ATufaf¥ies Sife T, e, dfkfcad ufiR |

fcrafad 8T Aifecd d Arcy—AIE &1 Hg<ayul W[ & | B AR BB & 97, Feh
g g8 faur 2 o R e WReR 1 waife ufdey oY | 7 dad &) 4, afcd al 9Rd™
9ot § W) g Rfd &1 | Ared v U1 e 2, forH a9 s e SeE dd ugd @l
&HaT BICl B | ATled # QU 1Y 63 & dael ured & ArH | 2 78, dfed ueeF & gR1 ff ta
A1 Tob dS SIEHE b AT A UG Sl Wbl 2 | I8l BRI 8 [ ATCd Pl AaSINIROT B
Sftc & | yvraerell fen & w9 # WeR far S <@ 2

ASH S - 3B 2025 (1) (9)



R & gfaefda Aeed Teur & Zd Acal 9 98d STl & | J&uRT & 24l Arcal |
HATHE ATCHl B, S AfRfIHdT & UmHl R WX Saxd 8, e fdar ST &1 8, Sefh
gfcrefe fBaT Arcs agun ‘A {6 & e § | ur: Fa) 9t & sfiosr 3 uRYT Sell &
ACH BT HATHD e F B TATHR SD! STl B A1 I 7, offht ufrafa & arest 3§
3NfIBIeT: TR ATca—3ell W Hae @A a7l ATICd 2l AP © | TADT IRV UH ACH] & ATqD
AT, wRifg iR 987 98 <¥fe—aif arell URefl e wufEl @1 oiRaw o R Wik &
sfaest & forg g8 ve A< 8 @al Sigell fo o1 arfeey 1 a2 srif # SoiRer &1 &t faean
3R U ugd 9973, B At & fiemiaRi 7 3= & ‘et o1 ooft § grerd gV 29 3fie
q < |

f8d) Areal d 31g TP S VA AICd A 8, Sl GRIPIBR WU H USRI BIHR Ffcraierd
BU — Foll Ul i dIFd] Hal B AT (1916, A HE), SRS USg (1922, fhermds Siar),
AT D Uil (1922, <dax), SAferdrdren a7 (1922, BRI 3RdTd), SRameu—fa=< (1929,
MiT=RM™ AT 2me’), wof A8 (1930, BRFH®T ‘UH'), AT Alell a1 b AAIE (1931, JfgArA
ST DR AR ThEaST (1931, ) |

I 3TCITEl, BB U A1 W 2, il fbdl uf3reT H Ueb1iRr gU 3R S uf¥epT WR Uiciaer o
e 1T | U ATedl | e Bifd & uol H' (1924, YOS <A ¥ [ WD B, S W< Ui
& fasaid W Hanfeld oAT| AlE el & BT 3’ H AT I AICd Fdhfold o — BILIHA DI
g8’ (SN slardd) 3R T 3fsmed fofd &1 9 @rard IgRa= o) | goeR’ Uil &
TATg, 1939° b B A1 fcraferd B faar T o, foTdH FIgeReR 37Tele & Silas IR SeIRd oy
qed IR FGRER Tole’ (RRSRiRR g ') Hahford o | 3T H H, Jad' uidl & gax
9y B ‘Ibh—4' AR gaaTEs HA UHDI & AHb—53' W Ulcay BT RIbR g, T4 s Aeblerd
o |

fcrEferd ATeehl & YHTe—ay IR GREUT B TR Ul oA & fob g8 & ABIe e
T BTl H ¥F M Y, S GIYRT & f8d] A § AcI—AMMSd &l gfe I Iqre g’ & H
A ST SIAT 21 §9 Bl & ATCI—ANecd UR STIbR YATE Pl 98d 3Afedh J91d o | ol fob
FIRfTT 2, TR UTE & AeH! H WRpas B &1 7arT S g e o, ofdhd g7
fCIEeIT ATeel &I AT 9 BIet H 8l gY I 591 UR UIG Bl Y9G A8 [aw@rg gsdl, dicd gl
el & ATCHI BT UNIE ARG T | 3AH A ARG BT WINT § I & I_] DI T 2 |

Ml @1 gfte | M1 gRI § FAET <@l ST Fadl &, olfd Il A1 &I 3R &l fdg
HIYT Ud el 81 & | TH1G & ATch] § 91 Tl &1 AfTHdl bl S Al 8, dAfh I MId
St 2| AT &), werHd gt W A A & ' WM | 39 ofa]i 9 W § % ufoefd
qIcd IgHT d © AICd 8, Sl URH! UMl §RT Wel S dlel ATCHh! bl S0 H 311d o |
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AT BN & WIS U RO AR off f U ATed! &) Siar ad s ugd off | 99 Y
TV &3 § IR AICd HUMIT BT ARG @ &3 H I UHIEDBR AT, 3ch: ATCHBRI - gD
Ugd Pl HIEIH DI ORE WA fbar difds 3fere—d—3ffde S ddb Qe DI Ugarar S | |
UG TRBR W g7 g91d A IR ofl, 31 TH Areahl R & 3ifere vfcey R fdby, 7 fdb
BATHD AICH] UR | AT DI ATGT DI SR DI gt A UATG & AICH] bl W HH 8| bl
ST e, Wb 3% bl A1 e wR vfcreer T8l o @difh 9@ ugd Ueh Il aif da &
ot |

S ACHl R UREY o9 BT ORI He<dqul HRUT gd] FHAMIe f[awai R amenid
DHATGE] BT BT AT | ERGW YA el HIFATCD 0] f[A8H’ &1 UHAT VAT AIeH o, T il
ARDR Pl WA AYTE ©Y I DI g &, 33T 1 UfAaiEd Treei H gder wU 4 Ul WRHR
B Al Td STAraR] D1 GeER WU | R fbar 11 € | SIfdrdrel anT, 78d G, doll—ve,
3RIEANT, ifa e 57 Aedl & =g v B |

yfcraferd &l Aredl & faval Td g7 Y9Td $l S@ 8¢ WSSl &1 99 a1 Bl AT T
ST |l © b FEregard] sisll WReR F 39 R Rl ey IRIUT fby 8RT| 39 ATCHl Bl
TPTAT FHY D ST TR Gg Ifeh YHT AT | §7cb 5 HE<d D! GiteITd Y& 8T §1db] SU&ll
TE DI ST =AY iR g2 B Wit & sfaer # a8 v e anfey, f5¥s 3 fter € |
FSF gar svafq dredt Tét ot opeeft (1916)/a%A0r 4535 -

Bl TAT AT AT el B TR SRR AeHl g gRT A Aed 7, o fafewr
WHR gRT AESd o= 337 737 o7 | 39 Aed & ol 9wy f9es & Iufaeni— S o,
-IeTd, giaTd, FfFETe, STHT, M1, SR e § 4R & Joigl &l g Reifd 3R 3+a
{1 BT ATl TNYOT 8 | I8 AICH 1916 §. H UHIRIA BTl 3R 1917 5. H AHIard] fafesr TRaR
g1 wfcreferd @) fear T |
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Abstract :

The concept of ‘One Nation, One Election’ (ONOE), advocating for simultaneous elections
to the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and all State Legislative Assemblies, has emerged as a focal
point of intense debate in India’s political discourse. This article provides a comprehensive analysis
of the ONOE proposal, delving into its historical context, the core arguments put forth by its
proponents and critics, and its potential implications for India’s democratic and federal structure. It
examines the claimed benefits, such as significant cost reduction, enhanced governance continuity,
and decreased voter fatigue, alongside the formidable challenges, including constitutional hurdles,
concerns regarding federalism, the potential impact on regional parties, and the logistical complexities
for the Election Commission of India. By exploring various facets, including legal implications and
global precedents, this article aims to offer a holistic perspective on ONOE, acknowledging its potential
for administrative streamlining while critically evaluating its ramifications for India’s pluralistic
democracy.

Keywords : One Nation One Election, Simultaneous Elections, India, Lok Sabha, State Assemblies,
Federalism, Election Commission of India, Constitutional Amendments, Electoral Reforms,
Governance, Cost Efficiency, Regional Parties.

Introduction :

India, as the world’s largest democracy, is characterized by a vibrant and frequent electoral
cycle. With elections for the Lok Sabha (national parliament), 28 State Legislative Assemblies, and
numerous local bodies, the nation witnesses polls almost continuously in some part of the country.
This perpetual election mode has given rise to the concept of “One Nation, One Election” (ONOE),

aproposal to synchronize these electoral cycles, primarily the Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections.
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While the practice of simultaneous elections was prevalent in India until 1967, it was disrupted due
to various political developments such as premature dissolution of assemblies and governments
(Basoya, 2023). The renewed push for ONOE, notably championed by the current government, stems
from a desire to address the perceived inefficiencies and disruptions caused by frequent elections,
aiming to foster greater stability and expedite development initiatives.
Historical Context and The Proposal :

The idea of simultaneous elections is not entirely new to India. The nascent years of independent
India saw the first four general elections (1951-52, 1957, 1962, and 1967) for both the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies largely held concurrently. This synchronized cycle was a legacy of
the colonial era’s electoral practices, continued after independence. However, this rhythm was broken
by a series of political instabilities and constitutional developments. Instances like the premature
dissolution of the Communist-led government in Kerala in 1959 under Article 356 (President’s
Rule), due to widespread agitations, marked an early disruption (Basoya, 2023). Subsequent political
realignments, party defections, and later, the dissolution of the Lok Sabha itself before its full term,
further fragmented the electoral calendar. For example, the Lok Sabha was dissolved prematurely in
1970, leading to a mid-term general election in 1971, which was out of sync with many state assembly
elections. Since then, India has experienced a near-constant election environment, characterized by
staggered polls across different states and at different times.

The ONOE proposal primarily advocates for conducting elections to the Lok Sabha and all
State Legislative Assemblies either on a single day or within a very short, specified timeframe, perhaps
a few days or weeks. The overarching objective is to streamline the electoral process, significantly
reduce costs, and minimize the disruption to governance caused by the frequent imposition of
the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) (Department of Commerce, University of Delhi, n.d.). The
MCC, once enforced, restricts governments from announcing new schemes, making significant policy
decisions, or undertaking transfers of officials, effectively putting development activities on hold
until the election results are declared. Recognizing the gravity and complexity of the proposal, a
high-level committee, chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind, was constituted in 2023 to
examine the feasibility of ONOE. This committee submitted its comprehensive report in March
2024, garnering significant public and political feedback, and laying out potential pathways and
challenges for its implementation (DD News, 2024).
Arguments in Favour of One Nation, One Election (ONOE) :

Proponents of ONOE articulate several compelling arguments, on efficiency, cost-

effectiveness, and improved governance :
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. Cost Efficiency: One of the most prominent arguments is the substantial reduction in the
enormous financial burden associated with frequent elections. The expenditure incurred by the Election
Commission of India (ECI), political parties, and candidates runs into thousands of crores of rupees
for each election cycle. For instance, the 2014 Lok Sabha elections cost the exchequer over 73,870
crore (approximately US$580 million at the time), and this figure has only grown with subsequent
elections. This figure doesn’t include the massive spending by political parties and candidates, which
is often estimated to be several times higher. Simultaneous polls could drastically cut these costs by
optimizing logistics, personnel deployment, and campaign expenditure across both national and state
elections. This reduction could free up significant public funds for development initiatives.

° Governance Continuity and Focus on Development: Frequent elections often lead to the
imposition of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC), which as discussed, restricts governments from
announcing new schemes or significant policy decisions, thus disrupting governance and development
work (Department of Commerce, University of Delhi, n.d.). This intermittent halt in policy
implementation can delay crucial projects and affect long-term planning. ONOE would ensure that
the government can focus on long-term policy implementation and development for a prolonged
period without electoral interruptions, providing a more stable environment for administration and
economic growth. This continuity is seen as crucial for a rapidly developing nation like India.

. Reduced Administrative Burden and Resource Optimization: Frequent elections demand
the repeated deployment of a large number of government personnel, including teachers, police, and
paramilitary forces, diverting them from their primary duties (Press Information Bureau, 2024). This
diversion impacts regular administrative functions, education, and law enforcement. Simultaneous
elections would free up these vital human resources and optimize the utilization of security forces,
polling personnel, and logistical resources, ensuring they are not constantly stretched across multiple
election cycles. This efficiency gain could significantly improve the delivery of public services.

o Mitigation of Voter Fatigue and Enhanced Participation: The constant cycle of elections
can lead to voter apathy and fatigue, potentially impacting voter turnout as citizens feel overwhelmed
by the sheer frequency of polls. ONOE could reduce this fatigue, encouraging higher voter participation
due to fewer polling events and clearer, more consolidated electoral messaging (Department of
Commerce, University of Delhi, n.d.). With a single, major electoral event every five years, voters
might be more engaged and attentive to the political discourse.

o Curbing “Identity Politics” and Social Cohesion: Some argue that frequent elections
encourage political parties to resort to identity-based politics (caste, religion, region) to mobilize

votes, which can exacerbate social divisions and polarize the electorate. Fewer elections might reduce
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the intensity and frequency of such campaigns, promoting greater social cohesion by shifting focus
towards broader developmental issues rather than narrow identity-based appeals (Press Information
Bureau, 2024).

o Reduced Black Money Circulation: The high costs of elections, particularly the expenses
incurred by political parties and candidates, often lead to increased reliance on undeclared funds or
“black money.” Proponents believe that reducing the frequency of elections could significantly curb
the flow of such illicit money in the political system, leading to greater transparency and accountability
in electoral financing.

Challenges and Criticisms of One Nation, One Election (ONOE) :

Despite the perceived benefits, ONOE faces considerable opposition and raises several critical
concerns that challenge its feasibility and desirability in India’s complex democratic framework:

. Constitutional Hurdles and Amendments: Implementing ONOE would necessitate
significant and complex constitutional amendments. Several key articles would need to be modified:
. Article 83 (Duration of Houses of Parliament): This article dictates a five-year term for
the Lok Sabha from its first meeting. Synchronization would require provisions for its extension or
curtailment in specific scenarios.

o Article 85 (Dissolution of Lok Sabha): This article empowers the President to dissolve the
Lok Sabha. To ensure fixed terms, this power would need to be re-evaluated or mechanisms for
alternative government formation would be necessary.

° Article 172 (Duration of State Legislatures): Similar to Article 83, this sets a five-year
term for State Legislative Assemblies.

° Article 174 (Dissolution of State Legislative Assemblies): This grants the Governor the
power to dissolve a state assembly.

. Article 356 (President’s Rule): This allows the central government to dismiss a state
government and impose President’s Rule under certain conditions. The application of Article 356
would need to be re-examined to align with fixed terms, as premature dissolutions disrupt the
synchronized cycle (The Hindu, 2024).

Such amendments would require not just a two-thirds majority in both houses of Parliament,
but potentially also ratification by a majority of state legislatures (at least 15 out of 28 states),
posing a formidable political and procedural challenge given the diverse political landscape.

. Undermining Federalism and State Autonomy: Critics argue that ONOE could severely
weaken India’s federal structure, which is a cornerstone of its democracy. Holding national and state

elections concurrently might lead to national issues and the popularity of national leaders
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overshadowing local and regional concerns, potentially diminishing the importance of state-
specific agendas and the autonomy of state governments (JuWissBlog, 2025). Voters might be swayed
by a dominant national narrative, leading to a “coattail effect” where the popularity of a national party
or leader dictates outcomes at the state level, regardless of the performance or relevance of state-
level issues and leaders. This could erode the distinct identities and responsibilities of state
governments.

o Impact on Regional Parties: There is a significant concern that simultaneous elections
could disproportionately benefit larger national parties (like the BJP or Congress) at the expense of
smaller, regional parties. When elections are held simultaneously, voters are more likely to vote for
the same party at both the national and state levels, influenced by the national narrative or the popularity
of a national leader (Observer Research Foundation, 2019, as cited in East Asia Forum, 2025). This
could marginalize regional voices, reduce the bargaining power of regional parties, and dilute the
diversity of India’s political landscape, potentially leading to a more centralized political system.
Regional parties, which often represent specific local interests and identities, fear losing their distinct
appeal in the shadow of a national electoral wave.

° Logistical Complexities for Election Commission of India (ECI): Conducting elections
for over 900 million voters (as of 2024), across a vast and diverse geography, for both national and
state levels simultaneously, would pose immense logistical challenges for the ECI.

. Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and VVPATs: The sheer number of EVMs and VVPATs
required would be astronomical, far exceeding the ECI’s current inventory. Manufacturing, storing,
transporting, and deploying these machines securely across thousands of polling stations would be an
unprecedented task. The Kovind panel did recommend a single electoral roll, but even its
implementation faces practical difficulties and requires significant data harmonization (DD News,
2024).

o Personnel and Security Forces: Deploying an adequate number of trained polling personnel
(often government employees) and security forces (police, paramilitary) simultaneously across the
entire country would be a monumental undertaking, potentially straining resources and impacting
their primary duties significantly more than staggered elections.

o Administrative Management: Managing a single electoral roll for both national and state
elections, coordinating vast voter awareness campaigns, and ensuring grievance redressal mechanisms
for simultaneous polls would require a complete overhaul of the ECI’s current operational framework
(East Asia Forum, 2025).

. Accountability and Anti-Defection Laws: Frequent elections, in some sense, ensure greater
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accountability of elected representatives to the electorate. With fixed terms, there’s a concern that
lawmakers might have less incentive to be responsive to local issues in the middle of their tenure,
knowing their term is secure for five years regardless of their performance or public sentiment.
Moreover, to ensure fixed terms and prevent frequent government collapses, the proposal might
necessitate significant changes to anti-defection laws (Schedule X of the Constitution) and procedures
for no-confidence motions. This could make it harder to dislodge an ineffective or corrupt
government, potentially undermining the principle of parliamentary accountability.
o Democratic Principles and Voter Choice: Some critics argue that curtailing the ability of
assemblies to be dissolved prematurely or forming governments for a “remainder period” could
undermine the basic structure of parliamentary democracy, where the government must always enjoy
the confidence of the house (The Hindu, 2024). If a government loses majority support mid-term,
forcing it to continue or having a short “remainder period” government might not truly reflect the
will of the people. It also potentially limits the opportunities for citizens to express their dissatisfaction
with a state or central government mid-term, as their next chance to vote would be five years away.
This could stifle responsiveness and make the political system less dynamic.
° Challenges in Case of Hung Assemblies or No-Confidence Motions: The Kovind
Committee suggested that if an assembly is dissolved prematurely due to a no-confidence motion or
a hung house, fresh elections could be held only for the remainder of the original term (DD News,
2024). This poses practical difficulties, especially if the remaining term is very short (e.g., a few
months). Such a scenario might lead to frequent “mini-elections” in specific states, potentially
defeating the core purpose of ONOE, which is to reduce the frequency of polls. Furthermore, forming
stable governments for very short periods could be challenging and inefficient.
Global Precedents :

While ONOE is a significant undertaking for India, some countries do hold simultaneous
elections, albeit with varying structures and contexts :
. South Africa: Holds national and provincial assembly elections simultaneously every five
years. However, municipal elections are separate and held on a different cycle (NDTV, 2024). This
provides a degree of synchronization at higher levels of governance.
o Sweden: Elections for Parliament (Riksdag), County Councils, and Municipal Councils all
take place concurrently on the second Sunday of September every four years (NDTYV, 2024). This is
a comprehensive synchronization across different tiers of government, facilitated by Sweden’s unitary
state structure and strong multi-party system.

° Indonesia: Since 2019, Indonesia has successfully conducted simultaneous elections for
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President, Vice-President, and members of national and regional legislative bodies. This achievement
1s particularly relevant as Indonesia is also a large, diverse democracy, demonstrating that such a
large-scale exercise is feasible even in complex settings (NDTV, 2024). However, it’s important to
note that Indonesia operates a presidential system, which inherently lends itself more easily to fixed
terms for the executive.

° Germany and Belgium: Also have some form of synchronized elections. In Germany, while
federal and state elections are generally separate, there can be overlaps. Belgium has coordinated
federal and regional elections, though the specifics are complex due to its federal structure and
linguistic divisions.

However, critics argue that these examples may not be entirely comparable to India’s unique
federal structure, vast diversity, and parliamentary system (East Asia Forum, 2025). India’s multi-
party system, the constant flux of state politics, and the inherent responsiveness of the parliamentary
system to shifts in public confidence present a different set of challenges compared to the more
stable executive terms often seen in presidential systems or the political homogeneity sometimes
found in smaller unitary states. The sheer scale and population of India also set it apart, making
logistical comparisons difficult.

Conclusion :

The proposal for “One Nation, One Election” in India is a complex and multi-layered issue
with profound implications for the country’s democratic framework. Its proponents highlight
compelling benefits related to cost savings, administrative efficiency, and governance continuity,
which are undeniably attractive in a nation striving for accelerated development. The promise of
reduced voter fatigue, optimized resource deployment, and a more focused governance period
resonates with aspirations for a more streamlined and effective administration.

However, the formidable challenges cannot be overlooked. The constitutional amendments
required are not merely procedural but touch upon the foundational principles of parliamentary
democracy and federalism. Concerns regarding the potential impact on state autonomy, the
marginalization of regional parties, and the dilution of distinct state-level issues are significant and
warrant careful consideration. The immense logistical challenges for the Election Commission of
India in managing a simultaneous poll for nearly a billion voters across diverse terrains are also
monumental. Moreover, the inherent flexibility of India’s parliamentary system, where governments
are accountable to the legislature and can be dissolved, stands in tension with the concept of rigidly
fixed terms.

A balanced approach would require extensive political consensus across the spectrum, moving
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beyond partisan considerations. Meticulous legal and constitutional deliberations are essential to
ensure that any proposed changes uphold, rather than undermine, the basic structure of the Constitution.
Furthermore, a robust framework must be developed to safeguard the principles of federalism and
democratic accountability, perhaps by exploring mechanisms like a “constructive vote of no-
confidence” (where a no-confidence motion must be accompanied by a proposal for an alternative
government) or other innovative solutions to address premature dissolutions without resorting to
frequent mini-elections.

While the administrative streamlining offered by ONOE is appealing, its implementation must
be carefully weighed against the potential for centralizing power, diluting regional representation,
and altering the fundamental dynamics of India’s vibrant multi-party democracy. The ongoing debate
reflects a crucial juncture for India’s electoral reforms, necessitating a pragmatic path that upholds
democratic values, preserves the spirit of federalism, and genuinely enhances the efficiency of the
electoral process without compromising the vibrancy and responsiveness of its pluralistic democracy.
This requires not just legislative amendments, but a broader national consensus on what kind of

democracy India truly wishes to be.
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Abstract:

This research article explores the intricate costume design in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s
films, examining how clothing transcends aesthetics to reflect character, culture, and
narrative. By analyzmg fabric choices, embroidery techniques, colour symbolism, and
historical influences, the study reveals how Bhansali’s costumes function as narrative
devices, deepening emotional and cultural resonance. Each ensemble 1s a result of meticulous
craftsmanship and cultural authenticity, contributing to his signature visual storytelling. From
Devdas to Padmaavat, costumes in Bhansali’s cinema reflect power, identity, transformation,

and heritage, reinforcing the director’s commitment to immersive world-building.

Keywords : Sanjay Leela Bhansali, costume design, Indian cinema, colour symbolism, fabric

aesthetics, cultural authenticity.

Introduction :

Indian cinema, with its century-long legacy, blends visual storytelling with cultural
expression—where costume design plays a vital role in reflecting character, era, and emotion.
From Raja Harishchandra to modern films, this element has remained essential. Among
contemporary auteurs, Sanjay Leela Bhansali stands out for his opulent production and

symbolic costume aesthetics. His designs—whether rich zardozi or simple mulmul—are
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rooted in historical and regional authenticity, mirroring both character identity and emotional
arcs. This research examines how costume design in Bhansali’s films—across tragic
romances, period dramas, and narratives on disability—acts as a narrative device, shaping

viewer perception and cinematic experience.

Costume Design in Bhansali’s Visual Storytelling :

Costume design is fundamental for building the character arcs, highlighting their
emotions, and enhancing the narrative. Costumes are not just about the colour, but the choice
of fabrics, patterns and embroidery that authentically mirror the cultural and historical
background and the time period of the narrative. Bhansali’s movies are a treasure trove of
imspiration for traditional Indian attire. Skilled costume designers collaborate with him to
realize his vision, transforming it from script to screen. The ensembles are more than just
clothing; they capture the essence of the characters and the aesthetics of the movie. While
adhering to the authenticity of the fabrics and styles, he combines classic shapes, with
contemporary cuts, work and embellishments. Detailed embroidery is a signature of
Bhansali’s blouse designs of his heroines’ outfits. From the elaborate threadwork in Devdas
to the lavish and royal zardozi in Padmaavat, theses styles add a touch of elegance and
refinement to the lehengas and sarees, making it perfect for a queen and a thakurain’s attire.

Bhansali's use of Iuxurious fabrics—Ilike brocade, silk, wvelvet, Banarasi, and
georgette—enhances the visual grandeur of his films while reflecting character, culture, and
religion. Padmavati’s silk and georgette lehengas, odhnis, and kanchalis with sequins and
stonework, and Bajirao’s velvet and silk Angrakhas and pagdis, showcase royal elegance.
Mirror work on Nandini and Leela’s ghagra cholis and the zardozi on Mastani and
Kashibai’s Nauvari sarees in Pinga add cultural richness and character depth. Mastani wears
a range of styles—shararas, angrakhas, anarkalis, lehengas, and eventually a nauvari saree.
Designer Anju Modi blended Persian and Muslim fabrics to reflect Mastani’s half-Muslim
heritage, drawing from Nizami and Peshwa influences. Her attire often includes peshwaz (a
floor-length robe predating the anarkali) and farshi pajamas. Kashi dons Chanderi and
Maheshwari silk sarees i jewel tones—bright pinks, yellows, oranges, turquoise, and
creamn—signifying her Peshwa status. In contrast, Mastani wears neutral and pastel shades
with heavy embroidery, emphasizing her beauty and grace. Kashi's look—chandrakor bindi,
khopa hairdo with flowers, green bangles, nath, and pearl-studded jewellery—reflects

Marathi tradition. Mastani wears her hair loose and accessorizes with Nizami jewellery like
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the passa, marking her Muslim identity. Bajirao’s wardrobe includes jamas, angrakhas,
dhotis, and battle armour, reinforcing his warrior status.

Bajirao, Maharaja Chhatrasaal and Maharawal Ratan Singh’s turbans are embellished
with pearl, kundan, luxurious fabrics and the Khilji rulers donned turbans decorated with
precious stones. Alauddin and Jalal-ud-din-Khilji are dressed in traditional Persian-Afghani
dress, like the aba, throbe and a kaftan (coarse woollen outwear with armholes and an open
front, a robe or a tunic and a cotton garment), perahan tunban (waistcoat, shalwar, kamiz,
chador and a turban) with dark robes made from animal fur, silk and pashmina. There is
extensive embellishment and detailing on Khilji’s attire, portraying his brutality, ferocious
aura and elevated status within the Khilji dynasty. His overall look is layered with fabrics and
nomadic elements, giving him a rugged, ominous look, that of a tyrant. The crown he dons
upon becoming the Sultan of Delhi, is an outcome of Moorish and Ottoman Empire’s royal

dress. The overwhelming size of the crown miurors his power and elevated status.

Sudeep Chatterjee, the cinematographer of Padmaavat, revealed in a Film Companion
interview that Goya’s Negre collection influenced Khilji’s dramatic look. His costumes,
rooted in Turko-Persian aesthetics, featured gold and red armour, wolf skin robes, and gold
brocades. Master artisans from Lucknow crafted intricate zardozi on topis, using sacred
geometry motifs inspired by the Sun, Moon, and constellations. Embroidery included
iridescent beetle wings—historically used by nomadic tribes in the 12® —13% centuries—
combined with metal zari and badla wires to create jewel-like effects on floral buitis and jaal
motifs. Khilji’s first armour, as Amir-I-Tuzuk, was tan Italian leather—evoking harsh terrains
and natural forces faced during conquest. His second armour layer included a lion-buckled
belt, a chest plate with ormaments, and a reptilian-scaled vest. The lower armour resembled
fish scales in blue, gold, turquoise, green, and black—symbolizing ostracism through its dark
palette. Mehrunisa wears a Belochi dress—Ilong, loose, crafted from linen and silk—featuring
khamak-style embroidery in golden zardozi and ikar-inspired weaving, influenced by Turkish,
Afghan, Mongol, and Ottoman cultures. Ratan Singh, King of Mewar, wears rich angrakhas,
dhotis, lungis, turbans, and patkas with Rajasthani embroidery (kasab, zari). Signature gotta
work appears in the costuimes of Padmavati, Ratan Singh, and Nagmati, crafted by artisans
from Nyla near Jaipur. His angrakhas used organic cotton and mulmul, echoing 13th-century
Chittor's climate. The Rajput angrakha was distinct from the Persian jama. His armour
combined gold, metal, and rich leather—red symbolizing love, prestige, and chivalry; dark

gold representing courage, generosity, and passion. Inspired by the sun—an emblem of the
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Rajputs—his chest plate resembled sunrays and Rajputi soil. Costume designers Rimple and
Harpreet Narula sourced exclusive prints from Sanganer and Bagru to create authentic
textures and fabrics.

The prints in Padmaavat were layered with Varg ka Kaam, and the gotta work was
crafted using badla—1lat beaten metal wires common in that era. Ghaghras and odhnis were
lined with gotta laffas, and artists created Gokru—-crinkled gorta used at the ends of the
odhni. Fabrics were adormned with traditional regional embroidery such as Mukke ka kaam,
Pakko Bharat, Salma and Sitara, along with silk floss threadwork using distinct stitches from
Rajasthan and Lucknow. The odhnis worn by the female characters were foil-printed and
embellished with floral burris. Their draping styles were based on extensive study of murals,
miniature paintings, and frescoes from forts and havelis of Mewar, Rajasthan.

Royal blue, deep crimson, golden, and emerald green are signature Bhansali costume
colors, adding a bold, royal aura to his characters. Traditional patterns like bordered sarees
and floral or geometric motifs reflect the film’s cultural setting. In Devdas, Paro, Kaushalya,
and Sumitra wear various traditional Bengali sarees like Tant, Jamdani, and Baluchari—
known for exotic borders and intricate weaves. Fabrics range from light cotton and muslin to
rich, regal textures. Authentic Bengali textiles such as Mull, Dhakais, and Tangails were
used. Paro initially appears in cotton and Dhakai sarees with traditional motifs, including
kantha work and striped borders like Chudipaard and Aashpaard. As a married woman, she
dons traditional patterns with extended yardage for a grander drape. Dev undergoes a
complete transformation—from a stylish foreign return to a heartbroken alcoholic—reflected
in his changing wardrobe. After returning to India, he appears elegant in vintage London
suits, curated by designers Abu-Sandeep. In the second half, Dev and Chunnilal are dressed
in authentic Bengali attire like panjabis, angvastras, and chikan kurtas with dhotis in tussar,
muga, and cotton silk—mostly in cream, beige, or white, with fine embroidery or kantha
work adding emotional depth. Dev’s shorter, dishevelled hairstyle and minimal accessories
mirror his descent into despair. Chandramukhi’s costumes reflect her arc—from a glamorous
courtesan to a devoted lover, rather a jogan like Meera. Initially, she appears in voluminous
lehengas, sarees, anarkalis, and rich fabrics like silk, brocade, velvet, and Banarasi in bright
hues—especially in songs like Maar Dala, Kahe Ched Mohe, and Dola Re Dola. Her looks
are inspired by 1930s—40s Calcutta, featuring kurtas with sheer dupattas and embroidered
blouses. In the film’s second half, as she leaves her profession and devotes herself to Dev, her
wardrobe shifts to simpler mu/mul and cotton lehengas and sarees with subtle gorta work.

Long sleeves, high collars, and intricate needlework—as seen in the costumes of Padmavati,
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Nagmati, Mastani, Paro, and Chandramukhi—Iend a regal, empowered aura. Her jewellery

resembles traditional gold and jadau pieces.

In Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam and Ram Leela, male characters like Pandit Darbar,
Sameer, Kanji, and Ram wear traditional kedivu-chorno with phento during Garba songs like
Dholi Taro, Nagada Sang Dhol, and Bhai Bhai. In regular scenes, they don dhoti-kurta with
Ikat, Patola, or Khadi shawls and turbans, featuring aari, zardozi, and soot embroidery.
Female characters—Nandini, Leela, Dhankor, Rasila, and Kesar—wear chaniva cholis with
chunnis made from patola, bandhani, gamthi, and mashru, reflecting Gujarat’s cultural roots.
Ram Leela's costumes and tattoos also take cues from the Rabari tribe.

Guzaarish, set in a Christian Goan household, presents Sophia in dark-toned maxis
with voluminous sleeves, centre-parted braids, red lips, winged eyes, and dupatta scarves—
evoking a timeless European vintage romance. Though a nurse, her Edwardian-inspired look
features deep necklines, sheer sleeves, lace bralettes, paneled ghagra skirts, brocade cholis,
and tie-up backs in tones of red, maroon, and indigo. She also wears corset-style belts,
aprons, and hand-embroidered handkerchiefs. The Portuguese-Goan aesthetic is reflected
through a blend of Indian prints and Victorian silhouettes. A bronze-embroidered shawl with
parrot and owl motifs and dull vintage jewellery complete her distinctive look.

In Saawariva, the costumes have been designed to complement the look and feel of
the film — magical and mystique. Both Raj and Sakina are seen in dark and deep tones —
black, blue, maroon, and occasionally Sakina wears white. Sakina’s wardrobe reflects her
mmnocence and timeless beauty; similarly, in the song Masha-Allah, she wears a black and
deep red lehenga. Sakina is dressed in Amnarkalis and palazzos, reflecting her cultural and
religious identity, and she consistently carries a black umbrella. Raj is more often than not,
dressed in black and white and dons the classic ‘Awara’ cap (Inspired from Raj Kapoor’s
look in the cult film Awara). It is only in the song Yoon Shabnami, he is dressed in a maroon
blazer, symbolic of his love for Sakina.

Bhansali uses colour symbolism in costumes to reflect character arcs, emotions, and
social status. Pastels and whites—seen on Padmavati, Mastani, and Paro early on—symbolize
purity, innocence, simplicity, elegance, beauty, and new beginnings. Padmavati begins in
pastels but, after becoming a Rajputani, shifts to reds, greens, and golds—signs of power,
royalty, and status. Mastani usually wears lighter shades but dons a red Anarkali when
confessing her love to Bajirao, symbolizing passion. In Deewani Mastani, her golden attire

signifies richness, confidence, and the courage to express love openly. Paro starts with soft
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hues like green, pink, yellow, white, and lilac, reflecting innocence, but after her forced
marriage and rise as thakurain, she wears darker shades—purple, blue, green, maroon, black,
and gold—indicating wealth and authority. Purple, in particular, stands for royalty, wisdom,
leadership, and respect. Kashi, as Peshwa’s wife in Bajirao Mastani, often appears in purple,
reflecting her power and dignity. In Pinga, Kashi’s regal purple contrasts with Mastani’s
maroon Nauvari, highlighting their roles—Kashi as the noble wife, Mastani as the passionate
lover. Bajirao’s costumes echo Krishna, seen in peacock-inspired blue, yellow, and green
with pearls and majestic turbans, reinforcing the Krishn-Rukmini-Meera analogy.

Conclusion :

Sanjay Leela Bhansali masterfully uses costumes to enhance character, emotion, and
narrative. With cultural authenticity, symbolic colours, and intricate detailing, his films
transform attire into a storytelling tool. The costumes not only reflect tradition and identity

but also elevate the visual and emotional impact of his cinematic world.
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AT B TrorprLifter shfer o caragrefar
Feasibility of Fiscal Policy of India

3T, T, Ut sTegor
U - 31 T, I, UH.UA.ITR. UILSiT. HeTfdenerd 9, fier SToiiR =T (8.T.)
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fa g # "ama yonferdt il o aRE &1 8 S JAIEATHD, FHAIHD, Joidd, a8l
aorAr # At yonfordt Haenfae tRuRT Ar |fde & o1 g1 € | O/ 91d IRA @l el € 9
YE T T AT AR & 98 15 AR 1947 DI IMSIG] BT AT ofl, 3R 26 SR 1950 Bl
HTGE o] AT | 79 s WXPR RT3 AT el & 8] ISThieig el &l A8RT
foram | amelR RAfST & dreal | ST A a8 i & f57de Jfaid WRHR AU I T
TSI BTRIHHAT BT STANT HRD AT 3, SUTE qAT IOHTR TR IS+ JHTG STeA= DI dIf - T T
HIAT § AT ATS- YHTT A I BT YT a1 1T 2 | 39 d-E ISR Al & d8d aRadR
® A, T T4 KU & DHRIHHA 3T & (oTdD ATH A ffeawell § e [daerd, goi AR vd
anfefer <enfa @1 ura forar Sar 2|

IS Te A & Hae 3 AR 31 Tl (TeH R, &4, SIEl. 9 1) ~gAaH ARBRI
BXIEY B A1 Hfold golc P UeeR o, 98 AgfTe A TRl Ul @I, Tl o R affe |
BRI AT BT FHT fHAT| DT BT 9 8] 31 T TF 3MYfiep Mot Hif & fadra w®
AU ANTEM 2 | ST Nl &7 fhar=aa IHS T SUSBRY Aol &Y, BRI,
ATES A TAT Z1ef Yae & §RT &1 ST 2 | doie A § S99 ISRV 6T |G T I&1 & |
ffrd den fdem T 11 H 59 T & SqS I JeT—31eT 2 | 5ief fdsfia < 11 # g9 9=
Iqe I Aaq e e, e Rerdr dem qul IorTR @ uiftd € 98l fder fia < 1 # anfdfa
faepTa & gerar <=1, Jou Rerdl, gardl S &1 fdebr™d, TR Td 317g Bl SRIAT DI HH HRAT
2| MRA & 39 AT &1 I I 3N A gd Je ReRdT, 311 Td TRy &1 FAAT H B,
YT SRTATIAT DI GR DHRAT T AT DTV & | I8 9 ATelRg IR DI ISTHIeig Afadl &
fharaae I S¥@! ATgeRar WR AERT & [ W@aadl | ofdR 3d ddb 2025—26 Tb &
ST IRl IR AHIeATcHS eI BR & YA (har 71 21 s fgdaes a9a R

MERT 7 | ATl H ITAR “IAJUMT Ud aR<AAd” H §B 3R & AT © | ASTD R I &7
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g fa e & O 39 sreggd # 9R wU # AASH &1 v fhar T g
Trodreier ife & Iuweor -

RISTRIeN T & g fdwg g7t IUBRTT (37) 2 RTd Aegd § WRHR Al ATAH
eI DI UTG BT & | ASTDRNT UG & R & T D] Aol AMAD R B Houar a1 dl
ST AHhdl | 9 Hed H IR Afd & g SuaRvl Efalad 2 |

(1) ATESIS = (2) HrET

(3) \TdSIf® ol (4) fe=mel uder
ATET TePIE b TTTepiafier i It ragrefar :-

WRHR R fafder e Iga AT B U B B foTQ ASTh e UGN &I ISUART oo
ST € | STd STl Al 1 gofc gRT GUANT fhar Sirar & dd Aaeridr &1 Refd 3=
Il & |

IRA IRBR B AR N & fhara 1 9oic gIRT AT S Adhdl § doic | &H
UITl, & qr 0T &1 SAFeN fd SR 2 | IR H 3fe b & HRIBAT DI yaaiiy
AT & ATETH W YT B BT YA fHAT AT 5 | 31d b & TH 12 GFaeiig AT 1951 | 2017
dP ATL @1 TS | 2014 H TISTHT ATART BT FATT PR 01 SR 2015 BT I JATART BT ST B
ATSTG Harferd € |

g UFaeiid ST 1951—56 H MGGl @& 41 @ T b1 A=A HRAT AT §EH BIL Bl
g &1 TS | fgedi AT § ST ®l, Al 1961—1966 H Y: BIR | T 1962 H ARG—AIT
I& B doldl R&l AY Bl 9/ | ARl ISl 1969—74 SIAxT Tl B WBGR §RT 14 &bl Bl
RIREIIHRT b 1T 34l 41 1971 H YRA—UTP g B3N AR dFelQ T ATSlG B3T | 1989—91
31mfeies JIRRAT BT TR o, [ Ferdd 1991 H % 3MMfes GaR @l N =T T8 Fd i
&3 BT Id1, IETRIBRYT qAT fd T TSN Bl g AT | 3T & T Gelud &l I8 W I B &,
o ol &3 @1 9em@r e W8T ©1 31 T & ARPR & ARG Al & F=rgar
33T AIfTdT & ERT FHS & TART BN |

arfeser . 01
frfreo @roramsit 3t frerer s (GDP &1 % )

ASHET | BRIDA e o | IS B 9 9% 4

I 1951-1956 2.1 3.6 TSI 0 =7 feferavell &l g f=Hior
II 1956-1961 4.5 4.27 | o A S=IRf@RoT

I 1961-1966 5.6 2.4 WTel SATe H SR

\% 1969-1974 5.7 3.3 MMHR vd ReRrar & A1 faawr
\% 1974-1978 4.4 4.8 TR I TG 1Y

VI 1980-1985 5.0 6.1 ST fiErT, gRaR e
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VII 1985-1990 5.0 3.7 ‘{-IIHII(?rIfb YUY Eﬁ NI ST hdl delHl
VIII 1992-1997 5.6 6.8 STHET, TR, RIGATRY H GIR

IX 1997-2002 7.1 6.8 AAHRON ol &5 H AT AARH & [ddbr
X 2002-2007 8.0 7.6 faerd Uity ud TRIdT G el

XI 2007-2012 9.0 8.0 RIERS IS EICERIREEARS]

XII 2012-2017 8.0 7.0 g T iR aRi fawra

BIg W ReR WBR AUT & T Sl Bl F T8I <@ aTed] © Jgl dols & fdb 9Rd
AR gRT A= Aol § deg FeiRT e IH U &R &7 U4 63T | SR & fdavor |
WY § [ IPR & e IHY T [dhr &% B U 88 © | 92, fgcfi, diefl, sadl, amedl
AT H e 9 i A < dl Uit gg, Wi Arorms § dArd <R & | Aol & Ig 3
& IATHY ISR T BT AT BRAT BT & | 37d: FAF~T AIST1a1l H STelT—3TelT 3G I W
T | A HATBR & T fO9TST 1l W@aaar 4 g & T @1 SRBR Adhavedr &l g+ ud
3 ReRar 9 fdeTd & ATl AT =1, TR §R B, g F91d 1T 3iR gRofi faers |
o g8 € 3R <ol ¥ dedl g3 Srieydwel &l 3R ¥R T |

arfesar sp. 02
Ted TePIE B gIitaet ud ey

9T grftaar D] M- M-S BT

BT <R IR

(IS v H) | @R @)
1990-91 54954 98272 -43318 78.8%
2001-02 201306 362310 -151004 79.9%
2007-08 486422 680521 -194099 39.9%
2020-21 2020926 2630145 -609219 30.1%
2022-23 2283713 3944909 1661196 72.4%
2023-24 2716281 4503097 -1786816 65.7%
2024-25 3207200 4820512 -1613312 50.3%
2025-26 (3T79) | 3496000 5065000 1569000 44.8%

ST — deald g9l ey uied |

B RGN B YT &7 ®U F IR Ioid 3R IR R IR A AT & | §qD FArar
goira wiftadt 1 Bl 2 | 31 ORE &= AT U9 IR AT 7] IR &9 xRl 3 | 3fIfd <,
™ 1em, Tae, AT S, AMHINTS T, ST, TS YU, TS, AT BT SRR 371fS
& # @ Rl 2 | arferdt § wiwe 7 & fafa= auit § wiftqt vd @ ¥ &far 7 | wiftaal § anar
TR BT BT 2 91T & g § W | i AR B A6 UF ona I6 &5 § I B B 2|
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3d: ARBR B T H TR gig 88 © | 37 A= 99 H JI—Y BT HR =9 30% A
3T 79.9% V&1 7 | $1 ¥ I &1 YR WRBR F 0T 1aT fa=red yaed | &l 2|

arfesar . 03 (37)
N TTPIT DT AT olfeIdh 5RIT

GEl GDP &T % #H

1990-91 70.0

2005-06 81.0

2010-11 66.4

2018-19 75.0

2020-21 88.5

2021-22 84.0

2022-23 81.0

2023-24 82.0

2024-25 82.4 (3r7H™)

EId — ARRI—ATdSIh 0T &I T |
arfesar . 03 ()
T TTHIT BT ATdoIfoIdh KT (BT PoIS TUT &)

E] ffaRa® T a8 0T HA T
2019-20 83.19 29.9 113.09
2020-21 102.98 38.8 141.78
2021-22 119.01 43.93 162.94
2022-23 135.66 49.31 184.97
a4 2024 111.49 57.49 168.72
AE 2025 112.87 53.70 166.57
2025-26 fa<irg aef - - 14.82

e Ta < 1P WROR B ISTHRNT 91 o gfd & oIy F0T &7 HeRT o1 31d - IH &
ST 8 IS ARPR BT 7 ddol AP AT R W9 B 81 & AMG &/ Td AHISTD B,
gfreet YA Ager & erat § ff Wi 7 § Al 199w 2id 2 | arferat . 03 (31) fafie aurt
H B ARBR B H DI SIS & Ufd T & WU § a7 TAT 2 | dald ARBR Bl R0l
1990—91 ¥ 70.0%, 2010—11 ¥ 66.4%, 2020—21 ¥ 88.5% TAT 2024—25 H 82.4% IJAFAII T |

S TRE WRGR & ASldh 0T DI HUJ H IAM™IT AT 2 | ATl JTAR T8T 2019—20
H 113.09 TG IRIS ., 2022—23 ¥ 184.97 TG RIS ®. Yd A 2025 H ABR BT Bl U 166.57
A BRI B, Al | IRHR gRT i af 2025—26 # 14.82 TG TRIg . F0T o BT A 2 |
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X ARPR GRT 1951 | 1 k01 {71 STl X&T & | 98 01 311 371 & g o | a1ef R
M TR & b 301§ Hehol NG TG BT 60% W ATH &1 841 A1M2Y, S 967 WA A
3o 2 | FAREEII T BT & RUIC B JATHAR 9RA DI DRI W 2028 TP SILSLYL BT 100%
9gd Iadl & | RSd 9% 71 /g o & % RaR &1 ool ¥ g 318 @ 781 8| Uh
A & JTAR 1947 W 2014 Tb Ydddl ARPR gIRT ST K0T {1 17 & I9H 05 1
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Abstract:

This study compares the light intensity distribution of five light sources—CFL (11 W), LED
(9 W), incandescent bulb (40 W), and mobile phone flashlights (OnePlus and iQOO)—using a digital
lux meter. [lluminance was measured at distances ranging from 10 cm to 100 cm to assess adherence
to the inverse square law. CFL, incandescent, and mobile flashlights showed strong linearity
(R2 = (0.99). while the LED deviated (R*> = 0.8466), likely due to directional optics. The LED bulb
exhibited the highest illuminance (3360 lux at 20 cm), followed by the incandescent (1463.5 lux)
and CFL (259.5 lux), with mobile flashlights showing limited range (232 lux and 165 lux). These
findings validate core photometric principles and highlight LEDs’ superior luminous efficiency for
high-intensity applications, with implications for lighting design and energy conservation.
Introduction :

The measurement and analysis of light intensity play a significant role in understanding the
performance and efficiency of different lighting sources in both domestic and commercial
environments. With the growing emphasis on energy conservation and optimal lighting design,
evaluating how various light sources behave at varying distances is essential for selecting appropriate

illumination technologies.
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Light intensity, typically measured in lux (lumens per square meter), decreases with increasing
distance from the source. This relationship is governed by the inverse square law, which states that
the intensity of light is inversely proportional to the square of the distance from the source. While
this law is fundamental in theoretical photometry, real-world deviations often occur due to the geometry,
reflector design, and dispersion characteristics of different light sources.

In this study, we investigate and compare the intensity distribution of five light sources: CFL
bulbs, LED bulbs, incandescent bulbs, and mobile phone flashlights from two different smartphone
models (One Plus and IQOO). Using a digital lux meter, lux values were recorded at fixed intervals
from each light source under controlled indoor conditions in a dark room to minimize ambient
light interference. The purpose of the experiment is to examine how closely each light source
adheres to the inverse square law and to assess their relative lighting performance.

This experiment not only highlights the variations in the behaviour of modern and traditional
lighting systems but also demonstrates the practical applicability of fundamental physics principles
in everyday technology assessment.

Methodology :-
Experimental Setup :

The experiment was conducted in a dark room to eliminate the influence of ambient light and
ensure consistent measurement conditions. [lluminance measurements were taken using a digital lux
meter for five distinct light sources: a CFL (11 W), an LED bulb (9 W), an incandescent bulb (40 W),
and mobile phone flashlights from OnePlus and IQOO smartphones.

Each light source was fixed at a constant height and aimed directly at the sensor of the lux
meter. The lux meter was placed on a measuring tape aligned horizontally on the floor, allowing
distance-based readings. Measurements were recorded at regular intervals ranging from 10 cm to
100 cm, with care taken to ensure the alignment between source and sensor remained constant.

For each distance point, two readings were recorded to improve accuracy, and the average
lux value was calculated. The inverse square of the distance (1/d*) was computed to evaluate how
closely the light intensity followed the inverse square law. The experiment was repeated for each
light source under identical conditions to ensure fair comparison.

The collected data was tabulated and organized in a spreadsheet for further graphical analysis

and interpretation.
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Table 1. Average Illuminance Readings :
Average illuminance (in lux) measured using a digital lux meter at distances ranging from

10 cm to 100 cm for five different light sources. The inverse square of the distance (1/d?) is also

listed for comparison with theoretical predictions.

Table
Distance | Distance 1/d? CFL LED Incandescent | 1QOO One
(cm) (m) (1/m?) | Average | Average average flash Plus
average flash
average
10 0.1 100 1065 4920 6085 645 823.5
20 0.2 25 259.5 3360 1436.5 165 232
30 0.3 11.1111 118.5 1333.5 612.5 73 101
40 0.4 6.25 66.5 724.5 320.5 38 56
50 0.5 4 43 459.5 220.5 24 35
60 0.6 2.77778 28.5 334 160.5 15 24
70 0.7 2.04082 20.5 247.5 116 10 16
80 0.8 1.5625 15.5 180 86 7 11
90 0.9 1.23457 10.5 143.5 65.5 4 8
100 1 1 7.5 112 52.5 3 6

Results and Discussion :

Table 1 presents the average lux readings of five different light sources measured from 10 cm
to 100 cm. All sources show a decreasing trend in intensity with increasing distance. The LED bulb
consistently exhibited the highest lux values across all distances, while mobile flashlights showed
steep intensity drops. These trends support the general expectation of inverse square behavior, which
is further analyzed in the following graphs.

Figure 1. Lux vs Distance for All Light Sources :

Figure 1 shows the variation of illuminance (in lux) with distance (in meters) for five different
light sources. All sources display a significant drop in light intensity as distance increases,
consistent with the expected inverse square behavior. The LED and incandescent bulbs exhibit
the highest initial lux levels, maintaining higher intensity over greater distances. Mobile flashlights,

especially the iQOQO flash, show limited range and a sharp decrease in lux, indicating lower

luminous output.
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Figure 1Variation of illuminance with distance for CFL, LED, incandescent bulb, OnePlus
flashlight, and iQOQO flashlight. The data clearly shows an inverse relationship between lux and

distance, aligning with theoretical expectations.

Figure 2. Lux vs 1/d? for All Light Sources :

Figure 2 illustrates the relationship between illuminance and the inverse square of distance
(1/d?) for all tested light sources. A strong linear correlation (R? ? 1) is observed for CFL,
incandescent, and mobile flashlights, confirming their conformity with the inverse square law.
The LED bulb, however, shows noticeable deviation (R? = 0.8466), likely due to directional emission
patterns or lensing effects. These results affirm the theoretical model for most sources while

highlighting practical deviations in engineered lighting systems.
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Figure 3 displays the average lux levels measured at 20 cm for all five light sources. The
LED bulb produced the highest illuminance (3360 lux), followed by the incandescent bulb (1463.5
lux) and CFL (259.5 lux). Both mobile phone flashlights recorded lower output, with OnePlus at
232 lux and iQOO at 165 lux. This bar chart clearly illustrates the superior luminous performance

of LED and incandescent sources at short range.

Trend Observations :

Based on the graphical analysis presented above, the following key patterns were observed :

The lux readings from all five light sources demonstrated a consistent decline in illuminance
with increasing distance, as seen in Figure 1. Among the tested sources, the LED and incandescent
bulbs exhibited the highest initial lux values at close range and maintained significantly higher output
over greater distances compared to the CFL and mobile flashlights. The CFL bulb showed moderate
performance, while both mobile phone flashlights (OnePlus and IQOO) exhibited steep intensity
drops beyond 30 cm, indicating limited effective range. These trends reflect the relative efficiency
and beam dispersion characteristics of the tested light sources.

Deviation from Inverse Square Law :

Figure 2, which plots illuminance against the inverse square of distance (1/d?), was used to
examine the conformity of each light source with the inverse square law. A strong linear correlation
(R> = 1) wasobserved for the CFL, incandescent bulb, and both mobile flashlights, indicating good
adherence to the theoretical model. However, the LED bulb showed a noticeable deviation from this
linear trend (R? = 0.8466), especially at shorter distances. This deviation is likely due to directional
optics, beam-shaping lenses, or reflector design commonly used in LED bulbs. These engineered
features alter the way light disperses, making such sources behave differently from ideal point sources.
These deviations are important when evaluating real-world lighting performance and are considered
in the final conclusions below.

Future Scope and Recommendations :

While this study was conducted under controlled indoor conditions, several extensions could
further enrich the understanding of light source behavior. Quantifying luminous efficacy (lumens
per watt) by incorporating total luminous flux measurements would enable direct assessment of
energy efficiency. Measuring beam dispersion or beam angle, particularly for LED sources, may
help explain the observed deviations from the inverse square law.

In addition, environmental factors such as operating temperature and age-related lumen

depreciation (light aging) can influence output and merit further investigation in future work.
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Conclusion :

This study investigated the variation of light intensity with distance for five different light
sources—CFL, LED, incandescent bulb, and mobile phone flashlights (OnePlus and 1QOO)—using a
digital lux meter. The results confirmed that most sources followed the inverse square law of
illumination with high linearity, particularly the CFL, incandescent, and mobile flashlights. The LED
bulb, while highly efficient in terms of brightness, deviated from the theoretical trend, likely due to
its directional beam characteristics.

Among the sources tested, the LED bulb consistently produced the highest illuminance,
followed by the incandescent bulb. CFLs showed moderate performance, while mobile flashlights,
though convenient, were limited in intensity and effective range.

This experiment not only validates fundamental photometric laws but also provides a
comparative understanding of modern lighting technologies. Minor deviations in behaviour may
arise due to lens geometry, reflector design, or beam divergence, especially in engineered
lighting devices. Future studies may expand on this work by analyzing different LED designs or
performing spectral analysis to assess light quality. The methodology and results can serve as a valuable

reference for physics education, energy awareness, and real-world lighting assessments.
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Abstract :

The Khajuraho temples, known for their extraordinary artistic depictions of the divine, provide
a rich tapestry of symbolism, particularly in their portrayal of apsarases. These celestial nymphs are
central figures in Hindu and Jain iconography, embodying ideals of femininity, fertility, beauty, and
love. This paper explores the representation of apsarases in the temples of Khajuraho as manifestations
of the feminine divine. Going beyond their aesthetic appeal, apsarases serve as spiritual symbols
intricately linked to concepts of fertility, beauty, and love. Employing an interdisciplinary approach
that combines iconographic analysis, religious studies, and feminist theory, this paper examines how
celestial nymphs embody sacred femininity and serve as cultural expressions of human desire, divine
grace, and cosmic harmony in the medieval Indian temple tradition. This research explores the role
of apsarases in Khajuraho’s art, examining their representation of these divine feminine themes.
Through an analysis of their form, symbolism, and contextual role in temple architecture, this paper
investigates how apsarases bridge the earthly and the divine, acting as intermediaries between physical
beauty and spiritual transcendence.
Keywords : Apsarases, Khajuraho Temples, Feminine Divinity, Sacred Femininity, Fertility

Symbolism, Tantric Aesthetics, Spiritual Eroticism.

Introduction :

The temples of Khajuraho, built between the 10th and 12th centuries CE under the Chandela
dynasty, are celebrated for their exquisite sculptures, many of which depict celestial female figures
known as apsarases. These figures encompass both religious and secular life. Among these sculptures,

the depiction of apsarases or celestial nymphs known for their beauty, grace, and association with
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fertility, plays a significant role. These figures are more than decorative motifs; they are metaphysical
symbols, linking the sensual and the spiritual, the earthly and the divine. In Hindu mythology, apsarases
are divine beings who entertain gods and humans alike, symbolizing the epitome of femininity, love,
and fertility. In Hindu and Jain traditions, apsarases are often seen as embodiments of ideal beauty,
pleasure, and fertility. At Khajuraho, their presence weaves a narrative that celebrates life, love, and
divine femininity. The Khajuraho temples immortalize these apsarases in stone, creating an enduring
representation of the feminine divine (Dehejia 88).

This paper examines the portrayal of apsarases in the art of Khajuraho and their connection to
themes of fertility, beauty, and love. By contextualizing these figures within the broader religious and
cultural framework of the period, the research seeks to understand their role in temple iconography
and their significance as embodiments of divine femininity.

Mythological Foundations of Apsarases :

Apsarases originate from the Vedic and Puranic traditions, where they are portrayed as celestial
dancers and consorts of the gods. They emerge from the churning of the cosmic ocean (Samudra
Manthan), a myth that itself represents a symbolic union of opposites to generate life and order.

In Hindu cosmology, apsarases are associated with Indra’s court, embodying both desire and
excellence. As Radha Chakravarty explains, apsarases show the conflict between spiritual discipline
and worldly desire, which is a key theme in indian philosophy (Chakravarty 87). This duality is not
merely narrative but also visually embodied in temple art, particularly at Khajuraho.

Apsarases in Hindu and Jain Iconography :

Apsaras have a long-standing presence in Indian religious tradition, particularly in Hinduism,
where they are described in Vedic and Puranic texts. In these stories, apsarases are often depicted as
beautiful, seductive women who dwell in the heavens and are sent to distract sages or mortals. Their
association with water, fertility, and seduction links them to the life-giving and nurturing qualities of
the feminine divine (Sundararajan and Mukerji 34).

In Jain iconography, apsarases are similarly depicted, representing spiritual beauty and purity
(Sharma 49). In the context of Khajuraho, the apsarases are more than divine entertainers; they
represent the life-giving forces of nature and the connection between human love and spiritual
paramountcy. Their presence in the temples reflects the celebration of both the material and spiritual
aspects of life, blending the physical beauty of the feminine form with deeper religious symbolism.
Apsarases as Visual Embodiments of Fertility :

At Khajuraho, apsarases are often shown in association with water, a potent symbol of fertility

and creation in Indian culture. Their graceful postures and flowing garments echo the life-giving
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properties of water, which was central to agricultural societies like the Chandela kingdom (Kramrisch
57). Many apsarases are portrayed as emerging from or standing beside water, underscoring their
role as symbols of fertility.

The apsarases association with fertility is not only physical but also spiritual. In Hindu
cosmology, fertility is not limited to the procreation of human life; it also symbolizes the creative
force of the universe. Apsarases, as embodiments of this creative energy, bridge the earthly need for
fertility with the divine act of creation. Their presence in Khajuraho temples suggests an glorification
of this divine fertility, a wish for abundance and prosperity for the region and its people (Michell
102).

Khajuraho’s apsarases often appear in tribhanga poses, adorned with lush ornamentation and
framed by natural motifs like lotus flowers and creepers, which symbolize fertility and regeneration.
These visual cues align the apsarases with prakriti, the life-giving force of nature in Hindu thought.

Their placement near or within garbhagrihas (sanctum sanctorums) or as part of larger narrative
panels suggests that they sanctify the space, preparing it for union, both physical and spiritual. As
Devangana Desai argues, “the eroticism of these figures is not profane, but part of a larger spiritual
symbolism that celebrates the creative energy of the cosmos™ (Desai 45).

The Aesthetic Theology of Apsarases :

In Indian aesthetics, the concept of rasa (emotional flavor) is crucial. The apsarases at Khajuraho
embody s?ingara rasa—the mood of romantic and erotic love. Their sculpted forms, often caught in
acts of bathing, adorning themselves, or dancing, represent idealized feminine beauty. Yet this beauty
1s not superficial; it serves a didactic and devotional purpose.

According to Kapila Vatsyayan, “The apsara is a metaphor for the inner beauty of the soul,
which is revealed through art, devotion, and surrender” (Vatsyayan 112). By invoking pleasure and
desire, these figures lead the devotee inward, guiding them through sensual appreciation toward spiritual
elevation.

Beauty is not only a key theme in the portrayal of apsarases but also a spiritual metaphor.
These celestial nymphs are shown in various graceful postures, performing everyday activities like
applying makeup, adjusting jewelry, or playing with their hair. Such depictions align with the ancient
Indian aesthetic tradition where outer beauty is seen as a reflection of inner harmony and spiritual
perfection (Dehejia 91).

The apsarases beauty, however, is not merely ornamental; it functions symbolically. In Hindu
philosophy, the material world, with all its beauty, is considered a reflection of divine perfection

(satyam, sivam, sundaram—truth, goodness, beauty). By depicting apsarases as paragons of beauty,
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the sculptors of Khajuraho highlight the connection between the physical and the metaphysical. The
beauty of the apsarases thus becomes a reflection of the divine, illustrating the idea that true beauty
lies in the harmony between body, mind, and soul. The apsarases, therefore, serve as aesthetic guides
who draw the devotee toward higher truths through visual delight (Sundararajan and Mukerji 38).

Moreover, the depiction of apsarases in acts of self-adornment may represent the preparation
of the soul for spiritual union. Just as the apsarases adorn themselves for the gods, the soul must be
purified through devotion and spiritual practice to achieve union with the divine.

Love and Feminine Spirituality :

At Khajuraho, the presence of apsarases alongside mithuna (loving couple) sculptures
reinforces the idea that love and union are sacred acts. Love, in its various forms, kama (desire),
bhakti (devotion), and maitri (compassion), is celebrated as a path to moksha (liberation).

The temples do not isolate eroticism from religion; rather, they integrate them into a holistic
spiritual worldview. As Stella Kramrisch notes, “The erotic imagery is symbolic of the blissful union
of the soul with the Divine, a central concept in Tantric traditions” (Kramrisch 67). The apsarases
thus become intermediaries, reflecting the Tantric idea that the body is a vessel for spiritual experience.

The apsarases at Khajuraho function as multifaceted symbols of love, encompassing physical
desire, emotional intimacy, and divine union, reflecting a holistic conception of sacred femininity in
temple art. Their eroticized representations in the Khajuraho temples are a testament to the Tantric
influences that permeated the religious and artistic culture of medieval India. In Tantra, the body and
its desires are not seen as obstacles to spiritual progress but as potential pathways to enlightenment.
The eroticism of the apsarases reflects this Tantric worldview, where love and sensuality are understood
as sacred experiences that can lead to spiritual awakening. Thus, the eroticized representations in the
Khajuraho temples reflect the influence of Tantric thought, where sensual experience is a legitimate
and even essential means of attaining spiritual realization (Kramrisch 63).

In many of the sculptures, apsarases are shown in intimate interactions with other figures,
highlighting the theme of love and union. These scenes suggest that love, in all its forms, physical,
emotional, and spiritual, is a fundamental part of the human experience and a key element in the
journey toward divine understanding. These scenes are reinforcing the idea that love is a sacred bridge
between the physical and the metaphysical. The sensuality of these figures is not in conflict with their
spirituality; rather, it is an expression of divine love and unity (Sharma 58).

The temples of Khajuraho, through their depiction of apsarases, invite devotees to see love as
a bridge between the earthly and the divine. By celebrating the beauty and sensuality of the feminine

form, the sculptures encourage viewers to recognize the sanctity of love in its many dimensions.
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Apsarases in the Architectural Context of Khajuraho :

The placement of apsarases within the architectural framework of the Khajuraho temples is
also significant. They are often found on the outer walls of the temples, acting as transitional figures
between the secular and the sacred and symbolizing the transition from the physical to the spiritual
realms. As devotees enter the temple, they pass through layers of meaning, with the apsarases serving
as guides from the material world of beauty and sensuality to the inner sanctum, where the divine
resides. This outer layer, filled with scenes of beauty and desire, is meant to prepare the devotee for
the inward journey toward the sanctum (Michell 118).

This progression mirrors the spiritual journey of the devotee, who must first appreciate and
understand the material world before transcending it to achieve spiritual union. The apsarases, in this
sense, act as intermediaries between the human and the divine, inviting devotees to embrace both the
physical and the spiritual aspects of their existence. The apsarses function in this spatial design reflects
the metaphysical idea that understanding and transcending material reality requires first engaging
with it. As visual and symbolic agents, these figures embody the Tantric principle wherein the corporeal
form becomes a means of transcending material existence, illustrating the spiritual potential inherent
in embodied experience (Sundararajan and Mukerji 41).

Feminist Interpretations of Apsarases :

Conventional interpretations frequently cast apsarases as passive subjects of the male gaze.
Contemporary feminist scholarship has increasingly re-evaluated their representation, positioning
them instead as embodiments of female agency and cosmic potency. The assertive postures, self-
possessed expressions, and prominent placement of these figures within temple iconography resist
reductive readings and instead suggest their active participation in the sacred and metaphysical
dimensions of temple life.

In this perspective, apsarases may be interpreted as manifestations of Shakti. Shakti means the
vital, dynamic feminine energy that animates the cosmos in Hindu philosophy. Far from being
ornamental or peripheral, they emerge as active, sensual, and divinely empowered figures as creators,
enchantresses, and agents of spiritual force.

Conclusion :

The apsarases of Khajuraho are more than just beautiful celestial nymphs; they are powerful
representations of the feminine divine. Their presence reflects an integrated worldview in which
sensuality is not a distraction from the spiritual but a gateway to the divine. Their associations with
fertility, beauty, and love are deeply symbolic and spiritually charged. Through their depiction in the

temple art, these figures embody the divine feminine in all its complexity, representing both the
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material and spiritual dimensions of life. Their connection to fertility highlights the life-giving forces
of nature, while their beauty serves as a reflection of divine harmony. The sensuality of the apsarases,
far from being a mere indulgence, is portrayed as a sacred expression of love, linking the earthly and
the divine.

The integration of these celestial figures into Khajuraho’s architectural and spiritual narrative
affirms a worldview in which the material and the spiritual are deeply interconnected. By celebrating
both the physical and spiritual aspects of femininity, the apsarases remind us that beauty, love, and
fertility are not separate from the divine but are essential components of it. The feminine form,
celebrated through the apsarases, becomes a site of devotion and revelation, offering insight into an
Indian aesthetic where the sacred is encountered not by renunciation of the world, but through its
deepest pleasures and truths. In this way, the art of Khajuraho continues to inspire and inform our

understanding of the sacredness of life and the divine feminine.
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Abstract :

Anton Chekov’s short story ‘The Bet’ presents a profound exploration of human values
contrasting materialistic pursuits with the transformative power of knowledge leading to spiritual
enlightenment. The narrative serves a powerful critique of materialism and the flawed belief that
wealth can equate to happiness. Through the conflicting journeys of a banker and a lawyer, the story
reveals how isolation, suffering and introspection leads to spiritual awakening. To decide whether
capital punishment is humane or life imprisonment is a better option for crime and punishment, a
young materialistically motivated lawyer lives in solitary confinement for fifteen years to wing two
million rubbles from a rich banker. With passage of time, the banker deteriorates under the weight of
material greed which leads him to contemplate murder, a testament to his complete moral degeneration.

But the lawyer undergoing a journey through reading of deep philosophical, religious, and
classical texts sees the futility of wealth and embraces a life of spiritual liberation. ‘The Bet’ serves
as a poignant critique of materialism, illustrating its capacity to corrupt and dehumanize. Conversely,
it champions spiritualism as a path to true understanding and inner peace. The lawyer’s spiritual
liberation, through close reading and critical analysis reveals how Chekov critiques societal emphasis
on wealth and portrays spiritual wisdom as the ultimate triumph of human consciousness. By critically
examining the fates of the banker and the lawyer in the story ‘The Bet’, this paper presents a powerful
philosophical and psychological aspects of transformation from materialism (money, pride, and
competition) to the enduring power of spiritual enlightenment (personal growth and inner fulfilment).
The manuscript accentuates the potential of an individual’s rebirth by shedding of worldly attachments
in favour of spiritual enlightenment.

Keywords : Isolation, wealth, moral decay, awakening, self-realization, philosophy

ANH FallS -3 2025 (1) (116)



Introduction :

In this fast-developing society with increasing economic activities, it is the general perception
that material goods and worldly possessions have significant impact on life satisfaction and are the
source of our accomplishment and pleasure. “Materialism reflects the importance a consumer attaches
to worldly possessions. At the highest levels of materialism, such possessions assume a central place
in a person’s life and are believed to provide the greatest sources of satisfaction and dissatisfaction in
life” (Belk, 2001). This often leads the people to prioritize extrinsic goals such as fame, success, and
recognition over intrinsic goals like personal growth, meaningful relationships, and contribution
towards the society. The negative outcome of materialism in the form of envy, loneliness and social
1solation cannot be ignored. It is very true that possession of worldly objects cannot give permanent
and real-life satisfaction, the key to happiness (Nickerson et al., 2007; Pieters, 2013; Aftab et al.,
2023). Materialism represents the possession or power to acquire things irrespective of it gives a
true pleasure or not. A materialistic existence is short and unfulfilling.

Materialistic life is completely divergent from spiritualism. Spiritualism has a fundamental
philosophical shift away from materialism towards a holistic view of happiness and life-satisfaction.
This shift underscores the significance of balancing physical, emotional, and spiritual needs.
Spirituality gives self-assurance and assists in fostering positive relationships with one’s inner self
and society with a feeling of harmony, reason, and pardon.

The emptiness of the life centred around material possessions and the true happiness of self-
awakening leading to spirituality has been beautifully illustrated in the short story ‘The Bet’ (1889)
written by a Russian author Anton Chekov. The story offers a compelling narrative that challenges
conventional perceptions of value and meaning of life in a society where material wealth often defines
success. The story is about the bet between a wealthy banker who argues that the death penalty is
more humane and a lawyer who asserts that life imprisonment is the better option. The banker stakes
two million rubles that the lawyer cannot endure fifteen years of imprisonment in solitary confinement.

The lawyer accepts the bet. The lawyer initially suffers from loneliness and even regrets the
bet. But later he moves to study literature, philosophy, Gospel and theology. In the company of books,
the lawyer undergoes a deep spiritual transformation, rejecting material wealth and worldly pleasures.
As the bet is approaching its end, the banker loses all his fortunes and resolves killing the lawyer to
avoid paying the bet which shows the decay of his morality. The lawyer leaves the lodge five minutes
before the bet concludes, thereby forfeiting his claim to the money. The story portrays two contrasting
journeys: the banker’s descent into moral and financial decay and lawyer’s ascent into spiritual

enlightenment. The present study revisits ‘The Bet’ to explore the psychological and existential
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consequences between the empty materialism and the enduring peace of spiritual realization. The
work revolves around the themes of self-discovery, identity formation, and self-realization.
Analysis :

The Lawyer's and The Banker's Materialism

Chekhov’s ‘The Bet’ presents a realistic view how pleasure for wealth affects our life. The
story begins with a debate on capital punishment and life imprisonment which is a better option for
punishment, where the young lawyer claims,

“To live anyhow is better than not at all” (7he Bet, I).

The wealthy banker, out of anger and pride wagers two million rubles that the lawyer cannot
live in solitary confinement for fifteen years. The young lawyer accepts the bet declaring:

“Agreed. You stake two millions, I stake my freedom,” (The Bet, 1).

At the start of the story, both the banker and the lawyer are governed by materialistic
enthusiasms—one seeking wealth, the other demonstrating absolute power of wealth. The lawyer’s
acceptance of the bet and voluntarily subjecting himself to fifteen years of confinement reveal the
fascination with the benefits that wealth could bring overshadowing the value of life. It shows the
obsession for the money ignoring the cost. The story questions the pursuit of wealth over the freedom
and life. Though the narrative is more than a century old but the myth that wealth equates happiness is
relevant even today. Modern youth is taught to enjoy the life to the fullest but never guided how to
lead a meaningful and purposeful life. The narrative motivates the readers to pursue meaningful goals
and ambitions that align with their values and passions, rather than rushing after material goods for
the sake of status. Through the lawyer’s immediate proceeding for the bet, Chekov illustrates the
folly of youth. The attorney would never have agreed so hastily if he had been older and wiser. The
rich banker wagers frivolously asserting dominance of his wealth. Apart from materialism, ‘The Bet’
also reflects the power tussle between the rich and the poor. This power dynamic in the present-day
society is prevalent in the form of social and wealth inequalities, racial and gender discrimination,
and limited opportunities available for marginalized groups.

The Banker’s Ethical and Financial Decline :

Parallel to the lawyer’s ascent is the banker’s decay. The banker remains captivated by his
greed and materialism. But due to reckless speculation and gambling his vast fortune is vanished over
the fifteen years and is now on the verge of bankruptcy. In despair, the banker contemplates murder to
evade honouring the bet, a testament how materialism erodes morality and how his identity and self-
worth are inextricably tied to his wealth. His internal turmoil is evident when he says:

“He will take away my last farthing, marry, enjoy life, gamble on the Exchange, and I will look
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on like an envious beggar and hear the same words from him every day: ‘I’'m obliged to you for the
happiness of my life. Let me help you.’ No, it’s too much! The only escape from bankruptcy and
disgrace—is that the death of this.” (The Bet II)

“If T had the pluck to carry out my intention,” thought the old man, “suspicion would fall first
upon the watchman.”

Presenting the decay of the banker, Chekhov illustrates the futility of wealth and moral emptiness
of'the life centred solely around material possessions. The author again urges the readers to question
the true source of happiness in a world dominated by materialism.

Intellectual and Spiritual Progression of the Lawyer :

Chekhov meticulously details the stages of the lawyer’s transformation from valuing money
to renouncing it completely. The journey reflects a shift in his values and priorities with the progress
of his imprisonment. Initially, the lawyer indulges in materialistic pleasure and comfort. He asks for
books of a light character stories of crime and fantasy, comedies, and so on. Chekhov notes :

“In the first year... he suffered from loneliness and depression... then he took only to eating
and reading.” (The Bet I)

At first, the lawyer is abstaining from wine and tobacco but in the fifth year, he starts drinking
wine and playing music. He s often seen talking angrily to himself and weeping. The narrative illustrates
that living in isolation away from the society has its own adverse effects also. From the mid of sixth
year of the imprisonment, the lawyer’s reading habits shifts to philosophy, history, and science.

“In the sixth year, the prisoner began zealously studying languages, philosophy, and history.”

In the space of four years, he has gone through about six hundred volumes and learnt six
languages. The banker received the letter from the prisoner mentioning: “My dear gaoler, [ am writing
these lines in six languages” (The Bet I).

Gradually, he turns inward, focusing almost exclusively on theology:

“In the last two years of his confinement the prisoner read an immense quantity of theology.”

The learnings make him to renounce material possessions and earthly pleasures, culminating
in the letter where he declares :

“I despise freedom and life and health, and all that in your books is called the good things of
the world... I renounce the two million” (The Bet, I1).

The lawyer’s fifteen years of solitude lead him to profound introspection and self-discovery.
He is proficient in 6 languages, studies theology, and understands human thought and civilization’s
greatest achievements. In his intellectual journey the lawyer seeks knowledge, wisdom, profound

inner freedom and spiritual enlightenment rather than longing for physical pleasures or material goods.
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He asserts that the knowledge he has earned has exposed the illusory nature of material possessions.
He voluntarily subjects himself to fifteen years of isolation, only to emerge with a deep disdain for
the money he once coveted. His voluntary confinement which is initially driven by the promise of
immense, wealth a means to achieve happiness, becomes a vehicle for self-discovery rather than
punishment, motivating the human kind to find higher meaning of life beyond material satisfaction.
His time in confinement allows him to explore the depths of human knowledge and spirituality,
ultimately leading him to the realization that material wealth is hollow and insignificant compared to
the richness of intellectual and spiritual fulfilment.

The culmination point of the story is the lawyer’s leaving of the confinement just before
winning the bet and renouncing his reward. This voluntarily forfeit of the bet at the story’s end
symbolizes the rejection of greed, emphasizing the value of spiritual and intellectual freedom over
material gain. The spiritual fulfilment of the lawyer positions him morally superior figure compared
to the banker, who, in contrast, has become a desperate and corrupted individual clinging to his
dwindling fortune. A wise person in his situation would likely renounce the bet, as the lawyer does, to
demonstrate that true enlightenment and contentment cannot be bought or measured by monetary
gain. This evolution reflects Chekhov’s belief that inner spiritual development holds far greater
importance than external wealth.

Through the story The Bet, Chekhov’s presents the high cost of attaining self- knowledge. The
lawyer spends 15 years of his youth to decide if imprisonment is ethically worse than death, but the
banker risks only 2 million. In other words, the confinement is a kind of investment for the lawyer to
acquire self-awareness. His bony skeleton and dreadful appearance looking much older than his age
shows how much this exploration has cost him. Interpreting Chekhov, Borny (2006) also contends
that humanity is both amazing and tragic.

In the end after reading lawyer’s letter kept on the table, the banker has also the feelings of
scorn and weeps :

“Tears and remorse, mingled with shame, oppressed his heart.”

Literary Devices and Themes :

The following literary devices were used by the author to emphasize these different themes:

o The Bet: Represents materialistic obsession but failing to provide inner peace and self-
awareness
. Books: true companion, source of knowledge, wisdom and spiritual enlightenment during

lawyer’s isolation

J The Cell: symbolizes place for confinement not as a punishment but to attain self-realization
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of the lawyer
. Isolation and Self-awareness: isolation in confinement provides the lawyer an opportunity for

self-introspection and self-awareness
. Imagery: lawyer’s heath deterioration, shedding of earthly attachments reflecting cost for

spiritual transformation
. The Letter: Represents renunciation of materialism and embrace of spiritual enlightenment
Discussion :

“Man is what he believes.” This famous line by Anton Chekov captures the essence of his short
story the Bet, where belief, suffering and self-discovery lead to profound transformation from
materialism to spiritualism emphasizing the transient nature of material wealth and enduring
significance of intellectual and spiritual pursuits. One needs space, time and alienation form the
society to attain knowledge, wisdom and self-awakening. In the story The Bet, solitude provides the
required necessary space and isolation to the solicitor for self-realization and spiritual growth
permitting him to shed away his previous bearings and belief and challenge the deeper truths of his
existence. Lord Buddha could also achieve spiritual enlightenment living in isolation. Detaching
yourself from a/l thoughts and worldly objects create a state of tranquillity which is conducive to
ultimate self-understanding or enlightenment. Buddhist teachings also stress on self-purification to
attain enlightenment (bodhi) and liberation (nirvana). The mind is the primary tool for this
process. through the cultivation of mind. Equanimity and cultivation of mind with virtue, concentration,
and wisdom result in overcoming the negativity and achieving eternal peace and transcends happiness.
Research has shown that meditation and being more ‘mindful’ has beneficial effects for a range of
conditions. Shalghin (2025) underscores the dual nature of isolation. Isolation leads alienation, despair,
and a loss of human connection but is capable of fostering self-discovery and spiritual enlightenment.

Chekhov’s “The Bet” can be interpreted in the light of intertextuality of Holy Kuran especially
in the lawyer’s letter abandoning the bet money (Abdollahvand, 2022). “The bet serves as a metaphor
for the human condition, questioning the very foundations of what it means to live a meaningful life”
(Smith, 2017). Sweeti and Sharda (2024) illustrates that inadequacy of wealth for achieving happiness
and fulfilment portrays the isolation, disillusionment, and existential crises that often accompany the
relentless pursuit of material success. The lawyer’s rejection of materialism and consequent spiritual
enlightenment aligns with the basic philosophy found in almost all religions and holy books. Moreover,
his transformation and deep insights remind us figures like Jesus Christ, emphasizing the redemptive
power of suffering and introspection. Goswami Tulsi Das has also described that contentment is far
superior than possession of worldly objects. 7T & 51 €9 qroil &9 3R Iq9 g9 WH o9 7
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Ay &9 99 &4 eﬂ% FH “Cow wealth, elephant wealth, horse wealth, and a mine of jewels; when
contentment arrives, all wealth is like dust.”

The character of lawyer reveals the emptiness of worldly desires and the enduring power of
spiritual enlightenment. Through lawyer’s voluntary renunciation of wealth and the banker’s moral
collapse, Chekov shows that true fulfilment lies not in possessions but in the growth of the spirit. The
narrative offers a powerful reflection on the deeper meanings of life and challenges the readers to
reconsider the true value of wealth and the human cost of materialism.

The intellectual pursuits, personal fulfilment, and power dynamics are the issues that continue
to challenge and shape the lives of young people today (Bagui and Kumari (2023).

The author has kept the story open-ended and leaves for the reader to consider the ramifications
of the acts of the banker and the lawyer. Does the lawyer after spiritual awakening spend his days in
happiness? Is the banker not feeling remorseful about robbing a young lawyer of so many years?
Does the banker live a guilt-free life and realize the emptiness of materialism?

Conclusion :

Anton Chekhov’s “The Bet” is a powerful narrative in which suffering and solitude lead to
spiritual awakening. The lawyer enters the bet motivated by material gain but renouncing world objects
emerges spiritually transformed while the banker, clinging to wealth, is left morally bankrupt. By
juxtaposing the moral trajectories of the banker and the lawyer, Chekhov reveals a perpetual truth that
the material possessions are futile and temporary compared to the enduring wealth of the mind and
spirit. The story critiques the values of a materialistic society and presents spiritual as the highest
achievement of human existence. “The Bet” remains contemporary encouraging the readers to search

for the essence of a meaningful life beyond mere material success.
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Abstract :

Dastangoi is the art of Urdu storytelling. Its origins are in the Persian epic tradition, and it has
flourished in the Indian subcontinent in various royal courts before its decline in the 20th century.
This paper is centered on the revival of dastangoi in the contemporary Indian theatre by artists such as
Mahmood Farooqui and Danish Husain. It offers a brief, historical view of the dedicated dastangoi
festivals and spaces in the contemporary indian theatre. Issues regarding fusion and heritage of the
Urdu literary tradition are mentioned. The paper concludes with the future of dastangoi as a distinctive
and emergent Indian performative tradition.

Keywords : dastangoi, storytelling, oral tradition, Urdu literature, Indian theatre
Introduction :

Dastangoi is a performative art that has undergone a revival in 21st-century Indian theatre.
Meaning “to tell a dastan (epic tale)", dastangoi is an Urdu form of long storytelling, the tradition of
which has its origin in Persia and came to the Indian subcontinent centuries ago. Thriving in various
Indian courts for centuries and acquiring its specific Indo-Persian character, dastangoi in the wake of
Indian independence, became a dying art. Nonetheless, the early 2000s witnessed attempts at reviving
this evocative art form by Indian theatre practitioners such as Mahmood Farooqui and Danish Husain.
Their revivalist dastangoi shows across the metros played a pivotal role in reigniting interest in the
oral tradition, and they have gone on to train a new generation of artists as well as take the tradition
forward, exploring new content and fusions.

While centering this research on dastangoi’s trajectory in the context of modern theatre, it is
important to briefly on its historical evolution and structural essentials. A look at the themes, the
artists, and the spaces supporting dastangoi today makes it clear why it remains a figure of the

imagination. The study consequently also explores the future promise and trials of the dastangoi
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revivalist movement in the midst of contemporary Indian performing arts in the 21st century.
Historical arc of dastangoi :

Dastangoi has its roots in a Middle Eastern tradition of storytelling that was transferred to the
Indian subcontinent by the conquering Persians in the early 13th century. These epic oral performances
of the bards entertained various courts with stories of episodic heroes, either historically based,
mythological, or romantic, in a large variety of stories from Persian epics called Dastan, roughly
similar to a "grand epic". The Persian element entered Indian poetic stylistic traditions and mixed
with local elements under the Delhi Sultanate and in the Mughal courts.

Mughal emperors, such as Akbar, were benefactors of such storytelling, and performances
could last for several nights(Pritchett, 2000). Leading Urdu poet Mir Taqi Mir notes in his 18th-
century memoirs that when professional dastangos appeared in the courts of noble houses, they would
read stories dressed in resplendent robes and recount tales like “Tilism-e-Hoshruba” (Enchantment
of Senses), holding court audiences fascinated (Sajjad, 2014).

In the post-independence period in India, when Urdu lost state patronage, Muslim royal
patronage also ceased to exist for arts like dastangoi, and it rapidly went into decline. Dastans, that
one was a theatre of the people, moved to the old Muslim quarters, which were pushed to the back
alleys of urban centres for lack of patrons after independence. Without courts to serve, professional
storytellers found themselves on the radio or in new jobs in independent India due to a lack of listeners.

Contemporary art and literature scholar Mahmood Farooqui’s seminal 2006 essay ‘Field Notes
on Dastangoi’ states that during this time, dastangoi was being treated as ‘low art’ with a handful of
persistent practitioners who were with limited shows at Id festivals or Urdu conferences being put on
for buildings full of nostalgic audiences(Farooqui, 2006). The once-appreciated art form found its
elite patrons vanishing, as did the diasporic listeners, while Urdu itself faced an identity crisis after
Partition.

Dastangoi in Contemporary Theatre :

The 2 1st-century revival of dastangoi by Mahmood Farooqui and Danish Husain has managed
to attract support from renowned cultural institutions for mounting performances, archival projects,
and special training workshops. Literary Festivals such as Jaipur Literature Festival, Galle Literary
Festival have programmed special dastangoi sessions, threading it into mainstream Indian theatre
programming. India International Centre, which had invited revival shows in the past, however has
thrown open its gates for young exponents to stage full evenings of dastangoi for member audiences.
Even state cultural institutions like the Sahitya Kala Parishad offer infrastructure support for special

productions (like a dramatic portrayal of the life of poet Ghalib).
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Students of Farooqui and Husain’s intense training workshops have cemented dastangoi in a
higher league, via the creation of collectives such as Karwan-E-Adab, The Dastangoi Collective, and
summer youth clubs. They use social media for a specific event-related promotion and share digital
recordings to effectively reach a larger audience. Special themed productions, such as supernatural
tales or adventure sagas, cater to fans of those genres, and writing workshops bring the next generation
of talent into the performance content creation field.

However, after independence, dastangoi dwindled when courtly patronage ceased and mass
audiences changed, and the form took a rapid nosedive. By the 21st century, a little-known fading folk
art reappeared in remnants at Urdu conferences, with few elderly practitioners living in Delhi. This is
why the committed revival efforts of writer-directors Mahmood Farooqui and Danish Husain are
valuable for the resurrection of dastangoi’s theatrical plenitude. After years of archival scholarship
and training from ustads, they developed modern adaptations that communicate the potent emotional
effects of this oral tradition.

Conclusion :

The paper has mapped the spaces where dastangoi’s revival is being sustained along the
contemporary arts scene, from festivals to dedicated clubs that facilitate young talent. Practitioners
are actively changing vocabulary and styling to try to pull in broader audiences beyond the niche
aficionados. Critical analysis, however, foregrounded the on-ground realities: around access barriers,
communal perceptions, and economic obstacles that continue to restrict dastangoi’s horizons of
mass spread. With systematic learning at the feet of ustads and intense archival research, the new
wave of performers is creating contemporary presentations that explode the emotive potential of this
oral mode. At this critical juncture in our democracy and civilizational existence, we can say that
Dastangoi finally symbolizes how artistic collaborations nourished by progressive solidarity will

always keep pulsating India in the throes of'its civilizational syncretism.
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