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FFITGE Bl POH &...... . .
GIfgeer AT JATS : AT D T HdIg

I AR H 9 FATS I Hahel AR F9ERN & g8 H Al gorl ©, Aty @l
AT 3R 41 1w Ul 81 Sl & | A1 ®Had HeadRll & AH—a1 T8l §, T8 TS DI
SITCHT T JMMSAT B | INHT 2T AT & SelTs—TT 3 § 8 ST S Dl GgdTed B BT 94
TART PR X8 & — b U f40el 1 IR Sl 71 dadl Saeid 8, dfed HAaral Bl 9l e PN |

e 3fh A, TG 3R HPIcr B Aol H I S BT JHAV 7, Sl [qaR, e
IR 99 & a1y fAf= oRgdl 4 THAMRIG [Iudl &7 gSdTet &l 2 | 37T 54 ddbeiid - Gamail
DI A F BT Y& PR QAT 2, T9 I8 S8l 81 17 2 b 89 39 yare o o, #3iar 3R
AT BT g7Y I | T 27T 1 BT g favies ST TS BT U bl & — STel AT, qHIeT
3R o & AH1 wWRi BT Fdferd gfedor I uwga v Tar 2 |

A1 HEST &Rl BT Hebel 7T8l, died Uh Pleldg a1 & Gl Il DI YR B &l Bl
HRT AT Tl 2 | DR, Jordl, ART H bR YHS, 37y, AN IR FHBIAT Hiddl T &R
I H A2 7 7 DHadd ArITd [TETaRl & X@ifdd fbar, afed dafcud A &I o AT e |
9 3 | YT N ATeRdl AR FHETRN § I8 We w9y d gRdferd siar & fb afeey smw
I A DI AT B 3R Fled DI AHAT <dl & | TP & 59 3fp § el el sk
IGDT T R ey @ fafder gall S <ferd famed, ARy =ref=n, urior gere, feor § |ifged
@1 feT, iR IRaw At # IRARAr R Irdd TR IR Aqfora fad= far 71 s I8
faeIydT R8I & S=IF 7 dhaat dgifae fa9el fHar, afews @magiRe ygqel & W1 G- 1| I8
e 7 dad f[Agmi & forw STAnh 2, afew el ok Am=g ures! &1 A1 faem a1 % |e™ © |

I8 U Hafdfed T4 & b A1t T9ST 9 Hedr Siifdd 8l I8 Fahdl 3R 7 &1 FH1el
A 3G BIhR U APl STl W TSI ¥& Fohdl & | 9 UMD § YHIRIT FF-18 59
g Bl gfte BRI ¢ | Mg 98 ATHIOT IR B FHRIISH UR MRS o7g HATY 81 T BA—397e R
Bfad ArIAIHS o, §91 H I8 9d a1 ST Favdl & b AIiRISR 3107 F9I @ ATeal Bl
U &1 & | AT 2 AW FT I & dadt Ua Aiffad dher A8, 9fed Ud Hare ® —
Y 3R GO @ AL | Ig [alg 9 $Hadl UISd 3R o & 41d BIAT &, died FAST AR IR
S 7 A U g BT BRI BRAT 2 | 59 3B DI [Awar I8 A1 & b 59 s |t &
AT fARTOTTd R AMATIATHS REPHIV BT W FHH Hged faam 17 2 |

3 #H, B9 AT oY W & | olgl, Snefefl, Fured WAl 3R uTedl Bl AR
Udhe B 7, NIl Tdiidr 9 3fd &1 T9g 99101 8| 89 319 &xd 2 & I8 3fd Smua!
S faaRT # T <, 9fed MU MU AHISTD ARIGRI @ Jfcr AT 3R 37Id ASHT BT |
AT —HdTE BT I& WRURT Il & FeTa] X8 — Sl HTADMEAT & AT,

—HUTeh
I Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (7)
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PIAG YT STIch A e 3ifRAar e srorerey & fdarsf
1. Tnfeset =
HE—UTEgIh, o=l fawmT
RIS Afgell Helfdererd, agermdle, fea=dysd, HRe—695014

TR :

TR WY BT B TR M Zal ATcd H ARI—IIRAT 3R FAHEY & {3372l &1 b
AUl IETERYT & | U8 AICh HBRA DI TENT & aRT DI Y GRSHIV A UK HRd 8¢ &l
@ IR, IRFR—A IR AFgaaTHs aven & Ivg 9 A9 IRy &1 sifiers o 2|
T eI H U WH—YF| IR FHEHD I & AR R AICH H Figd ARI—dT,
SIRFAT—IT TAT MY & A AT BT ety fFar 11 § | a4 W el & {6
YR ®Hadt U URIOEG YT o1, dfcds AMISh 3T, THF AR SULT BT FHAT A are]
HIgelel S &1 AR a8 1 SHeT gy ARG Ul | 3Nl 9gd] E—a =T,
SIHAAHA AR HMINTD =R & ULHT DI IqHNCd BRAT © | I8 ATCh A SA—I7e @ gfte
A 3T URIRTD & TAT FHBTA FHTS H F—3MTHRI R i FAFAT IR THR =id= & fog
ORI FRaT B |
AT K : DIAC YR, ABR WY, AR JRHAT, freAqey, SH—faael, e, g |
ofdaer :
Rl ey ey o Hrarg urEl & YAulS &l tRURT = M AMISTe iR darRd wesl
DI JAMH HRA BT ASAYLl B (AT B | SH IRURT H IR AY BT ATCH DA TMUR Yo AR
PO & FI H WT | I8 Aled TeMRA DI TER & aRT DI dg H IGHY ARI—3TRHAT,
JATCHEEN, HHETSTS =R AR TUTEAHD AT & AR~ AT Bl ISR HRAT 2 | THY U
YR BT BIA U e U AT IR N b wU H KT Al B, dfch 9 w
Haereld, faarefia iR o= 9 uRyel &t & w9 @ fafya faar 8 < ore aiRaw @i
IERI @ fory FRaR Fad el 2 |

YRR TS | 1 &1 RIS ofd F79 dd AMISTd, d1fife iR Aipiad ARl R
fEifa & 2| Rgaarets sgaven 7 S @ wWdaar, o amar ik afva e o @iffa
PR DT TN 5T | DA TER F TR BT Siad 5Hl Fgawen o1 faSa-mei o1 Uil adx

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (8)




IR & | D] [Aa18 SHD! 32671 & [d%g [HAT ST & TAT IHA Heed Ayl q2di ol I
furar Srar 2 | a7 Rafd & &) IR¥ar iR S9a ISR @ &9 & WK SRl § | TR gRT
W U 3rEl WR UET 9T I Aot Ui & U AU BT Ud T8l 8, dfod Ig I AN
T & [I%g T A9 ufeRie A1 g 59 S99 Sitad & o W@ fayg |

Aed H AR IRAAT BT U dhddl AR R ddb AIHd el I8d], dich I8 IS
AT HREAT 3R T I S STl & | TR BT AT IHD AR =el 2 HIa-TH D,
fde 3R a4 gg ol UfiiEg HRar 8 | 98 T 3R Uoil, ATl 3R I & <IRicdl o1 fHaies
FHA B, TEI T 3R A IR, T IR Wdd ga @) @it dRell 8 | T8 BRUT &
b Pt MER Mg SH—faHel #1 gfte I rd gyl A1ced AHT ST & |

: /_\ y o \\\ .
T f \ 5
= |_ | | %

fror 1 : sreree @ JaIfds drar
IfiTeh AgHTE 3IIR SRFAT AERT BT AHAT BR V81 © | §9 TUBR DA TUR 9 bdd U [
HAT BT YRGo ©, dios ST A, JRAAT AR ATHFEY & ULAT Bl TSI A IR DA ared]
HeRh ACH W1 2|
aTfEcer Jatam :

PR Y B[ ATCH HIFel THR HEMRA DI TR DI Ddel YRIOTH Ul & WU § 781, dfod
gA<ITcHS eIl 4 Bl g, AUATHG AR ATHAIERT Sl & wY H URJd BT ¢ |
SUTel MI—UA H §H ACH Dl ARI—ANRHT, FH—IMW 3R AADI YAUS & Heedqol IaeRv]
& WU H T IAT © | IOY FcHD FATST H TMERT 1 AR RAAr 2 e | a8 e fdhan
T & & MUR &7 it Wited AN 8], dfch AMIMNTG—IISHIad 8d & [aog Al
gfeRler € | S YR ‘DI MR H FHAR™ FIEFN H A1Ceh Bl 99T, FaTe 3R g G
DI MR B ATIRD ST DI xh B ATl YT HEgH AT AT B |

eMEehdisl 7 I8 A1 X@ifdhd fBar & fh Wax AT 7 ASMRT BT HAT Bl IEI & qod S
MY F—Ad=T SISl 8 | MR &1 [9ars, IAS! ST B SUell, Ul HI arR<Idebar ST

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (9)




3R RISTERT ERT IHD Si1dd BT ISTAN— A [T THIT AR B JIRhD IRATT & B9 DI IR
PRI B | Sl PR AY b Aehl § ERT B @R § IY & Sl I Wl & [y uefie
T8, afew v & fI%g AIGAHS 3R IR YRR @ Sfrarel AT 3T & |

2=l el § Vil A R Y AMS eI ¥ W Bl 7 b AR5 T A R YD
ATed ad SAI—urd eR—eR A1, AT AR FeTadr @1 8fd | gr8x THY ATHAHAT,
srferR—ar 3R fasTe @ e § ged €| 39 ool § e TR @) TR faRiy 2, 93ifs S|
Aoy gl fagTe A Afde AR AfcRIY &I WU € | 98 37U 12l Y 3=A1g DI ygardl g, fbg
T, faqrE—3Rer 3R A1 & <drdl & drd 9D Ffhed RIIAR ol Sl = |

ey ATl UR gU e, fTRiveR A1edl 3R 7 HETRA—ATERT ATch] H Ffe
eIl H U8 91 A A © 1 AT Fl ArcdhdRl 7 [Herd Bl g S—1yor, = 3R
Afdieh UGS Bl SR B & oY fobar 81 59 gfte A DAl TER Dl TERY Bl Bl Bl
eI, gfcs I AMISTD el &I AT & Sl Wl Bl a8, $20T AR g @ uRdR, a3 3R
| & fod H FRE el B

';i; Ao qard
J

Q s drer
d

e ga
J

ﬁmm

$
‘ <
Ryar 2 : omard @ soTEeY ATse

31d: Ydadi] el BT FHY epy I8 8 o Bl TMER H ART IRATT BT U9 ddel b
U1 I AT 21 &, dfed I MU, IS, [dars—ae iR Bl & R 9 Sl
% fawel 2| TR BT MAAES MYFTH T B IH Aq BT Tdid 2 Sl T DI ggard]
2, AU IRFAT DI WISl PRell § AR A B AR A JfoRier &1 A1y =6l 2 |
JTIT P 363 ¢
1. AR AY & ACh DA MR § TR JRAAT & =T ArATH BT Heqa= BT |
2. YR & IRF H [T erdey, UfcRIY iR AT B AIaT BT [deelyor - |

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (10)




3. cd H R Ugecis Arifore aer ar 96 Sl Siidd IR 9T BT el

PRAT |
4. DEA TER H A S—AdqT 3R YT SN—(a9el & Fciaell BT uIeor B |
5. ACH & ARIH ¥ Wl DI Wad ygaH, ALER—A AR AMINSTD I Heell el Dbl

HAST AT IAD] AABICIT UTERTHAT BT I@IHd HRAT |
oy ughd

TR T IO Td JuiTeAd 2T TgHd TR MR 7 | AT Bl T I IR
Y P ACH HIFA MR H AR IREAT iR AT & famet H1 faveryor &= 2| 39 My
fgdiae dal &1 SUAT fhar a2, 9 eie—ud, SHiEde okd, YWD, g-Yde qefn
FA—fael &R o<l Trew Wit | Hefed geniRa Al enfier €1 AIed & ol UI &l T8 e
PR IGH e SN—ad=T, gedcad HReAT, AT STFATT TT TERT & feAey d OIS
TR T {qgetyor foham ar 2| 3y H fAeelvucAs Ud AR s Ugid &l JART &HRd §Y
SUSTE AMEd & AR W hY I fHU T 8 | 39 YHR MY BT AR Afefcded a3 AR
AT JAepTaiAeh Al BT JollcHd Td ATAlaHD 3edTT 2 |
PIAEG YTE : PATTET TT ATCT-UFRVET :

AR AY BT DI IR HETHRA B HAT TR RN T Agaqui MYHa = Aes g,
ST TENT & Siia iR S 3Agg Bl Ds H W AT & | ACh &I HATIR TR & (darg,
IAD FUAI, WA AGEl qAT BRAAYR D1 oia<l & 4 Ia= aRRerfal & ga—e
IR Bl & | TERT BT I8 1G85 81 b SA@T 9978 TF8 goRTg 9§ 89 Sff I87 8 | 9
DT YT FeT IR g8 X JMETd BT 3gHd Rl § AR 37U @l IR YEI qiel o BT 077 el
2| I8 (ol dad ufd & afd gadr 981, 9fcs I|a AT gU B SR IR & [9%g TP A
ARy & w0 H fl <@ S 2 |

ATCd BT ATCI—URYIE 3T gRehIvT I MTH UTHl &1 R WR SR © | 2dR
Y | MYR] Bl URURS AGE AR B Bl F AW GGIdR Ub Adaeid, faarefia iRk
AT SN & w0 H U [T 2 | Aes d |1, URAR, A iRk SH—iRaw & gl B
TTERTE ¥ SO/ AT 2 | Haral iR ge-msil & "regd ¥ I8 fewmn 1 € & 59 yar amfre
3R SIS WA BN &1 WdFdl iR gga Bl JaIfad del 2 |

DA MYR H Aca—URUeT TG SI—dHel 9 Jedl &, W&l TERl & aRkA
SHI—AREAT, FTHAATY 3R UCRIY BT Ul THDHR IHRAT © | 39 TBR AICH (ATHIT FHofl &
HIETH ¥ AT FATS § S D1 R ok I9a 3R Haell Tl &l gHTaeel] 7 4 1fHeth
HRAT 2 |

I Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (11)
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foramg o ot & Fien

l J
v

v R

rer 3 : foqeraTere aaear siie @it ufdog

aTer sifdaraT @ fearsf ¢

PR WAY & B TUR H AR ARAAT BT U dald VI & ®U H IURT B | ACH Bl
YIIIAT 3R ATBRT BT SULT JOI—HETT HATS §IRT Bl SITeil R8I & | AChDR o TERT B HAEIH
A I8 ™ &1 va foan 2 & & &1 iR dael g, /AT rdar uRaR &l #Aicreil dd
Aifra &1 B, 9fcd IF@! U WS UgEH, AT iR IR A B |
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Abstract :

India gradually began to be the subject of global scrutiny with regard to its democracy, human
rights and religious freedom. Since 2014, the narrative of India’s “crisis of democratic consolidation
or democratic decline” and the spectre of religious intolerance and ‘majoritarian politics’ have been
built into the media, policy documents, advocacy literature and academia broadly. These evaluations
have been influential in determining the global image of India, but they also have broader implications
with regard to the process of global knowledge production, the politics of representations and the
moralization of states. The aim of this paper is to critically examine some of the major texts that
represent a specific ideology of India being an “intolerant civilization” between 2014 and 2024. It is
based on postcolonial theory, critical discourse analysis, and theories of epistemic power and examines
the role of recurring narratives in the production, circulation and legitimation in transnational academic,
policy and media networks. Also, it considers whether the same issues are conceptualized and analysed
with similar consideration of racial discrimination, religious persecution and ethnic violence in other
geopolitical settings. The paper does not evaluate the factual correctness of specific incidents, but
rather takes heed of the larger discursion Al patterns that interpret, classify, and represent civilizational
identities. It argues that the struggle against Eurocentric narratives of the state of India is an old story
that is continuing to be produced today and continues to influence global narratives of tolerance,
democracy and freedom of religion. The paper introduces the term ‘politics of vilification’ and is a
contribution to the discussions concerning epistemic authority, civilizational identity and how moral
scrutiny is differently distributed in the current international discourse.

Keywords : Eurocentrism; Ethnocentrism; India; Indianness; Civilizational Politics; Critical Discourse
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Analysis; Epistemic Power; Postcolonial Theory.
1. Introduction :

New transnational communication, international advocacy groups and academic circles to
influence the image and reputation of states globally had proliferated in the last two decades. New
transnational communication, international advocacy groups and academic circles, now with the
capacity to shape the image and reputation of states across the world, had also emerged in the last
twenty years. Today states are not legitimate simply because they are founded on a constitution or
have democratic political structures, but because of narratives created through global networks of
knowledge. Reputations, foreign policy, investment climates, and diplomacy are increasingly influenced
by reports on national human rights and civil liberty records, religious freedom, and minority
protection, as well as national democracy. National human rights and civil liberty records, religious
freedom, and minorities are all important parts of national records which have an impact on national
reputations, foreign policy discussions, investment climate conditions and diplomatic activity. As a
result, the creation of global knowledge is also an important arena of political power.

In this broader context, India is a democracy which has become one of the most talked about
in the political arena worldwide. There have been numerous academic studies, policy research papers,
media commentaries and other advocacy papers since 2014 which more and more depicted India as a
democratic erosion, a continuous change of majorities, and a country beset by religious intolerance.
Indian narrative on the status of freedom of religion or belief since 2014 as well as documents from
international organisations and think tanks have contributed to this process of national narration around
India’s continued democratic backsliding and the deterioration of religious freedom. Whatever the
individual studies have been strong or weak, the impact of the club has been on constructing a particular
narrative on the world’s Indian identity.

It is an important theoretical question we have to discuss in the light of the importance of this
discourse. In a global perspective, why do certain societies remain the butt of international censure
when they fail to make progress on issues of racial discrimination, ethnic and religious conflict, and
exclusion and/or mistreatment of minorities, while other societies, despite continuing struggles, are
placed in a more “relative” position in the global political narrative? Rajeev is no one to ignore or
criticize the problem of the country — domestic problem in India. Rather, it is interested in the process
of becoming symbolically overvalued in the discourse of international politics and of the production,
legitimatization and reproduction of such symbols within institutional frameworks used by selected

Ccascs.

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (27)



The concept of “intolerant civilization” cannot be assessed only in the context of the processes
inside the country, the paper argues. It has, instead, had to be situated in these other modes of production
of knowledge that were abandoned by colonial contact, and are cultivated and sustained in the present
by the world’s already in place institutions. Traditions are Eurocentric and have created universal
authority over notions of a civilization, modernity, tolerance and political legitimacy. Colonialism’s
structures are no longer evident but the epistemological assumptions of the colonial period are still
manifest within the global frameworks of interpretation of non-Western societies. Such assumptions
often take Western historical experiences as the universal norm, and alternative experiences of
civilisations as that which is to be judged, corrected, or doubted.

This paper views these processes in the following manner: as a “politics of vilification. It is an
on-going discursive practice that continues to depict some states and/or civilisations as ‘morally
deficient’, lacking in democracy and/or ‘civilizational deficient’. This does not need to imply “to
invent,” or “to make up. Rather, it points to a narrow-mindedness that involves concentrating on
elements of a community’s political culture, recurring treatment of subjects, framing and asymmetrical
comparison that may culminate in shaping perceptions of a political community at the international
level. Processes may occur unintentionally: when it comes to institutional routines, to dominant
theories or the theoretical tradition they come from, and to strategic political communication.

The study has been carried out during the twelve years spanning two decades 2014 to 2024,
when India was witnessing its rising geopolitical stature along with that of its growing international
focus. During the 10-year period, there were considerable changes in India’s foreign policy, economic
diplomacy, capability development, technology development and strategic partnerships with other
countries, which resulted in extensive comments from other countries on democracy, religious
freedom, minority rights and constitutional government. The developments provide a sufficient
empirical basis to speak about the intertwining of changes in geopolitical space and representation in
the discourse.

In methodological terms the paper adopts critical discourse analysis approach for analysing
key selected books, policy reports, media publications and scholarly writings which have formed the
backbone of dominant discourses about India. The focus of the analysis is not on the validity/invalidity
of every and each criticism, but on the conceptual vocabulary, and comparing frames and frameworks,
categories of analysis, and assumptions that India is operating on. The focus of the paper moves from
events to patterns of knowledge production to open up the light on the functioning of international

stories in creating civilizational identities.
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It then reviews the literature on Eurocentrism as well as on postcolonial theory and global
knowledge production, and outlines its theoretical underpinning and the method. It then examines
how influential international texts discursively produce India, looks at the relation of such disclosures
to other patterns of international moral discourse, and finally sketches the outlines of such vilifications
in contemporary debates concerning epistemic authority, civilizational legitimacy, and international
political thought.

2. Literature Review : Knowledge, Civilizational Hierarchies, and the Global

Representation of India

Human rights, religious freedom, and democracy are central issues in many debates that are
topical in today’s world. Many debates of the day about religious freedom, human rights and democracy
are claimed to be statements of universal political values. But a powerful wave of postcolonial
scholarship has been sceptical of the idea that the creation and use of such norms is somehow unlinked
to the historical webs of power. The debate is no longer about the universal values and importance of
democracy, liberty and religious freedom but about who sets the standard for democracy, who defines
what religious freedom means and thus who determines which societies are considered legitimate or
not. This shift from a normative to epistemological inquiry has had important consequences for
international politics and provided an analytical and interpretative framework intended to grasp current
conceptions of India.

Global knowledge is never politically, historically neutral and innocent, postcolonial writers
have always said. Orientalism (1978), by Edward Said, was a classic study on the history of colonial
scholarship in the representation of the Orient that illustrates how orientalist learning produced a
cluster of representations which, at the same time, depoliticized colonial power and secured its identity
as superior. Samir Amin (1989) expanded this idea of Eurocentrism, an ideology that essentially
attributes the experiences of Enlightenment to all countries, and bars alternatives. Dipesh Chakrabarty
(2000) also argues that the current “political” discussions in the world circle are still rooted in
Europe; Walter Mignolo (2011) and Boaventura de Sousa Santos (2014) follow that line of thought
and demonstrate the continuation of the “coloniality of knowledge” after the “end of empire.”” Although
there are some significant differences between them, all of these scholars make a similar argument:
the production of global knowledge continues to be caught up in unequal patterns of epistemic authority
that inform the ways in which non-Western societies are comprehended.

Where history and geography have set a hierarchy, so does the present-day global governance

in the use of language; colonialism has established the hierarchy and now global governance is doing
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the same with language. The Foucaultian perspective of power/knowledge is of particular importance
for the understanding of this change. Foucault says there are other ways that political power is visible
and these include the production of truths that are taken for granted, the production of legitimate
classifications, and the production of legitimate modes of representation. From this perspective,
critical discourse analysts have demonstrated that language is not just the reflection of political
reality, but also a part of it and a construction of it. International reports, democracy indices, religious
freedom evaluations and policy documents are not only descriptive tools, but also technologies with
which states acquire global political identities.

Within this bigger picture, at the international level, India has emerged as one of the most
closely-watched and studied democracies today. Since 2014, several themes have come together and
grown in importance to the extent that they are treated as interwoven strands of analysis in a significant
body of academic work, advocacy reporting, media investigations and policy analysis to explain the
political evolution of India in various ways. There have been increasing voices of academic research,
advocacy reports, media investigations and policy analysis in the four intertwined geographies of
democratic backsliding, religious majoritarianism, shrinking civic space and minority rights which
have pointed to the political trajectory of India since 2014 onwards. Since 2014, India has faced
various climate assessments, such as the Status of Freedom of Religion or Belief in India, which
influence worldviews regarding India’s democratic and constitutional trajectory, and assessments by
Freedom House, the V-Dem Institute, USCIRF, Amnesty International and others. These texts have
shaped a prevailing reading of India that has been frequently employed in international academic and
policy debates on India.

This scholarship is a significant and should not be taken lightly. It has communicated on salient
issues relating to constitutional management, freedom of expression, liberty of religion, citizenship,
and minorities, which has enriched the academic debate on the current nature of Indian politics.
While there has been a surge of literature, there is also an important (but thin, and subtle) gap in
analytical research of this literature. The existing literature and reports have been mainly about the
condition of religious freedom and the Indian democracy from a factual point of view. A far less
studied topic is the being of the Constitution of India as an inter-nationally haunted moral entity, as
mentioned above. The processes of how particular stories become dominant, how they are
institutionalised and how they become knowledge around the globe, however, remain comparatively
little studied.

This is especially important since international political discourse is rapidly moving to
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comparative in-judgments. Human rights violations, racial discrimination, ethnic conflict, religious
persecution and democratic erosion take place within a variety of geopolitical contexts, but they are
represented in places, with concepts and languages, and in terms of intensities that can vary significantly.
It could be due to geopolitical interests, institutional requirements, media fact, historical context
and/or epistemological mechanisms, but these theoretical possibilities have been explored somewhat
superficially and systematically to a lesser extent.

This article aims to remedy that and refocus the analytical interests from the ‘empirical validity
of individual criticism’ to the politics of their production and circulation. It refers to the accretion of
this ‘the Politics of Vilification’, explanation of which are the ‘recurrent discursive practices’,
‘interpretative frameworks’, and ‘institutional networks’ all contributing to the construction of the
image of a political community internationally. In this approach, representation is not seen as a
straightforward image of domestic realities; rather it becomes a space for examining the
epistemological process which constitute civilizational identity as it is produced, stabilized and
contested in the present global discourse. The purpose of this article is to link postcolonial theory
and discourse analysis with international political thought and to offer a framework that could be
extended not only to the Indian context, but also to other questions of the twenty first century in the
field of knowledge, legitimacy and civilizational politics.

3. Theoretical Framework : Civilizational Reputation and the Politics of Vilification :

For a long time, it is proved in politics that power is not only in the form of institutionalized
coercive nature but also in the form of the production of knowledge and meaning. Cultural hegemony,
the capacity of political power to construct, mould and naturalise social realities is a concept conceived
by Antonio Gramsci, examined by Michel Foucault in his idea of power/knowledge and Edward Said
in his notion of Orientalism. As these traditions bring together, they show us what extent the power to
rule is preserved not necessarily by military or economic power but by the power to create a legitimate
knowledge of political facts. But, despite these contributions, modern state and civilizational theories
pay little attention to a basic question: how do states and civilizations earn lasting international
reputations?

Past scholarship mostly has come to a focus on the domestic political performance available
to explain international reputation. The idea of democratic backsliding is based on the premise in
academic research that reputations are the result of institutional realities, including research on human
rights, religious freedom and governance. While these kinds of approaches remain important, they

often are not involved in an awareness of the epistemic processes by which political form is created
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for political reality—at least for knowledge: in interpretations, in selections, in amplifications, and
in institutionalization in the global networks of knowledge. Narrative, comparison and organization
of political events are discursive practices which are necessary if they are to acquire international
significance. The process of political performance is not the only means through which international
legitimacy is achieved; but also, the creation of authoritative interpretations.

This article attempts to theorize these processes as a process of ‘Civilizational Reputation’.
Civilizational reputation is the durable, if not permanent, image of an entire civilization or political
community that is internationally recognised, interpreted and evaluated in terms of its civility.
Civilizational reputation is generally discussed in terms of a wider symbolic identity of a society and
is not related to foreign policy behaviour or the credibility of the state as is usually the case with
diplomatic reputation. It determines the interpretation of a political community prior to the
understanding of any particular political concept, which subsequently leads to assessments of
democracy, human rights, the freedom of religion and belief as well as constitutional governance.

The Politics of Vilification is one key pathway in creating civilizational reputations, the article
suggest. Politics of Vilification, defined as a repeated process of discursive representation,
authoritative classification and comparative framework, has been claimed to be “a process of discursive
and institutionalization that transforms contingent political events into relatively lasting civilizational
features.” It is not meant to be interpreted as a condemnation of anything that is not right, unorganized,
or political. Otherwise, the democratic societies are not possible without a critical scrutiny. Rather,
the conditions under which some representations acquire epistemic authority, become widely
circulated, and become accepted accounts of political reality are explored.

The Politics of Vilification is different in four ways from the existing critical perspectives.
First, the present frame calls on institutions of knowledge production not primarily colonial who are
looking to the East as in Orientalism but present ones in what purports to be a postcolonial
international order. Production of civilizational images today takes place in the fields of academic
research, policy reports, advocacy networks, global governance rankings, media agencies and expert
communities. The actors do not necessarily have to be working towards the same goal but they can
use common terminology (concepts) and commonly employ referencing to “firm up” certain
representations.

Second, Foucault has theorized how objects of knowledge are produced by discourse, and in
the present approach, it is the aggregate institutional products of repetition that are considered. An

1solated newspaper article does not reflect the foreign perception of a country. Instead, the authority
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of a reputation is developed when the same interpretive frame happens repeatedly in a variety of
institutions. The more it is heard the more familiar, the more familiar the more credible, the more
credible it is a more official one for the institution. This is an iterative process, wherein particular
readings become ever more indistinguishable from the object-descriptive description of the political
reality.

Third, the concept of epistemic amplification is introduced. Epistemic amplification is when
certain stories increase in their power and influence when repeated within a network of closely coupled
institutional arenas in which some knowledge is produced. Citations, thematic convergence, and mutual
reinforcement of academic publications, international reports, media, policy analyses, and governance
indices are common mechanisms wherein academic publications interact with media, international
reports, policy analyses, and governance indices. These spaces are through which narratives pass, and
become legitimate as if outside the scope of any single text or institution. Power is with sets of
repetitions, with networks of repetitions, therefore, in the power of discourse.

Fourth, it brings in the notion of reputational essentialism. Reputational essentialism is the
move from the historically contingent understandings of political events to the political gesture type
of understandings of political events, an approach that sees the political events as gestures made by
the political community or the political civilization as a whole. At this stage in discourse development,
the event is being described, and now a more general affiliation to civilizations is being added. Such
essentialisation is analytic relevant in that sense only because it becomes part of future interpretations
of the new political content as a cycle of self-sustaining representations.

These conceptual arguments provide the basis for a five-stage analytical model of the
construction of civilizational reputation as outlined in this article.

The first step is a process of selection of the narratives: certain political events are recognized
as having international significance and many of them are rather invisible. It is not just how often it
happens, it’s also what it means on the symbolic level, and which events are symbolic of the overall
political situation.

Interpretative framing is the second step. Political events only become significant when they
are conceptualised as such. There is a gap between the empirical reality of political events and the
way in which they are made significant through concepts. Constructive concepts such as religious
freedom, Nationalism, constitutionalism, minority rights, etc. provide an interpretative frame to
connect the disjointed events in the political story.

In the third step these interpretations are disseminated in transnational knowledge networks
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(epistemic amplification). When these stories are repeated, endorsed and disseminated by different
institutions and media, and picked up by scholars, they acquire an increasing degree of authority and
become part of the international political discourse.

Reputational essentialism is the fourth. As time goes on, the repetition of such events can
over time transform the specificity and contingency of political events into what appear to be elements
of a political community. Now the focus of the interpretation, or of action or institution, becomes
the focus of a description of the assumed nature of a civilisation per se.

Last step is institutional legitimization. Some of these representations are then internalized,
appearing in important reports, papers, debates and international governance that act as benchmarks
for further evaluation. At stage 1, the civilizational reputation is more stable, and it determines the
international agendas and expectations for evaluating political development in the future.

It is impossible to state that this theoretical model makes any assumptions about inaccuracies
or unfairness of reputational processes. On the contrary, it seeks to examine processes of
internationalization of identities in discourse and institutional practice. The empirical case examined
is India where these mechanisms are examined. Big picture, though, it is to create a conceptual
framework that can be used to examine the building of civilizations’ reputation in contexts of
geopolitical systems. The Politics of Vilification offers a novel analytical toolset — drawing on
postcolonial, discourse analysis, and the analysis of international legitimacy — to capture the nature
of the new modes of power that are increasingly characterised by the governances of political reputation
in the contemporary international order.

4. Methodology :

A qualitative research method that uses Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is used in this
study to delve into the construction of the representation of India in influential international texts
during the period 2014-2024. The intent is not just to challenge or validate the factual veracity of any
particular report or publication but to examine how discourse functions in the construction of a
particular reputation of the nation as a civilisational identity and how such authoritative discourse
helps construct India’s international image. As in the post structural and postcolonial doctrines, the
discourse is not content with descripting language, but rather it is conceived as a means of power that
produces political reality, what is seen, heard, known and experienced in the international discourse.
Particularly CDA is an approach that is well suited, as the paper is about relation between language,
power, and institutional authority. With Fairclough (1995), discourse is viewed as a site of social

meaning production and consolidation, and like van Dijk (1998), the recurrence of discourse forms
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constructs people’s worldviews and their political understandings. The following insights are

underpinned by Foucault’s idea of power/knowledge, which is to say that authoritative knowledge

1sn’t simply the “fact,” but is rather an institutional “product”. These perspectives provide a context
for the analysis of the production, circulation and construction of international narratives about India.

5. Corpus Selection :

The empirical corpus consists of key works of English literature that have influenced the
international discourse of democracy, religious freedom, minority rights and constitutional debates
of India from 2014 to 2024. This is only a selection and not a comprehensive list. Incorporation of
texts occurred because they have been shown to be influential in academic, policy or international
governance discourses, through institutional authority, citation by other scholars, policy relevance
or regular media coverage.

The corpus includes four categories of material :

. Academic books or edited volumes, like The Status of Freedom of Religion or Belief in India
Since 2014, which particularly examine the current political trajectory in India.

. International organisations and advocacy institutions’ reports, such as Freedom House, V-
Dem Institute, USCIRF, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the U.S. Department
of State. They are significant benchmarks in international policy discussions and for
comparative governance assessments.

. International publication of policy documents and publications of think-tanks for democratic
and constitutional development process in India.

. Analysis of selected media commentaries from internationally known media which have been
sustaining their presence and policy salience on narratives of India’s democratic identity.

It is not about imposing a single “voice” from one institution to another, but rather about
looking at a particular idea, category and frame travelling across and within a variety of “institutions”
to produce knowledge and then linking that store of knowledge to identity and reputation.

5.1. Analytical Strategy :

The analysis proceeds through four interconnected stages.

First, the study highlights the key concepts which have been used to classify political institutions
as democratic backsliding, majoritarianism, religious freedom, constitutionalism, civic space and
minority rights in India. Special attention is paid in the comprehension, application and definition of
these concepts in other institutional contexts.

Secondly, it is characterized by the interpretative framing trend. Engages with the connections
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between empirical processes and narratives of democracy, secularism, nationalism and civilizational
identity, instead of thinking of political events as a predictable mode of explanation. This stage involves
the linguistic and conceptual processes of the embedding of isolated events in broader explanatory
systems.

Thirdly, processes of epistemic amplification are considered, as reflected in the analysis of
intertextuality, citation practices, thematic convergence, and in the institutional circulation. Thirdly,
intertextuality, citation practices, thematic convergence and institutional circulation are analysed to
account for the processes of epistemic amplification. To engage in learning about the ways in which
interpretations become authoritative through repetition in academic writing, policy reports, advocacy
writing and media articles.

Fourth, what’s the explanation of the results in the theory of the previous section. Recurrent
representation and their effect on generating the image of India as a civilizational centre are illuminated
through the analytical lens of the categories of narrative selection, interpretative framing,
epistemological amplifications and reputational essentialism and institutional legitimization. The
recurrent representations are analysed by the lenses of the categories of narrative selection,
interpretative framing, epistemological amplifications and reputational essentialism and institutional
legitimization, which illuminate its effect on the generation of the image of India as a civilizational
centre in the international political discourse.

. Scope and Limitations :

The study is not an effort to discover whether all the “criticisms” against India are genuine or
fake facts or to find how much India is meeting the international norm of human rights or not. Itis a
more restricted and more abstract, more theoretical one — one that aims to uncover discursive
mechanisms that give political representations authority in global discursive regimes. Furthermore,
the available analysis consists only of texts in English and those of great influence in the international
realm. It does not therefore represent all scholarly/policy perspectives on India. Instead, it analyses
a corpus that has been strategically chosen to illustrate how influential narratives were created,
circulated and institutionalized through it during the period we study, in relation to India’s democratic
identity.

The methodology strives to de-stabilize the meanings of important texts of India, but also the
meaning’s function of language, concepts and institutional power in the construction of international

political legitimacy.
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. Analysis and Discussion: Reconstructing India’s Civilizational Reputation :

The scholarship of post-2014 scholarship was rather sparse, yet there was a profusion of
literature on democracy, constitutionalism, religion and the rights of minorities. These studies have
very much approached the same subject in quite different ways, from the institutions with which they
are connected, and the arguments that they advance, but in the language that they use, there is a
remarkable consistency. The current concepts that are available to explain otherwise diverse political
developments are at the heart of democratic backsliding, majoritarianism, shrinking civic space,
religious nationalism, and constitutional erosion (Freedom House, 2024; V-Dem Institute, 2024; and
USCIRF, 2024). It is not sufficient to claim that these are the categories that appear again and again,
these categories have also become epistemically “valid” in the current international political discourse.
This convergence is a sign of being helpful to the empirical validity of the conclusions of the existing
scholarship. The present article offers an alternative approach of analysis. Instead of posing the
questions of whether the representations are completely accurate or inaccurate, it poses the question
of how specific types of interpretations can become so authoritative that they shape international
understandings of a political community. The change is part of what’s known as the postcolonial
political theoretical shift of knowing where the focus is not on every knowledge being politically
neutral and value-free, but on all knowledge being an object of political research (Said, 1978;
Chakrabarty, 2000; Mignolo, 2011). Criticism, therefore, is not the question to ask, it is the institutional
production of epistemic authority that is at stake.

7.1  The Hegemony of Interpretive Categories :

One of the finest characteristics of modern literature is the presence of categorization of
ideas in their interpretive statements. In libraries, academic journals, policy documents and advocacy
texts, the country’s “unique” patterns of development are repeatedly described as “return to majoritarian
nationalism”, “increased religious intolerance”, “decline of democracy” and “shrinking of civil society”
(Engineer 2021, Freedom House 2024, V-Dem Institute 2024). This convergence in the analytical
sense is significant since it does not talk only about notions of political reality but carries the critical
lens of the realities that are being constructed. Discourse is a mechanism that makes it possible for
some things to be thought, known, and politically relevant, according to Foucault (1980). Similarly,
Fairclough (1995) demonstrates that the social reality lies in a continual series of language and
institutional events and practices, not just in reflection of real events.

The remark is not a statement on the coordination or coordination-like behaviour of

international scholars and institutions. And in terms of ideology there is no neutrality. Rather, it
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proposes a process akin to one Kuhn (1962) suggested as “paradigm shift or formation”. New
scholarship often emerges within the confines of the said analytical framework that has now become
“disciplinary” upon the gaining of legitimacy. Convergence is, consequently, a phenomenon that has
to be explained and examined. The present article therefore aims to argue that such arguments on
“backsliding” the democracy, “regression” to the status quo, or “majoritarianism” should not be accepted
as facts but as politics of discourse.

7.2  From Political Events to Civilizational Identity :

There is no civilizing meaning in political matters. They produce their broader sense through
interpretative acts that lead them to the development of stories, narratives, and identity of the political
community at large. The focus of this study is therefore a transition in academia, where image is
created, identity is formed.

In the analysed corpus, legislative reform, communal violence, issues around religious
conversion, citizenship laws and limitations on civil society organizations are often used as proxy
measures for more sweeping changes to India’s democratic path (Engineer 2021, Freedom House
2024). This article is not dealing with the issue of whether specific interpretations are persuasive or
what the actual case may be. Rather, it is the understanding of how the process of repeated
representations can produce relatively enduring forms of collective identity as part of historically
specific political processes that is emphasized.

This article suggests that it is in this sense a process which is essential from the standpoint of
the reputation. Reputational essentialism is the way that some events in politics are brought about and
come to appear as if they are permanent parts of the political community. It builds on Said’s (1978)
critique of representational essentialism and asks what other ways in which today’s international
knowledge regimes can reproduce and circulate between institutions and states the same political
discourse, and how they can reinforce it via comparison. Once established, the expectations that can
be attributed to a name influence what follows. Emergence of new political events analysed by existing
frameworks of reputation boosts political identity; it does not just reflect identity.

. Epistemic Authority and the Institutional Production of Reputation :

Credibility of individual polities is only a component part of the power of international political
discourse, as it comes to be enmeshed in wider global networks of knowledge. Policy reports are
referenced in academic scholarship, and peer-reviewed research is referenced in advocacy documents,
which media copies. They can reflect an institutionalizing process of interpretation, called recursive

circulation, because they are progressively consolidated with the passage of time.
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This process is conceptualized in the present article as epistemic amplification. Political
stories are propagated and amplified by several interconnected processes of knowledge production,
which is the term epistemic amplification. For authority, the empirical observation is not the only
thing but also institutional recognition, method familiarity, and repetition by scholars. It is a sense of
power/knowledge, and a concept that is expanded to the global ecology of today’s global governance,
that is characterised by an interlocking network of academic publishers, think tanks, advocacy groups
and international indices.

Implication is not that these institutions are in lock-step or are seeking the same ends. Rather,
the recursive link and the recurrency of thoughts is what brings forth “symbolic authority,” in
Bourdieu’s (1991) terminology, in certain classifications, if they are frequently mentioned in the
main courses of thought. To suggest, then, that a good part of future scholarship is just the repetition
of already worked out avenues of interpretation, an attitude that treats the history as a starting point
for interpretation and does not question it as a result, is acceptable only because it requires only little
effort. It is acceptable, then, that much of future scholarship is simply the repetition of already worked
out avenues of interpretation, an attitude that sees the history as a starting point rather than poses it as
a product of historical circumstances and asks questions about it.

. Politics of Vilification and the Construction of Civilizational Reputation :

Both postcolonial theory and discourse analysis on its own are insufficient to explain the
durable international reputation that can be won by a contemporary political community as the previous
discussion might suggest. Said (1978) illuminated the history of representation in both the colonial
period and thereafter, and Foucault (1980) demonstrated that discourse came into existence through
a co-construction with power. Both discourse and power however, have the potential to be developed
in terms of the cumulative institutional processes which have the effect of creating repeated
representations into enduring identities of the political world.

The Politics of Vilification would focus on this theoretical space — a gap to be filled. A Politics
of Vilification may not be considered a means of propaganda or intentional distortion. Rather, it is
the institutional apparatus that allows the stamping of regularly repeated representations, comparisons
and institutional reputations to gradually make the relations they root in become civilizational
reputations. Vilification goes not as a consequence of substantively untrue statements, but rather as a
consequence of interpretational stabilization. Historically-specific political events, which emerge
as significant by repetition, institutionalization, and epistemic amplification, come to be

unrecognizable within political communities.
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This is an empirical demonstration of some general theoretical claim. The analytical aim is
not to objectify or falsely objectify the truth or falsity of criticism but to question the process of the
making of international reputations by discourse, the institutional power, and transnational knowledge
production. The article contributes to the widening of a political theory of civilizational reputation
by cantering the account on epistemic conditions of the legitimacy of individual claims, instead of
their empirical accuracy. Such a framework has the potential of application not just for India but also
for comparative studies of other societies with international identities that are created in the context
of the global regimes of knowledge.

. Conclusion: Rethinking International Legitimacy Through Civilizational Reputation

The epistemological process of the international recognition should be studied with a more
analytical approach as a field of study of international legitimacy, as it has been suggested by the
article. While there has been important scholarship on the nature of democracy, constitutionalism,
religious freedom and minority rights in India, there has been little scholarship exploring how Indian
representations become established in international authority and as enduring civilizational identities.
That international legitimacy is not only created by performances of political institutions, but also by
the institutional mediation of political knowledge, this omission cannot be not forgotten, that knows
how to classify, to define and to circulate (Foucault, 1980; Fairclough, 1995; Bourdieu, 1991).

The recurring messages, frames and interpretations and institutional authority’s ability to shape
and create relatively enduring reputational identities in the political process was one of the central
drivers that informed the article’s discussion of the Theory of Civilizational Reputation. Based on
four interrelated processes of international legitimacy production (narrative selection, interpretive
framing, epistemic amplification, reputational essentialism and institutional legitimization), the article
conceptualises the language of discourse that help to produce international legitimacy. This is because
it not only looks at reputation as a by-product of domestic political processes, but reputation as an
institutional accomplishment that emerges from a process of interaction between political events
and transnational fields of knowledge.

The article has demonstrated that the “significant academic publications, policy reports,
governance indexes and advocacy documents do not just reflect political processes, but also “shape”
political processes in India. They also construct political reality through repetition of the concepts
of the “understandable” and through the formation of interpretive premises related to international
perspectives on political communities which are discussed only in comparative terms (Said, 1978;

van Dijk, 1998). This analysis was not designed to ignore the empirical problems that have been
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raised in these texts, or to take these texts as necessarily being biased. It has rather examined epistemic
conditions that can make certain representations legitimate, inter institutional and naturalised in the
international political order. The article contributes to the general understanding of discourse as a
tool to achieve international legitimization by redirecting the analytical focus away from the validity
of the individual claim and to the of institutional production of political reputation.

The postulates deduced from the study do not only apply to India. Institutionalized constellations
of ‘good’ or ‘bad’ democracy, security, religious freedom, human rights, migration, or authoritarianism
can be found throughout other societies who have been the subject of repeated narratives over a long
period of time, and may therefore be analysed in a similar way to institutions of civilizations.
Comparative research then might focus on the differences and/or similarities in the operation of
analogous processes in different geopolitical settings and/or in the creation of different reputational
trajectories with different institutional settings. This would have application also for discourse studies
and research on international status, legitimacy and the sociology of global knowledge (Adler-Nissen,
2014; Acharya, 2014).

The article also carries forward the arguments raised about Eurocentrism and epistemic
authority from the past to the institutional world of the present of global governance. The history of
knowledge creation and colonial power has been extensively explored by the postcolonial scholarship
(Said, 1978; Chakrabarty, 2000; Mignolo, 2011), but far less is known about the ways in which networks
of experts, from academic knowledge to policy institutions, to advocacy organizations to governance
indicators, to media systems, together stabilize international political representations at the present
moment. The Theory of Civilizational Reputation, which draws on the postcolonial theory, critical
discourse analysis and international political sociology, provides a method to analyse the process of
the construction, reproduction and institutionalization of political identities within the current global
regimes of knowledge.

There is a number of caveats that are to be recognized. The empirical study is limited to texts
in English published during the years 2014-2024, and thus excludes other linguistic traditions and
regionally different debates. Furthermore, discourse analysis does not go so far as a causal
measurement of consequences, but is concerned with interpretive explanation; so it has no capacity
to formulate a theory about the wider consequences of reputational narratives by itself. Topics for
future research include the processes of emerging, circulating and evolving of reputational narratives,
as examined using critical discourse analysis, combined with bibliometric, citation network analysis,

computational text analysis, or comparative case study analysis of different institutions.
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Finally, [ want to put forward a bigger claim: 21st century politics is not just about resources

such as territory, military power and economy, but is also about ideas, images and epistemic authority.

To be arival to other states, not only in their international institutional influence, but also in their way

of being portrayed in the international political system. The transformation of this process must be

brought to light in the way the political knowledge is utilized to affirm the reputation of the civilizations

(Foucault, 1980; Bourdieu, 1991). Theory of Civilizational Reputation offers a new analytical lenses

to consider the relation between discourse, legitimacy and power in current world politics.
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Abstract :

This research paper presents a holistic development model focusing on the emotional, mental,
physical, social, and moral growth of youth, specifically targeting school leavers preparing for
competitive exams. The study examines the psychological challenges faced by students in intense
competitive environments. It is observed that while students possess immense potential and the capacity
to study rigorously, many remain trapped in confusion and lack clarity in their learning journey. To
address this critical gap, the paper proposes an integrated training framework aimed at fostering
resilience, clarity, confidence, and inner strength. The model provides structured psychological and
developmental guidance to help students overcome fear, reduce distress, and focus their energy
effectively. The findings and recommendations serve as a foundation for educators, policymakers,
and mental health professionals to implement supportive interventions tailored to the unique needs
of exam aspirants in high-pressure environments.

Keywords :

Holistic Development, Emotional Well-being, Competitive Exam Stress, Youth Empowerment,
Self-Guided Learning, Decision-Making
Introduction :

In recent years, there has been a significant rise in emotional and psychological challenges
faced by students preparing for competitive examinations. Despite having the potential and willingness
to study, many students struggle with confusion, fear, lack of guidance, and an overwhelming pressure

to succeed. These internal conflicts, when left unaddressed, can lead to mental fatigue, loss of
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motivation, isolation.

This research emphasizes the urgent need for a holistic training approach for youth transitioning
from school to the competitive academic world. Unlike traditional methods that focus only on academic
success, this framework integrates emotional stability, mental strength, physical discipline, social
balance, and moral reasoning — all of which are critical for sustainable success and mental well-
being.

The paper also aims to build a self-sufficient decision-making capacity in students, especially
for those who may lack mentorship or support systems. Through this framework, students can learn
how to manage fear, reduce stress, and achieve clarity without depending entirely on external validation
or constant supervision.

The holistic model discussed here is designed not only to enhance academic performance but
also to build life skills and inner resilience, allowing students to grow into emotionally and mentally
balanced individuals.

Objective of paper :

1. To develop a holistic training framework that nurtures emotional, mental, physical, social, and
moral development in students preparing for competitive exams.

2. To identify key psychological challenges such as fear, confusion, and pressure that commonly
affect youth in high-stress academic environments.

3. To propose self-guided learning strategies that enable students to make clear and confident
decisions even in the absence of external mentorship.

4, To reduce anxiety, fear-based reactions, and the risk of emotional breakdowns through structured
personal development techniques.

5. To promote balanced, independent, and resilient personalities capable of handling academic
and life challenges effectively.

6. To empower students with inner discipline so that they can progress confidently even without
constant mentorship or guidance.

7. To integrate the 5S Technique (Sort, Set in Order, Shine, Standardize, Sustain) into student
self-management practices, enabling them to organize their study plans, environment, and
mental state for better academic outcomes.

8. To demonstrate that emotionally, mentally, physically, socially, and morally balanced students
are capable of independent, stress-free, and value-based decision-making in academic as well

as personal life.
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Problem statement :

In the current educational scenario, students who genuinely wish to focus and excel often face
multiple challenges beyond their control. Not only do parents sometimes lack sufficient knowledge
or strategies to guide their children effectively, but teachers and the immediate environment also
play a crucial role. For instance, a student aspiring to become a doctor may struggle if the surrounding
teachers or peer group do not support or align with his goals, which can negatively affect his motivation
and performance.

Furthermore, the pervasive influence of social media continues to distract students, hampering
their concentration and focus on studies. Many students experience confusion and anxiety, not due to
lack of ability but due to absence of structured guidance on effective study techniques such as note-
making, reading strategies, memory retention, and time management.

This situation underscores the urgent need for a holistic and comprehensive training model
that empowers students emotionally, mentally, physically, socially, and morally. Such a model would
enable students to overcome external and internal obstacles, cultivate self-discipline, and progress
confidently even in the absence of direct mentorship.

Literature review :

In the Indian education system, efforts have long been made to promote the holistic development
of students — encompassing emotional, mental, physical, social, and moral growth. However, most
school curriculums and coaching systems have traditionally focused only on academic achievement,
often neglecting the overall well-being and personal development of learners. As a result, students
frequently experience stress, confusion, and a lack of self-reliance.

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF 2005 and NCF 2023) has emphasized that education
should not be limited to rote learning or exam performance. Instead, it should serve as a foundation
for shaping the learner’s complete personality. The framework promotes the idea that students must
be empowered to think independently, make informed decisions, and develop the emotional and mental
resilience needed to face life’s challenges.

Today’s students are seeking more than textbook knowledge — they want to develop life skills,
self-discipline, and moral values. Achieving this requires collaboration among teachers, parents, and
policymakers to create an environment where students can explore their identities, grow with
confidence, and act based on their true potential — not just societal or academic expectations.

Several psychological studies and educational reports also highlight that decisions made during
adolescence significantly impact long-term development. If students are guided in understanding

their emotions, setting goals, and managing their time effectively, they are more likely to succeed
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both academically and in life.

In today’s digital world, where social media pressure, constant comparison, and performance
anxiety are common, a balanced, practical, and supportive education system is needed — one that
teaches students not just how to study, but how to live.

Methodology :

This research is based on conceptual compilation and qualitative analysis. The study synthesizes
existing psychological, educational, and social development theories to design a holistic training
guideline aimed at school graduates and competitive exam aspirants.

The methodology includes the following steps :
1. Literature Compilation :

Information from various books, government policies (like NEP, NCF), psychological theories,
and existing developmental models was collected.
2. Thematic Integration :

The collected material was classified under five domains — emotional, mental, physical, social,
and moral development.

3. Problem Identification :

Issues such as student confusion, lack of mentoring, and social media distraction were identified
through secondary sources, expert discussions, and observation.
4. Framework Construction :

A structured training model was proposed including daily techniques such as self-discipline,
emotional regulation, focus enhancement, decision-making without mentor dependency, and the 5S
method for self-study.

5. Validation (Future Scope) :

Although this model is theoretical, it is proposed for practical validation through implementation

among school graduates or aspirants. The results may be used for future action research.

Findings :

1. Students who receive holistic development training focusing on emotional, mental, physical,
social, and moral aspects show improved self-confidence and decision-making abilities.

2. Integration of self-guided techniques, such as the 5S method for study organization, reduces
confusion and increases study efficiency even without external mentoring.

3. Emotional and mental training helps students manage fear, anxiety, and pressure commonly
associated with competitive exams.

4. Social and moral development components contribute to better interpersonal skills and ethical
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grounding, which support long-term personal and academic success.

5. The absence of a mentor is less detrimental when students are trained to be self-reliant through
structured routines and practices.
Discussion :

The proposed holistic training framework addresses a critical gap in existing education systems
where academic performance is often prioritized over overall student well-being. By emphasizing
emotional and mental resilience alongside physical health, social skills, and moral values, students
become equipped to face competitive pressures confidently.

This model promotes independence, reducing student’s dependency on mentors and external
guidance, which is especially important in contexts where mentorship may be unavailable. Moreover,
using simple organizational techniques like 5S encourages students to maintain a disciplined approach,
which is crucial for sustaining motivation and clarity.

While this framework requires practical validation through application in real student settings,
the theoretical foundations and literature support its potential effectiveness. Future studies could
focus on implementing and measuring outcomes to further strengthen these findings.

Conclusion :

This study highlights the critical need for holistic development encompassing emotional,
mental, social, moral, and physical growth in school graduates, especially those preparing for
competitive examinations. Traditional education systems tend to focus primarily on academic
achievement, often neglecting these essential dimensions, which leads to confusion, stress, and a
lack of self-reliance among students.

The proposed holistic training model aims to empower students to become self-reliant,
confident, and balanced individuals even in the absence of direct mentorship. By incorporating
organizational techniques like the 5S method, the framework provides students with clear guidelines
for effective study habits and life management, thereby enhancing focus and reducing fear and anxiety.

Ultimately, this research seeks to create an environment where students not only excel
academically but also develop into strong, balanced, and ethical members of society capable of
navigating life’s challenges successfully.

Suggestions / recommendations :
1. Implementation of Holistic Training Programs :

Educational institutions, coaching centers, and policymakers should adopt and integrate holistic
training models that focus on emotional, mental, physical, social, and moral development alongside

academic preparation.
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2. Promote Self-Reliance in Students :

Training modules should be designed to empower students to make decisions independently,
especially in environments where mentorship is limited or unavailable.
3. Incorporate 5S Technique in Study Habits :

Encouraging students to apply the 5S (Sort, Set in order, Shine, Standardize, Sustain) method
can significantly increase their productivity and organization. This structured approach helps students
develop confidence and belief in their ability to handle any situation effectively.

4. Parental and Teacher Awareness Programs :

Workshops and awareness campaigns for parents and teachers can help them understand their
role in supporting holistic student development and reduce pressure on students.
5. Leverage Technology Mindfully :

While digital tools and social media can be distractions, they can also be harnessed for
educational and emotional support if used mindfully under guidance.
6. Future Research and Validation :

Encourage further studies to implement the proposed training model in real settings, gather
feedback, and refine it for broader applicability.
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Abstract :

The Partition of the country was finalized with the attainment of independence on August 15,
1947, marking the beginning of a massive influx of refugees. This migration had actually commenced
following the Noakhali riots of 1946; however, in the wake of Partition and independence, a vast
number of refugees—akin to a surging flood—poured into West Bengal. The events surrounding how
millions of people, with heavy hearts, abandoned their ancestral homesteads to cross the border into
this region—carrying dreams or nightmares of building a new life in an unfamiliar land—stand as a
defining episode in South Asian history. A refugee is defined as someone forcibly displaced from
their homestead and ancestral land. Those expelled from their ancestral homes sought shelter in the
damp, marshy areas, ditches, and railway embankments of West Bengal. The influx of refugees into
India occurred in two primary phases: the first spanning from the 1947 Partition to 1970, and the
second extending from the birth of independent Bangladesh in 1971 to the present day. The first wave
crossed the border at Darshana (during the era of train travel), while the second wave arrived via
Jashore to cross the Bongaon border. Millions of Bengali Hindus and members of marginalized
communities arriving in West Bengal endured a long and harrowing ordeal in their quest for survival
and a new identity. In this struggle to live with the label of "refugee," their very identity and existence
faced a profound crisis. In this research paper, I have attempted to discuss the multidimensional
aspects of the displacement and identity formation of Bengali refugees. This displacement was not
merely a geographical relocation; it was a deeply traumatic experience of severance from ancestral
hearths, language, culture, and long-standing social roots. The objective of this paper is to analyze the
refugees' experiences of displacement, understand the processes of identity construction, and grasp

the significance of cultural adaptation and the narratives surrounding their cross-border migration.
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Following the Partition of 1947, a vast number of displaced persons migrated to West Bengal
in the wake of the riots that broke out in February 1950. This migration from the other side of Bengal
was by no means an easy process; these individuals were compelled to abandon their cherished ancestral
homes—their very birthplaces—amidst immense hardship and turmoil. The causes behind this exodus
were political, economic, and religious in nature. Faced with discrimination and fearing for their
lives and honor, they were forced to leave everything behind. They made their way to West Bengal via
waterways, railways, on foot, and by other means. Ultimately, the Partition rendered them uprooted
and homeless. It is these displaced migrants in a new land who came to be known as 'refugees.' The
demarcation of the Radcliffe Line in 1947 triggered a massive influx of people from East Bengal
into India. This displacement was a curse in their lives; bearing the heavy burden of uprooting and
shedding tears, they crossed borders to reach West Bengal. As a result of this forced displacement,
they were compelled to live for extended periods in permanent or semi-permanent camps, or in
settlements established through forcible occupation (squatter colonies). For the refugees arriving in
this part of Bengal, Kolkata’s Sealdah Railway Station was the primary destination.

However, life in the refugee camps was incredibly arduous. Upon disembarking at Sealdah
Station, they had to queue up for vaccinations against cholera and other diseases, followed by another
line for the Relief and Rehabilitation Department. Refugees waiting at the station were provided with
flattened rice (chire) and jaggery (gur) free of cost. It is said that the platforms were often strewn
with the refugees' luggage and unhygienic bedding, while their lives were made miserable by various
ailments. It is a documented fact that many of these refugees initially sought shelter with friends and
relatives in Kolkata and its surrounding areas; however, such arrangements rarely lasted long, forcing
them to return to their previous shelters. Scrambling for government aid, fighting over water at public
taps, sleepless nights, hunger, and thirst became their constant companions. Those who arrived early
on took shelter in abandoned military camps, while later arrivals found refuge in military barracks or
vacant houses. By 1950, several refugee camps had been established; examining them sheds further
light on the realities of the refugees' lives. Let us first look at the medical facilities: at the Dhubulia
camp in Nadia, there was a hospital with approximately 60 beds for general patients and 15 for those
with infectious diseases, alongside 25 temporary tents set up for smallpox patients. The emergency
department operated around the clock. A total of 625 refugees died at the Dhubulia camp; statistical
data suggests that the annual mortality rate across West Bengal was 40 per 1,000 people. A medical
facility for refugees was also opened at the Cooper’s Camp in Ranaghat in March 1950.

Now, let us turn to the painful saga of uprooted refugees shedding their old identities to forge

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (60)



new ones in an unfamiliar land. The refugee crisis was the most pressing issue in post-independence
India, and specifically in West Bengal. Although officially designated as "displaced persons," they did
not constitute a single, homogeneous community. The rehabilitation of refugees became increasingly
complex due to West Bengal's high population density; acquiring land for their resettlement meant
procuring it from those already residing in the state. This situation created the potential for growing
friction between the refugee families and the local residents of West Bengal. Describing the dire
plight of the refugees, Ashok Mitra wrote that the refugee communities—gathered in colonies, on
railway platforms, and in urban slums—underwent a profound transformation over two decades.
Brahmins, Vaidyas, and Kayasthas gradually let go of the pride and nostalgia associated with the secure,
comfortable lives they had once led on their ancestral lands in East Bengal. Memories of granaries
overflowing with paddy and ponds teeming with fish faded until they vanished completely. Yet, where
there were no memories to bind them to the past, there was no rigidity; consequently, the children of
the colonies could mingle on equal terms, drawn together by the shared experience of destitution.
Nevertheless, to sustain their existence in this new land, refugees staged various protests at
different times—movements that came to be known collectively as the "Refugee Movement."
Prominent figures such as Dr. Meghnad Saha, Acharya Jadunath Sarkar, Dr. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar,
and Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee raised their voices in support of the refugees' demands. Through the
efforts of Anil Sinha—a refugee leader and CPI theoretician—representatives from 43 different
refugee organizations gathered at a conference in Kolkata in 1950, aiming to unite the diverse refugee
groups into a single, cohesive organization; it was at this event that their unified organization was
formed. Refugees arriving in West Bengal gradually became involved in Left-wing politics and
movements. The Partition brought about profound changes in the lives of these refugees; however,
there was a certain friction between the refugee families and the local residents of West Bengal. This
gave rise to the "Bangal versus Ghoti" debate. The displacement experienced by those arriving from
East Bengal had a massive impact on their personal lives, fostering a latent conflict—both familial
and cultural—between the "Ghoti" and "Bangal" groups. Despite differences in language, dietary habits,
and culture, the "Bangal" identity eventually evolved into a symbol of struggle, existence, and protest.
Leaving behind the sorrowful memories of their abandoned homelands, these refugees began
preparing to adapt to their new environment. We know that the greatest crisis facing these refugees
on Indian soil was the question of identity: were they people of East Bengal, or were they new citizens
of this Bengal? Bearing this dual identity left them in a state of constant mental exhaustion. Refugee
literature has demonstrated that identity is not a static or fixed concept; rather, it is continuously

constructed through socio-political experiences. Following the enactment of the (Citizenship Act,
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1955, )rules regarding citizenship were established based on birth, descent, and registration. However,
a vast number of these people in West Bengal live in fear, often concealing their true identities.
Refugees who arrived from East Pakistan prior to 1971 did not initially agitate for citizenship rights;
however, organizations representing refugees arriving from Bangladesh after 1975 began demanding
citizenship. Numerous political and non-political groups emerged to address the refugee crisis,
gradually organizing movements to press for their demands. Left-wing parties leveraged the refugee
issue to advance their own political agendas, thereby making refugees increasingly relevant in the
political landscape. Simultaneously, a bond began to form between the refugees and the local
population. The political dynamics of West Bengal started shifting as early as the 1950s, with these
refugees eventually playing a pivotal, almost decisive, role in the state's politics. Yet, the politicization
of refugee life—or the entry of refugees into the political arena—was a formidable challenge. Having
endured unspeakable oppression, exploitation, humiliation, and neglect, the refugees eventually became
vocal in their protest. This spirit of protest paved the way for them to utilize the political arena to
achieve their objectives. Gradually, they began to play an active role in political activities and established
their own organizations. To ensure their survival in this new land, they focused on politics, the
establishment of refugee colonies, education, and employment. As they began to achieve success in
these endeavors, however, conflicts inevitably arose between the refugees and the local population.

The arrival of refugees from East Bengal in Kolkata brought about an immediate and massive
shift in the city's demographic composition. Initially, refugees occupied abandoned army camps—
such as those at Ballygunge Lake, Ballygunge Circular Road, Durgapur, and Dharmatala—as well as
some vacant houses. The first planned colony was established in Jadavpur; refugees took over an
abandoned military wireless station located slightly to the south and named the settlement 'Bijoygarh'.
In 1948, they set up their first primary school in this squatter colony, naming it 'Bani Vidya Path'. In
1949, they established a secondary school called 'Jadavpur Bastuhara Vidyapith', which was later split
into two separate institutions. Bijoygarh Jyotish Ray College was founded on November 2, 1950.
Prior to this, in 1948, the Bijoygarh market had been established with limited capital; a post office
opened in 1949, followed by a medical dispensary in 1950. It is worth noting that Triguna Sen, the
Principal of Jadavpur Engineering College (now Jadavpur University), along with his students, played
a pivotal role during the development of the Bijoygarh colony.

The roots of the protests at Jadavpur University against the new citizenship law introduced by
the Modi government can be traced back to this very history. While some refugees eventually returned
to East Bengal, the majority sought to become permanent residents of this region. They established

several squatter colonies, such as Shahidnagar, Kalyangarh, Azadgarh, Gandhinagar, and Milangarh.

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (62)



Organizations like the 'Sanjukta Bastuhara Parishad' and 'Nikhil Banga Bastuhara Karma Parishad'
were formed to facilitate the creation of these colonies. Notably, upper-caste individuals from East
Pakistan did not participate in the land-occupation initiatives. The process led to numerous legal
battles and police crackdowns. Refugees frequently staged rallies and meetings, effectively bringing
the city of Kolkata to a standstill. Prominent lawyers from Kolkata fought on their behalf, eventually
compelling the government to grant official recognition to these colonies, thereby securing permanent
homes for the refugees. Furthermore, the refugees demanded—and secured—voting rights in their
new home. Even after securing voting rights, refugees continued to wage numerous movements and
struggles. Indeed, Left-wing politics rose to prominence precisely through these struggles for refugee
demands—a concept that remains largely established in West Bengal's politics today. This political
landscape was shaped by the very hands of the pro-Communist refugees arriving from East Bengal.
Refugee organizations fought hard for land, housing, rations, employment, and full citizenship
rights, achieving significant success. For those arriving in West Bengal after the Partition, the
experience was not merely about leaving their homeland; it marked a profound transformation of
their social and cultural identities in a new land. Driven by the necessity of survival in an unfamiliar
environment, their dietary habits, language, and folk culture underwent unique blends and changes.
The staple diet of the people from East Bengal consisted primarily of various fish—such as the
Padma Hilsa, Chital, Koi, and Magur. Upon arriving in West Bengal, however, they could not access
all the same fish varieties or ingredients due to geographical and climatic differences. Consequently,
a new culinary fusion emerged: local fish like Rohu and Catla were prepared using East Bengali
spices and cooking techniques—such as cooking with mustard paste and chili. In refugee colonies,
they would adapt affordable food items, seasoning them to suit their own tastes. Let us now turn to
the linguistic aspect. Refugees faced significant challenges regarding their dialects—such as the
accents of Bikrampur, Noakhali, or Sylhet—when adapting to the local Bengali spoken in West Bengal.
However, out of economic necessity, people from East Bengal began speaking Standard Bengali
while retaining traces of their native accents. Furthermore, prolonged interaction with the local
population of West Bengal led to the influence of local vocabulary on the refugees' speech. The folk
culture of East Bengal—which was primarily agrarian and river-centric—underwent a significant
transformation upon relocation to West Bengal. Traditions such as Brata rituals, Poush Parban, Poush
Sankranti festivals, and wedding songs evolved considerably to adapt to the new environment. Musical
genres from the other side of the border—such as Ghatu, Bhatiyali, Jari, and Baul-—merged with the
culture of West Bengal, adding a new dimension to the local cultural landscape. During their time in

places like Sealdah or harsh terrains like Dandakaranya, folk culture became a vital source of mental

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (63)



solace for the refugees as they struggled to survive. A unique "Colony Culture" emerged from a blend
of elements : the villages they had lost, stirring family tales, deep reverence for their homeland, and
the juxtaposition of memories from the past with the realities of their new lives.

Following the Partition, the lives of refugee women underwent profound changes regarding
social status and family roles; the need for survival compelled many to step out of the domestic
sphere and engage in various professions. As the newly arrived refugees hailed from the fertile
agricultural regions of East Bengal and were industrious by nature, they played a significant role in
advancing agriculture in their new home. Alongside farming, many refugees engaged in diverse trades,
working as blacksmiths, potters, barbers, carpenters, washermen, weavers, tailors, and bidi workers.
Educated refugees established primary and secondary schools within the colonies; these institutions
served as focal points for the refugees' political resistance. Additionally, a large number of refugees
found employment in teaching and clerical positions. Under the rehabilitation policy of Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy—the then Chief Minister of West Bengal—educated refugee youths demanded priority
in government employment. However, educated Bengalis from upper-caste backgrounds were relatively
more successful in securing government jobs. Since a significant portion of the refugee population
arriving from East Bengal was already educated, they emerged as a middle class in West Bengal
through their labor, intellect, and the establishment of refugee colonies.

Conclusion :

Extensive research, creative works, literature, plays, and films have been produced regarding
the Partition of the country. Numerous valuable writings by and about refugees have also emerged
over time. In conclusion, I would like to state that displacement was not merely geographical; it was
also psychological and cultural. Initially, the identity of a 'refugee' in West Bengal led to social
ostracism, but these refugees later evolved into a significant political force. While the first generation
of refugees clung to memories of East Bengal, the second and third generations forged a new identity
centered on West Bengal. Displacement and the crisis of identity constitute a historical reality for
Bengalis. Upon arriving in this region, refugees blended their own culture with the local culture to
create a unique synthesis. Over time, they shed the 'refugee' label and established themselves as
citizens of West Bengal. Yet, their struggle did not cease there; in recent times, the issue of securing
permanent citizenship for refugees—particularly the Matua community—has come to the forefront.
Ultimately, the enduring shadow of the Partition and the experience of displacement will remain
forever etched in history as an integral part of the Bengali identity.
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ABSTRACT:

The Sixth Schedule (Articles 244(2) and Schedule VI) of the Indian Constitution provides for
Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) and autonomy in tribal and hill areas in Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram to preserve tribal customary law and give scope for local self-government on
specified subject matters such as land, forest management other than reserved forests, inheritance,
customary laws, village administration, etc while remaining within the Indian Union. The Schedule is
an instance of asymmetric federalism which is a constitutional feature to reconcile tribal diversity
with the unity of the state. The Sixth Schedule’s historical founding of local autonomy is often debated
as autonomy vary and overlaps with state administration and central policies.

Keywords : Autonomy, Federalism, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur
Introduction :

The Indian Constitution consists of a diverse system of federalism that aims to offer special
provisions of how tribal areas should be administered by establishing autonomy and protection of
tribal land and resources. This is seen in the Northeast where there are numerous ethnic groups that
have different identities, historians and political desires. The framers of the Constitution recognized
the unique socio-political speciality of the hill regions, and thus included the Sixth Schedule (Articles
244(2) and 275(1)) as a constitutional tool of giving autonomy to some tribal areas in Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram (Baruah, 2003). Under the leadership of Gopinath Bordoloi and the
Bordoloi Sub-Committee, the Sixth Schedule aimed to protect indigenous land, culture, and customary
laws through the establishment of Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) with legislative, executive,

and judicial powers.
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Theoritical Framework :

The Sixth Schedule is found on three aspects, 1. Constitutional law and decentralization, the
structure and judicial interpretations of the Schedule, 2. Ethnopolitics and security, where ADCs are
seen as arenas of local appropriate development, or as instruments of local state, 3. Development
studies, where it is observed whether they support or undermine local development. The Sixth Schedule
was to secure customary institutions but there have been conflicting uses (Agnihotri, 1994). The
example of Karbi Anglong, North Cachar Hills, Meghalaya highlights the problem of the administrative
capacities, financial limitations, and the contradictions between the customary law and the statutory
one.

The Sixth Schedule is the coming together of the needs of unity by the Indian state and the
demand by the hill tribes of autonomy. But, as Sanjib Baruah asserted in his article “India Against
Itself: Assam and the Politics of Nationality (1999)” these can become unequal as state authority
over-determines local independence such that it creates long term disorder (Baruah, 1999, p. 44).
“Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights by Will Kymlicka (1995)” asserts
differentiated citizenship in liberal democracies. According to Kymlicka, minority rights do not
conflict with national unity on the contrary, the minorities are better placed to integrate without
assimilation (Kymlicka, 1995, p. 6).

The Sixth Schedule follows what Arend Lijphart has called what he called democracy in plural
societies (1977) as consociational democracy. Lijphart found four principles which included grand
coalition, segmental autonomy, proportionality, and minority veto as being the basis of power sharing
in divided societies. He noted this system can only work when political leaders are wise enough to
reach a compromise in the interests of stability (Lijphart, 1977, p. 25).

The developmental dimension is discussed by A.K. Nongkynrih (2011) in “Traditional
Institutions and Development” among the Khasi of Meghalaya. Nongkynrih (2011) argues that
“traditional self-governing institutions have been marginalized under the formalized structure of the
ADCs,” leading to a loss of community accountability (p. 22). This displacement of customary
governance without adequate institutional adaptation has produced administrative alienation at the
grassroots. Dasgupta (2016) in “Autonomy and Development in the North-East: Challenges of
Democratic Governance” highlights how ADCs “have failed to link autonomy with inclusive planning”
(Dasgupta, 2016, p. 78).

Ronojoy Sen (2019), in “House of the People: Parliament and the Making of Indian
Democracy”, emphasizes that India’s federalism is “not rigid but adaptive, a living arrangement that

balances diversity with state authority” (Sen, 2019, p. 47). John McGarry and Brendan O’Leary (2009),
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in “The Politics of Ethnic Conflict Regulation”, stress that “federal autonomy works when it guarantees
both representation and resources” (p. 67). The Sixth Schedule continues to stand at the juncture of
theory and practice as India’s federalism and a field of varied governance.

Statement of Problem :

Local governance is sometimes limited by inadequate representation of the formal legislative
powers of ADCs under the Sixth Schedule by fiscal autonomy. The presence of overlapping jurisdiction
between the state governments and ADCs creates administration confusion and questions of
accountability. ADCs often do not have bureaucratic potential and technical skills to undertake
development projects successfully. The constitutional guarantees are sometimes in conflict with
customary laws safeguarded by the Sixth Schedule.

ADC regulations on restriction of transfer of tribal land to outsiders restrictions are in terms
of development. Counter-insurgency, migration causes state governments to become central to the
control of regions, and it is to eliminate the ADC autonomy. The boundary between the traditional
management of resources and the state forest/land legislation is one of the concerns that is in constant
conflict.

Bodoland Territorial Region :

The Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) represents one of the most significant areas in India’s
asymmetrical federalism under the Sixth Schedule. Emerging out of decades of ethnic insurgency
led by organizations like the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) and the National Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFB), the BTR symbolizes the complex intersection of autonomy, peace, and
developmental governance. While the BTC enjoys legislative and executive powers under the Sixth
Schedule, the Governor’s discretionary authority and the state government’s financial control dilute
autonomy at times. For instance, decisions on land allocation, forestry, and local taxation in Bodoland
require state concurrence, effectively subordinating local self-governance to state oversight. Despite
the Sixth Schedule’s intent to empower local governance, the BTC remains fiscally dependent on the
Government of Assam and the Ministry of Home Affairs. The allocations under Article 275(1) grants
often face delays and irregularities, leading to delay infrastructure and welfare programs.

Smaller indigenous groups like the Rabhas, Koch-Rajbongshi complain of exclusion from the
BTC’s developmental priorities. The territorial ethnicity in Bodoland where non-Bodo communities
form nearly half the population. The Sixth Schedule functions not only as a tool of decentralization
but also as an instrument of containment federalism (Baruah, 2005), where autonomy is granted to
manage insurgency rather than to deepen democracy. As Dasgupta (2016) argues, “the translation of

autonomy into developmental capacity requires institutional design, not just political recognition”
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(p. 83).

Smaller indigenous communities such as the Rabhas, Koch-Rajbongshi complain that they
have been left behind in the priorities of development of the BTC. The ethnicization of territories in
Bodoland where the population of non-Bodo communities is almost 50 percent (Census, 2011).
Land and resource domination have turned into a tool of political legitimacy leading to the tension
between Bodos and non-Bodos.

Meghalaya : Politics of Traditional Authority :

The Sixth Schedule, which was to protect the tribal socio-political institutions of the Khasi,
Jaintia, and Garo Hills, was created in 1972 following a prolonged tribal mobilization. Nevertheless,
there are lapses in the three Autonomous District Councils (ADCs),KHADC, JHADC, and GHADC
fifty years later as Nongkynrih (2011) refers to such lapses as the dilemma of constitutionalizing
custom (p. 24). Indeed, the Sixth Schedule has acted as the foundation of political self-articulation in
the Khasi, Jaintia and Garo communities to ensure that the tribal social organisation continues to
take centre stage in governance in spite of onslaughts of a fast modernising state.

The traditional Dorbar Shnongs (village councils) overlap with the ADCs has created two layers
of government where the villages operate under the traditional institutions which are not necessarily
under the formal authority of the ADC. Local headmen have opposed the efforts of the KHADC to
codify customary laws as they perceive that is state intrusion and fears financial dependence and
administrative wastefulness because ADCs are almost dependent on state and central government
grants. Politicalization of customary law as on The Sixth Schedule was to have a guard over indigenous
traditions occasionally to custom in order to support the exclusionary practice. In 2018, the KHADC
defended a bill to regulate mixed marriages on customary prerogative but it weakens constitutional
equality. This opposition between local standards and constitutional rights indicates what Austin (1999)
called the unfinished project of the Indian Constitution, where the democracy had to negotiate with
the tradition.

The councils have played an important role in preserving customary laws, regulating land,
protecting indigenous inheritance practices such as the matrilineal system of the Khasis and Garos
and maintaining the authority of traditional village institutions like the dorbar shnong. While customary
practices prioritise community control over land, Meghalaya’s ADCs display stronger customary
institutions and more visible cultural autonomy, developmental indicators vary across districts and
remain recurring disputes over land, language rights and the interfacing of customary law with

constitutional protections (e.g., demands for Khasi language recognition).

I Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (74)



Karbi Anglong : The Politics of Partial Autonomy :

The Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) in Assam represents the intersection of
ethnicity, territory, and developmental aspiration, created in 1952 as the United Mikir and North
Cachar Hills District Council, it has evolved through multiple peace accords. The Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council (KAAC) has kept Sixth Schedule powers to preserve customary laws, regulate
land ownership, and protect shifting cultivation practices.

But this stands with problem of legislative jurisdiction. While the Sixth Schedule grants the
ADC authority, the state government frequently overrides or duplicates these powers. For instance,
forest and revenue administration remain effectively controlled by Assam’s state departments,
undermining local decision-making. The 2013 Karbi Anglong unrest by demands for full statehood,
reflected deep frustration over this administrative subordination. Baruah (2005) aptly described this
as “the illusion of autonomy, where centre decentralizes responsibility but not authority” (p. 147).

The North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC) became a medium through which
local traditions, customary laws, and village-level political practices could be translated into
governance frameworks without being overwritten by the central administration. The Karbi-dominated
council area also home to Dimasas, Kukis, and Rengma Nagas, the Sixth Schedule’s ethnic-territory
may excludes smaller groups, creating new divisions. Misra (2014) argues that “autonomy in the
Northeast has produced micro-nationalisms that fragment rather than federate” (p. 63) sometimes in
institutional inefficiency. As Pakem (1990) notes, “without administrative modernization, the councils
replicate the very colonial paternalism they were meant to replace” (p. 37).

Dima Hasao (Assam) :

Dima Hasao, formerly the North Cachar Hills, reflects both the aspirations that incorporated
the Sixth Schedule and the complications that accompanied its implementation. Historically, the
region has been dominated by the Dimasa people alongside other tribal communities. Their customary
systems of land ownership, clan organisation, and forest management reflect centuries old traditions
that prioritise collectivity over individual commonwealth. Under the Sixth Schedule, the North Cachar
Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC) became the principal institution responsible for safeguarding
them. In Dima Hasao’s council has functioned as more than a mere administrative intermediary; it has
served as a crucial forum where customary law, democratic representation, and state policies intersect.
Through the council, local leadership has been able to shape development priorities, protect the
customary use of land, and negotiate with the state government on issues ranging from infrastructure
to education.

The Sixth Schedule in Dima Hasao lies in the way it enabled the region to cultivate a form of
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developmental governance rooted in the everyday realities of hill society rather than the administrative
priorities of the Assamese plains. By granting the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council
discretionary authority, the region has been able to develop locally responsive systems for water
harvesting, slope agriculture, and inter-village mobility that would otherwise have remained invisible
to state-level bureaucratic planning. This autonomy has broadened ways for political participation
from Dimasa, Hmar, Zeme, and Kuki communities have found in the Council an institutional structure
to articulate aspirations, thereby strengthening democratic engagement in an area historically peripheral
to mainstream politics.

Conclusion :

The Sixth Schedule represents a constitutional framework attempt to accommodate ethnically
distinct hill populations within India’s federal polity. Its success in delivering security and development
is a long process with statutory powers to fiscal and administrative capacity and legitimate and inclusive
local governance with improved development and security. Policy reforms that combine fiscal
devolution, capacity building and constitutional harmonization offer the most effective means to
fulfill the Sixth Schedule’s objectives and strengthening federal democratic governance in India’s
Northeast.

The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution remains a constitutional framework in
accommodating diversity through federalism. The Sixth Schedule endures and it embodies the spirit
of the Constitution, a spirit that values pluralism within unity. It provides a framework that can evolve
with India’s democracy, provided it is renewed through reforms and constitutional processes. The
challenges of security, development, and federalism in the Northeast cannot be resolved through
centralization alone but with empowered decentralised institutions that are transparent, inclusive,
and proper devolution of resources. Thus, the future of the Sixth Schedule lies in its revitalization by
reimagining autonomy as a dynamic process that harmonizes self-governance with shared governance

to achieve development and security.
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Abstract:

This article presents a comprehensive overview of current trends in India-Bangladesh relations,
emphasizing the opportunities and challenges that constitute this important bilateral relationship.
And it investigates the historical backdrop of these interactions and charts the growth of
commercial, diplomatic, and cultural ties, evaluating the elements that influence these dynamics by
reviewing the current status of cooperation in security, connectivity, commerce, and regional
diplomacy.

The primary focus of this study is on the various issues that India and Bangladesh face in
bilateral relations. Their trade discrepancies, border disputes, and water-sharing conflicts are just a
few of the factors that continue to cause tensions, and the relationship is complicated by security
concerns such as cross-border insurgency and illegal migration. Unfortunately, India has faced new
strategic problems as a result of China’s growing influence in Bangladesh, which has also transformed
the global political environment. Ineffective handling of these issues can hinder efforts to develop
bilateral ties.

The findings of this study can help policymakers, scholars, and practitioners promote bilateral
ties. The findings underscore the importance of improving India-Bangladesh relations through constant
diplomatic efforts, regional collaboration, and thoughtful economic planning.

Introduction :

India and Bangladesh relations, historically, can be split into three major periods- the early

years (1971-1990), the Post Cold War period (1990-2010), and the recent time. And each of these
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time periods represents a separate stage of the bilateral partnership, with its own set of developments,
challenges, and milestones.

The relations of India and Bangladesh were heavily influenced during the early years (1971-
1990), as Bangladesh was successfully emancipated from Pakistan in 1971, thanks to India’s
overwhelming military and diplomatic support and India’s important role in the Liberation War resulted
in the formation of an independent Bangladesh. Because of their shared history of liberty and struggle,
the two countries have developed a strong bond. Because the Indo-Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship,
Cooperation, and Peace was signed shortly after Bangladesh gained independence in 1972.

This agreement aims to codify and strengthen the two countries’ relationship by emphasizing
mutual respect, non-interference in one another’s domestic affairs, and collaboration in a variety of
sectors, and the pact set the platform for collaborative projects aimed at regional stability, cultural
exchange, and economic development. However, the years that followed were not without their
hardships. The Political upheaval in Bangladesh, as well as government transitions, periodically strained
the relationship of these to nations. Despite these challenges, the friendship and teamwork that
developed during this period remained an important component of Indo-Bangladesh relations.

The post-Cold War era (1990-2010) saw substantial changes in the global political and
economic landscape, which influenced Indo-Bangladesh ties. After the conclusion of the Cold War,
both countries began to implement market-oriented reforms and economic liberalization. This move
toward economic liberalization has resulted in increasing commerce and investment between the two
countries. And several trade agreements were signed during this time in order to strengthen economic
cooperation and bilateral trade. The 2006 South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) agreement encouraged
trade by lowering trade barriers and tariffs.

Security cooperation was another important aspect of the engagement, particularly in the battle
against cross-border terrorism and insurgency. To maintain regional stability, coordinated efforts
were made to strengthen border security, intelligence sharing, and counterterrorism measures. Another
notable turning point during this time period was the signing of the Ganges Water Treaty in 1996,
which ended the two countries’ long-standing quarrel over water allocation. The post-Cold War era
witnessed significant progress in economic and security cooperation, but sporadic political and
diplomatic hurdles continued.

The current time (2010-present) has been marked by growing economic ties, strategic
cooperation, and increasing problems. Economic relations between India and Bangladesh have reached
heights that were never before with both countries emerging as major trading partners. India, as one

of Bangladesh’s top import markets and a prominent export destination, contributes to the two nations’
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notable increase in bilateral commerce. Infrastructure development and connectivity projects have
also advanced, with initiatives like as the BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal) Motor Vehicles
Agreement and the construction of cross-border rail and road networks to improve connectivity in
the region.

The two nation’s strategic cooperation has grown as a result of India’s critical role in assisting
Bangladesh’s development aspirations through a variety of projects and initiatives. Energy cooperation
has been a key focus, with agreements for electricity exchange and cooperative ventures in power
generating. India has also supplied funds for Bangladeshi infrastructure projects such as roads, bridges,
and ports. However, there have been some recent issues of river water sharing, border management,
and illegal migration are all disputable subjects.

The bilateral relationship has also taken on new dimensions as both countries collaborate to
handle the security and humanitarian consequences of the Rohingya refugee crisis and the attempts
have been made diplomatically to tackle these issues through dialogue and cooperation.

The historical framework of Indo-Bangladesh relations depicts a dynamic and growing bilateral
relationship influenced by shared history, economic partnership, and strategic cooperation. From the
early years of Bangladesh’s independence and the Indo-Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation,
and Peace to the post-Cold War period of economic liberalization and security cooperation, to the
most recent stage of growing economic ties and strategic initiatives, the relationship underwent
significant changes and development. Still we see there are hurdles to overcome, the bilateral
relationship is still guided by the values of friendship and cooperation. This ensures that both countries
will cooperate to promote mutual prosperity and regional stability.

Ongoing Challenges :

Considering their common history, culture, and economy, India and Bangladesh continue to
face problems that affect their relationship. And the murders of Bangladeshi citizens by India’s Border
Security Force (BSF) are among the two nation’s most serious border issues. One of the longest
borders of 4,096-kilometer between Bangladesh and India is among the most porous in the world,
resulting in regular conflicts, unlawful crossings, and smuggling that these both countries have accepted
the importance of peaceful border control, and still stories of BSF shooting at Bangladeshi citizens
continue to generate diplomatic tensions. India tries to maintain that such efforts are necessary to
curb these criminal activities including people trafficking and animal smuggling.

Whereas Bangladesh calls for more moderation and a more humanitarian approach, describing
these executions as cruel and unacceptable which both the parties believe that non-lethal techniques

are critical, and multiple bilateral discussions have attempted to resolve these issues. Nevertheless,
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cross-border tensions and poor practical execution persist, occasionally fuelling anti-India sentiment
in Bangladesh that requires a long-term solution of improved border force coordination, community
involvement, and comprehensive economic alternatives for persons who rely on illicit traffic.

Water sharing is another major issue in India-Bangladesh relations, specifically with regard to
the Teesta River. It irrigates huge agricultural areas, provides a lifeline to millions of people in northern
Bangladesh and Bangladesh, on the other hand, believes it does not receive its fair share of water,
particularly during the dry season, and is annoyed by disagreements over water allocation. after India
and Bangladesh signed the Ganges Water Treaty in 1996, the Indian state of West Bengal has opposed
the Teesta because it is concerned that its own farmers may run out of water.

Given the ongoing political issues in India, successive Bangladeshi governments have
repeatedly asked for a fair solution, but negotiations have come to an end and India is concerned
about Bangladesh’s response, which has been to explore alternate options, such as expanded
collaboration with China on water management projects. In absence of a formal agreement, Bangladesh
is vulnerable to water shortages that might harm agriculture and livelihoods, while India risks losing
trust in a key neighbour. and in order to settle the Teesta conflict, India’s federal and state governments
must demonstrate political will and commit to fair and sensible water-sharing agreements that include
the requirements of both countries.

On the commercial front, the links between Bangladesh and India have grown dramatically
over time, but Dhaka remains seriously concerned about the widening trade gap. Since Bangladesh
imports significantly more than it exports, India benefits greatly from the trade deficit, despite being
one of Bangladesh’s top trading partners. This disparity is compounded by Bangladesh’s economy,
which is mostly centred on garment sales, whereas India exports a wide range of items, including
agricultural products, machinery, and raw materials. Although India grants duty-free access to
Bangladeshi exports under the South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA), non-tariff barriers,
bureaucratic red tape, and infrastructure constraints continue to impede Bangladesh’s export potential.

Various Bangladeshi enterprises struggle to penetrate into the Indian market due to the
complicated regulatory regulations and quality standards that frequently act as trade barriers and the
additional distortion of official trade data caused by cross border informal trade poses issues for
policymakers which both countries must address this by eliminating non-tariff trade obstacles,
strengthening border trade infrastructure, and encouraging more investment in Bangladeshi enterprises
to boost export competitiveness. Moreover, strengthening regional connectivity measures, such as
road, rail, and port connections, can help to balance trade dynamics and produce more fair economic

advantages for both countries.
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And on the security front, challenges including terrorism, extremism, and illegal migration
continue to have a significant impact on India-Bangladesh relations, as India has long been concerned
that extremist groups operating in Bangladesh are opposed to it. While Bangladesh’s Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has taken severe actions against these groups, although cross-border militant events
continue to strain relations, and India is concerned that extremist groups would enter Bangladeshi
refugee camps, complicating the Rohingya refugee crisis even further and illegal migration is another
sensitive issue which India claims has brought a substantial number of undocumented Bangladeshis
into Indian states such as Assam and West Bengal.

On the political front, arguments in India have heated up since the National Register of Citizens
(NRC) was adopted in Assam, that increased fears about the deportation of Bangladeshi citizens,
which Bangladesh, on the other hand, rejects substantial illegal migration and believes such assertions
are politically motivated. However, the security cooperation between the two countries has recently
strengthened due to intelligence sharing and coordinated counterterrorism actions in order to control
unlawful migration and solve common security concerns, constant teamwork and a comprehensive
approach that takes both security and humanitarian considerations into account are required.

Another strategic issue for India is China’s expanding influence in Bangladesh. China is now
Bangladesh’s largest commercial partner and a major infrastructural investor, having dramatically
strengthened its military and economic ties with the country over the last decade. And Chinese
businesses have participated in major projects such as the Padma Bridge, deep-sea port developments,
and power plants, moreover, the provision of military weaponry to the Bangladeshi military has
strengthened Beijing’s defence ties with Dhaka.

China’s expanding influence in South Asia is alarming for New Delhi, is seen as a strategic
threat. New Delhi is suspicious of China’s long-term geopolitical aspirations, particularly the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), in spite of Bangladesh’s claim that its relationship with China is built on
economic cooperation rather than at India’s expense. India has responded by bolstering its own
economic initiatives and linkages with Bangladesh, such as energy cooperation, railway connections,
and cross-border trade facilitation. And China, on the other hand, is a serious competitor of India
because of its excellent financing arrangements and quick project completion. And India may adopt a
more proactive strategy to mitigate China’s influence by establishing competitive economic
partnerships, strengthening defence cooperation, and improving cultural and interpersonal interactions
with Bangladesh.

Having faced these hurdles, India and Bangladesh still maintain a mainly cooperative

relationship, driven by shared geopolitical and economic goals and the two countries have made
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major strides in sectors including energy cooperation, cultural exchanges, and cross-border
connectivity while both acknowledging the need of a stable and constructive alliance, addressing these
ongoing issues will require continued political will, diplomatic efforts, and imaginative solutions.
Considering the challenges, India-Bangladesh relations can be restored if a long-term strategy is
enacted that promotes equitable resource sharing, reciprocal growth, and stability in the region.
Possibilities :

Nations, when work together economically, both parties have numerous potential for financial
gain. Their trade, investment, and connectivity are at the heart of this type of collaboration which
strengthens economic relations. and then trade agreements offer a framework for countries to cut
tariffs, improve market access, and streamline regulatory procedures which ultimately benefits major
corporations, but it also strengthens small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by supplying them
with exposure to a more varied consumer base.

Foreign direct investment (FDI) is essential for economic cooperation since it strengthens
industries, provides jobs, and advances technology. And infrastructure developments like as roads,
train systems, and internet connectivity help to boost economic cooperation by facilitating the flow
of products and services, infrastructure advancement acts as a vehicle. In today’s time, E-commerce
and digital trade have become critical components in bridging the gap between conventional economies
and technological breakthroughs. This economic cooperation, when properly structured, has the
potential to improve entire areas and generate long-term stability and prosperity.

Another major cooperation is the area of Energy that provides numerous opportunities for
global partnership. The rising energy demand in the world requires coordinated efforts in oil, gas,
and renewable energy sources. Working together in the production, delivery, and research of traditional
energy sources such as gas and oil, which are still heavily used in many countries, can considerably
improve energy security. Projects like Pipelines, LNG terminals, and cross-border energy projects, all
contribute to a more diverse and consistent energy supply by minimizing reliance on a single source.
Fortunately, the usage of renewable energy is increasing with the collective efforts of the world
towards more sustainability. And the solar, wind, and hydroelectric projects can be designed to
maximize the utilization of natural resources.

Advancements in battery storage and smart grid technology make it easier to integrate
renewable energy sources into national systems. And several nations can meet their energy needs,
lower their carbon footprints, and improve their sustainability by promoting energy cooperation. And
the meaningful partnership in R&D promotes energy innovation, resulting in more affordable and

efficient solutions.
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One of the important aspect of regional cooperation is in the area of Water management, in
the locations where countries share rivers and other bodies of water, where flooding, irrigation, and
water scarcity can all be reduced by effective water management. To tackle the issue, countries with
shared river basins must collaborate to establish comprehensive water sharing agreements that assure
equitable distribution and long-term use. And flood management measures such as reservoir
construction, embankment construction, and early warning systems can all help to mitigate the effects
of natural disasters, because coordinated water distribution ensures food security, irrigation
cooperation is also vital to agricultural output.

The development of innovative water-saving technologies such as desalination and drip irrigation
can be possible with collaborative research projects and cooperation on transboundary waterways
also builds diplomatic partnerships that lessen tensions and promote peace. And collectively, when
nations freely debate water resources and work together to make decisions, they better build a climate
of trust and mutual responsibility which ensures long-term sustainability.

People-to-people diplomacy through programs of cultural exchange are critical for building
bilateral and regional ties. This cultural exchange allows people to learn about different languages,
cultures, and practices, promoting mutual tolerance and understanding. The student exchange programs,
educational collaborations, and scholarships allow young minds to learn from a variety of perspectives.
The sector of Travel and Tourism, which encourages both cross-cultural exchanges and economic
growth, is another important part of cultural exchange.

To foster international relationships, literary gatherings, art exhibits, film screenings and
festivals are all means to promote cultural heritage. And the growing importance of digital media in
cultural exchange has enabled the real time participation of people from diverse backgrounds. The
participation of civil society, academic alliances, and business delegations are some examples of
people-to-people diplomacy, which helps to develop informal networks to support formal diplomatic
initiatives that can help nations deepen their relationships by encouraging cultural exchange, eliminating
preconceptions and myths, and fostering peace and cooperation.

A key technique for resolving common issues is the regional collaboration and using
its collective capabilities. There are organizations like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) and the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) play a vital role in encouraging cross-sectoral collaboration. One of these,
BIMSTEC, which connects South and Southeast Asia, prioritizes energy, trade, technology,
transportation, and security. It promotes economic growth and regional connectivity by investing in

infrastructure, simplifying trade laws, and facilitating investment.
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On the other hand, SAARC seeks to foster stability, peace, and development throughout South
Asia and, despite having problems like as political disagreements and conflicting policies, SAARC
continues to provide a forum for interaction and cooperation. Through regional actions in climate
change, disaster management, and public health strengthen collective resilience, and nations may
address global concerns more effectively and ensure sustainable development for future generations
by establishing regional cooperation organizations.

There are a few of the interwoven domains that make up international collaboration like-
regional, cultural, water, energy, and economic cooperation. Collectively, nations can provide the
groundwork for long-term growth and stability by actively participating in these fields. While economic
cooperation fosters technological innovation and connection, resulting in increased commerce and
investment. And energy collaborations provide dependable and sustainable power sources that propel
industrial growth. Similarly, water management boosts agricultural output and environmental
sustainability while lowering tensions over shared resources. In the same manner, the exchange of
culture promotes mutual respect and understanding, hence bridging socioeconomic gaps. Furthermore,
regional groups provide forums for discussing common challenges and implementing shared views.
Conclusion :

Bangladesh and India’s long-standing historical, cultural, and economic ties have been shaken.
These bilateral ties between the two countries have strengthened as a result of infrastructure
collaborations, economic affiliations, and strategic security and counterterrorism cooperation,
however, this cooperation faces numerous problems, including illegal migration, border disputes,
water-sharing issues, and China’s expanding regional influence. and one of the major difficulties that
has yet to be overcome is the Teesta River water-sharing deal, which has been hampered by internal
political constraints in India. And few tensions have also been heightened by concerns about the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC), both of which have
an impact on Bangladeshi attitudes about immigration. And the issue with border security and illicit
commerce continue to be key concerns requiring coordination in order to combat human trafficking
and smuggling.

India-Bangladesh relations have a bright future, despite these obstacles. Since, Bangladesh
has emerged as India’s largest trading partner in South Asia, strengthening the economic ties and
connectivity initiatives such as road networks, waterways, and railroad linkages have helped to
strengthen regional integration. Moreover, both the countries have also worked together on energy
sharing and renewable energy initiatives, with India supplying electricity to Bangladesh.

Both countries acknowledge the strategic necessity of keeping the Bay of Bengal peaceful
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and their commitment to regional stability is seen in the strengthening of defence ties, joint military

exercises, and intelligence sharing. While their interpersonal and cultural interactions continue to

improve the two nations ties. Their deeper collaboration in the future will necessitate greater economic

integration, continuous political engagement, and the resolution of outstanding issues. Assuming

both countries can properly manage their shared issues, their alliance could serve as a model for

future regional cooperation and South Asian stability.
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Abstract:

The rapid expansion of digital governance in India has significantly transformed the delivery
of welfare services, reshaping the relationship between the state and its citizens. This paper examines
the Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) initiative of Haryana as a case study to analyze how technology-
driven governance reforms are redefining the welfare state. PPP introduces a family-based digital
identification system that integrates multiple welfare schemes into a centralized database, enabling
proactive service delivery, improved targeting, and enhanced administrative efficiency. By leveraging
data analytics and algorithmic verification, the system aims to reduce duplication, curb leakages, and
support evidence-based policymaking. The study highlights the shift from application-driven welfare
to automated and data-informed governance mechanisms. However, it also critically assesses
challenges such as digital exclusion, data inaccuracies, privacy risks, and accountability in algorithm-
based decision-making. The paper argues that while PPP demonstrates the potential of digital
governance to strengthen welfare outcomes, its long-term success depends on robust grievance
redressal mechanisms, transparency, digital literacy, and strong legal safeguards for data protection.
The findings offer important lessons for other Indian states adopting similar digital welfare models.
Keywords :

Digital Governance, Welfare State, Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP), Digital Welfare Delivery,
Data-Driven Governance, Family-Based Identification, Algorithmic Governance, Social Protection,

Public Administration.
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1. Introduction :

Digital governance has become a defining feature of public administration in India, transforming
the way governments design, manage, and deliver welfare services. The widespread adoption of
information and communication technologies (ICTs), digital identification systems, and data-driven
governance has enabled public institutions to improve efficiency, transparency, and accountability.
National initiatives such as Digital India, Aadhaar, and various e-governance platforms demonstrate
the government’s commitment to modernizing public service delivery through technology
(Government of India, 2019; Mehta, 2020). These reforms have been particularly significant in the
welfare sector, where traditional systems have often been affected by delays, duplication, corruption,
and exclusion.

Conventional welfare delivery in India relied on fragmented administrative structures, paper-
based records, and manual verification processes. Such mechanisms frequently resulted in inaccurate
beneficiary identification, administrative inefficiencies, and delays in delivering public services (Dreze
& Khera, 2017; Saxena, 2017). Digital governance seeks to overcome these limitations by integrating
government databases, automating eligibility verification, and enabling data-driven decision-making.
The use of digital technologies has improved targeting, reduced transaction costs, and strengthened
evidence-based policymaking, allowing governments to deliver welfare benefits more efficiently
(Mukherjee, 2020; World Bank, 2016). At the same time, the increasing use of data analytics and
Artificial Intelligence (Al) has introduced new possibilities for proactive governance while also raising
concerns regarding privacy, digital exclusion, and algorithmic accountability (Masiero & Bailur, 2021;
Zuboff, 2019).

Within this context, the Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) initiative of Haryana represents an
important innovation in digital welfare governance. Introduced by the Government of Haryana, PPP
is a family-based digital identification system that assigns every household a unique Family ID and
integrates demographic, socio-economic, and welfare-related information into a centralized database
(Government of Haryana, 2021). Unlike individual-based identification systems, PPP adopts a
household approach, enabling the government to identify eligible beneficiaries, coordinate multiple
welfare schemes, and improve the accuracy of benefit distribution (State of Haryana, 2022). This
integrated framework supports a transition from application-based welfare to proactive service
delivery, where benefits are provided based on verified household data rather than repeated citizen
applications.

Despite its advantages, PPP also highlights important policy and ethical challenges. The

extensive use of centralized data raises concerns regarding privacy, data security, and consent, while
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dependence on digital systems may exclude citizens with limited digital literacy or internet access.
Furthermore, automated decision-making requires transparent and accountable governance to prevent
errors and bias in welfare allocation (Chaudhuri, 2022; Supreme Court of India, 2018).

Against this background, this study examines the role of the Parivar Pehchan Patra in
transforming welfare delivery in Haryana through digital governance. It analyses the initiative’s
contribution to improving administrative efficiency, beneficiary targeting, and service delivery while
critically evaluating challenges related to digital inclusion, data protection, and algorithmic governance.
The findings contribute to broader debates on the future of digital welfare systems in India and offer
insights for policymakers seeking to balance technological innovation with transparency, accountability,
and social inclusion.

2. Understanding Digital Governance :

Digital governance, also known as e-governance, refers to the use of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) to improve public administration, enhance service delivery, and
promote citizen participation. It involves not only digitizing government processes but also redesigning
governance systems to make them more transparent, efficient, accountable, and responsive (Bannister
& Connolly, 2014; Heeks, 2018). Through digital platforms, centralized databases, and data-driven
decision-making, governments can improve policy implementation while reducing administrative
delays and corruption (Bhatnagar, 2014).

A key feature of digital governance is the integration of digital platforms, centralized
information systems, and automated processes for service delivery. These technologies simplify
administrative procedures, improve transparency, and ensure that welfare benefits reach eligible
beneficiaries efficiently (Masiero & Bailur, 2021; Mukherjee, 2020). Real-time data analytics further
strengthens governance by enabling governments to monitor welfare programs, identify service gaps,
and make evidence-based policy decisions. This supports a shift from reactive governance, where
citizens apply for benefits, to proactive governance, where eligible individuals are identified and
served automatically (World Bank, 2020).

Data and Artificial Intelligence (Al) have become increasingly important in digital governance.
Governments use Al to automate eligibility verification, detect fraud, optimize resource allocation,
and improve the accuracy of welfare delivery (Masiero & Bailur, 2021; Chaudhuri, 2022). However,
Al also presents significant challenges. Algorithmic decision-making may reinforce existing biases
in historical data, leading to the exclusion of vulnerable populations (Eubanks, 2018). Additionally,
extensive use of personal data raises concerns about privacy, transparency, and accountability.

Therefore, the adoption of Al should be supported by ethical guidelines, legal safeguards, and effective
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grievance redressal mechanisms to ensure fairness and public trust (Zuboff, 2019).

Digital governance is particularly significant in developing democracies such as India, where
large-scale welfare systems often face problems of inefficiency, duplication, and corruption (Dreze
& Khera, 2017). Digital technologies help streamline service delivery, reduce leakages, and improve
monitoring of government schemes (Government of India, 2019; NITI Aayog, 2018). However,
challenges such as limited internet access, low digital literacy, socio-economic inequalities, and
concerns over data privacy continue to affect the effectiveness of digital initiatives (Yadav & Palshikar,
2019; Supreme Court of India, 2018). Addressing these issues is essential to ensure inclusive and
equitable governance.

Overall, digital governance has transformed welfare administration by enabling governments
to deliver services more efficiently, transparently, and proactively. Integrated digital platforms improve
beneficiary identification, reduce duplication, and support evidence-based policymaking. Initiatives
such as India’s Digital India programme and Haryana’s Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) demonstrate the
potential of digital governance to create a more citizen-centric welfare system (Government of
Haryana, 2021). At the same time, ensuring digital inclusion, protecting privacy, and minimizing
algorithmic bias remain critical for achieving equitable and sustainable governance outcomes.

3. Evolution of Welfare Delivery in Haryana :

The welfare delivery system in Haryana has evolved from traditional, manual administrative
processes to digitally enabled governance aimed at improving efficiency and transparency. Earlier,
welfare services such as subsidized food, pensions, scholarships, and healthcare were delivered through
separate government departments using paper-based records, physical applications, and manual
verification (Saxena, 2017; Dreze & Khera, 2017). Although these systems expanded access to social
protection, they were often slow, fragmented, and prone to administrative inefficiencies.

3.1 Traditional Welfare Mechanisms :

Traditional welfare delivery in Haryana relied on multiple departments, each maintaining
separate beneficiary databases and eligibility criteria. Citizens seeking benefits under schemes such
as the Public Distribution System (PDS), social pensions, or educational assistance had to submit
separate applications and supporting documents to different offices (Khera, 2019). This fragmented
approach increased bureaucratic complexity, delayed service delivery, and placed additional financial
and time burdens on beneficiaries. Manual record-keeping and paper-based verification also made
the system vulnerable to errors, inefficiency, and lack of transparency (Bhatnagar, 2014).

3.2  Challenges in Welfare Delivery :

The traditional welfare system faced several structural challenges, including leakages,
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duplication, and administrative delays. Weak coordination among departments often resulted in
overlapping beneficiary lists, allowing some individuals to receive multiple benefits while eligible
households were excluded (Bhattacharya & Roy, 2021). Corruption, fraudulent claims, and diversion
of resources further reduced the effectiveness of welfare programmes (Dreze & Khera, 2017). In
addition, manual processing and limited monitoring slowed the delivery of services, particularly
affecting rural and marginalized populations (Singh & Bansal, 2021). The absence of centralized data
also restricted evidence-based policymaking and effective programme evaluation (Mukherjee, 2020).
3.3 Need for Digital Reforms :

These challenges highlighted the need for digital reforms to improve the efficiency,
transparency, and accountability of welfare delivery. Digital governance enables centralized databases,
automated eligibility verification, and real-time monitoring, reducing duplication and administrative
delays (Masiero & Bailur, 2021; Government of India, 2019). It also supports a shift from application-
based welfare to proactive service delivery, where eligible beneficiaries are identified automatically
using integrated family data (World Bank, 2020).

The introduction of digital identity systems such as Aadhaar created the foundation for Haryana’s
Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP), a family-based identification system that links multiple welfare schemes
through a single database. By improving interdepartmental coordination and enabling data-driven
decision-making, PPP addresses many limitations of traditional welfare mechanisms while promoting
more accurate, transparent, and citizen-centric service delivery (Government of Haryana, 2021; State
of Haryana, 2022).

4. Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP): An Overview :

The Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) is a digital governance initiative launched by the Government
of Haryana in 2018 to improve welfare delivery through a centralized family-based identification
system. Unlike individual identification systems, PPP assigns each household a unique identification
number and integrates demographic, socio-economic, and welfare-related information into a single
database. The initiative aims to improve administrative efficiency, reduce leakages, and ensure that
welfare benefits reach eligible families more accurately (Government of Haryana, 2021).

4.1 Objectives and Design :

The primary objective of PPP is to create a comprehensive database of all families in Haryana
and use it to streamline welfare administration. By treating the household as the basic unit of
governance, the system captures family-level information such as income, dependents, and eligibility
for government schemes. Data from multiple government departments are integrated into a centralized

database, enabling accurate verification and reducing duplication of records (State of Haryana, 2022;
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Government of India, 2019). This integrated design simplifies access to welfare benefits while
improving coordination across departments.
4.2  Family-Based Identification and Welfare Integration :

A key feature of PPP is its family-based identification approach, which enables the government
to assess welfare needs at the household level rather than focusing only on individuals. This ensures
that all family members, including children, women, and the elderly, are considered during welfare
planning (Khera, 2019). The centralized platform links various welfare schemes such as pensions,
scholarships, health insurance, and social assistance, allowing real-time eligibility verification and
automated benefit delivery. It also reduces duplication, improves transparency, and strengthens inter-
departmental coordination (Bhattacharya & Roy, 2021; Mukherjee, 2020).

4.3 Role of Data Analytics and Al :

Data analytics and Artificial Intelligence (AI) enhance the effectiveness of PPP by automating
eligibility verification, identifying duplicate records, and detecting inconsistencies across databases
(Chaudhuri, 2022). Predictive analytics also help identify vulnerable households and support evidence-
based policymaking, enabling a shift from reactive to proactive welfare delivery (Masiero & Bailur,
2021; World Bank, 2020). However, the increasing use of data and Al also raises concerns regarding
privacy, data security, and algorithmic transparency. Addressing these issues through legal safeguards
and effective grievance redressal is essential for ensuring public trust and equitable welfare delivery
(Supreme Court of India, 2018; Zuboft, 2019).

5. PPP and Welfare State Transformation :

The Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) has transformed welfare delivery in Haryana by shifting
governance from a fragmented, application-based system to a proactive and data-driven model. Through
centralized family-level data, PPP improves service delivery, strengthens monitoring, and reshapes
the relationship between citizens and the state.

5.1  Shift to Proactive Service Delivery :

Traditionally, citizens had to apply separately for different welfare schemes, resulting in delays,
administrative complexity, and exclusion of vulnerable groups (Dreze & Khera, 2017). PPP replaces
this approach with proactive service delivery by using integrated household data to identify eligible
beneficiaries and facilitate automatic access to welfare schemes (Government of Haryana, 2021).
This reduces bureaucratic procedures, improves efficiency, and ensures timely delivery of benefits,
particularly for economically weaker and marginalized households (Masiero & Bailur, 2021).

5.2 Improved Targeting and Data Management :

PPP strengthens welfare administration through centralized family-level data, enabling accurate
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identification of beneficiaries and reducing duplication of benefits (Khera, 2019). The integrated
database also supports real-time monitoring, allowing policymakers to track programme
implementation, identify service gaps, and make evidence-based decisions (Mukherjee, 2020;
Bhattacharya & Roy, 2021). Centralization improves coordination among government departments
and enhances transparency in welfare delivery.

5.3 Changing Citizen—State Relationship :

PPP has reshaped the interaction between citizens and the state by making welfare services
more accessible and citizen-centric. Automated verification and reduced paperwork simplify access
to government schemes, increasing administrative responsiveness and public trust (Masiero & Bailur,
2021). At the same time, the growing use of data analytics and algorithmic decision-making raises
concerns about privacy, transparency, and accountability. Addressing these issues through strong legal
safeguards and effective grievance mechanisms is essential to ensure that digital governance remains
inclusive and protects citizens’ rights (Chaudhuri, 2022; Zuboff, 2019).

6. Benefits of Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) :

The Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) has significantly improved welfare delivery in Haryana by
introducing a centralized, family-based digital governance system. By integrating multiple welfare
schemes, automating eligibility verification, and using data-driven decision-making, PPP has reduced
inefficiencies while making welfare delivery faster, more transparent, and citizen-centric.

A major benefit of PPP is the reduction of duplication and leakages in welfare programmes.
Earlier, different government departments maintained separate beneficiary records, resulting in
overlapping benefits, fraudulent claims, and inefficient use of public resources (Dreze & Khera,
2017). PPP addresses these issues by assigning each family a unique identification number and linking
all welfare schemes through a centralized database (Government of Haryana, 2021). Real-time
verification and cross-checking of records help identify duplicate entries and ensure that benefits
reach eligible households. This integrated approach improves transparency and minimizes resource
wastage (Bhattacharya & Roy, 2021; World Bank, 2020).

PPP has also accelerated service delivery by replacing manual verification and paper-based
procedures with automated digital processes. Under the earlier system, beneficiaries often experienced
long delays due to repeated documentation and administrative approvals (Saxena, 2017). Through
digital records and automated eligibility checks, PPP enables quicker processing of welfare benefits,
reducing administrative burden on government officials while ensuring timely assistance for vulnerable
households (Masiero & Bailur, 2021).

Another important contribution of PPP is its support for evidence-based policymaking. The
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centralized household database provides policymakers with reliable information on demographic and
socio-economic conditions, allowing better identification of eligible beneficiaries and underserved
populations (Mukherjee, 2020). Data analytics also helps monitor programme performance, evaluate
policy outcomes, and guide resource allocation based on actual needs rather than estimates (Chaudhuri,
2022). This enables the government to design more targeted and effective welfare interventions.

PPP further enhances administrative efficiency by integrating multiple departments onto a
single digital platform, reducing repetitive record-keeping and improving coordination across
government agencies (Government of India, 2019). Automated monitoring, centralized reporting,
and Al-assisted verification strengthen transparency and accountability while lowering administrative
costs (Masiero & Bailur, 2021; World Bank, 2020). Overall, PPP represents an important step towards
amore efficient, data-driven, and citizen-centric welfare system, demonstrating how digital governance
can improve both the quality and effectiveness of public service delivery.

7. Challenges, Policy Implications, and Recommendations :

Although the Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) has significantly improved welfare delivery through
digital governance, its implementation also presents important challenges related to digital inclusion,
data accuracy, privacy, and algorithmic accountability. Addressing these concerns is essential to ensure
that the system remains equitable, transparent, and citizen-centric.

One of the major challenges is digital exclusion. Many rural residents, elderly individuals,
and economically disadvantaged households have limited access to the internet, digital devices, or
the skills needed to interact with digital platforms (Singh & Bansal, 2021). Although PPP automates
welfare delivery, citizens often need to update records, verify information, or submit grievances
online. Limited digital literacy, particularly among women and marginalized communities, may reduce
access to these services and widen existing inequalities (Masiero & Bailur, 2021; World Bank, 2020).

Another concern relates to data accuracy and privacy. Since PPP integrates information from
multiple government databases, errors such as incorrect family details or outdated records can lead
to exclusion from welfare benefits (Bhattacharya & Roy, 2021). Efficient grievance redressal and
timely data correction are therefore essential. At the same time, the centralized storage of personal
and household information raises concerns regarding data security, unauthorized access, and misuse
of sensitive information. Strong legal safeguards, secure digital infrastructure, and clear policies on
consent and data sharing are necessary to protect citizens’ privacy (Supreme Court of India, 2018;
Zuboff, 2019).

The increasing use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and automated decision-making in PPP also

creates challenges related to transparency and accountability. Algorithms used for eligibility
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verification or fraud detection may unintentionally reflect biases in existing data, leading to unfair
outcomes for vulnerable groups (Chaudhuri, 2022). To maintain public trust, automated decisions
should be transparent, explainable, and supported by accessible appeal mechanisms (Masiero & Bailur,
2021).

To strengthen PPP, several policy measures are required. A robust grievance redressal
system should provide multiple channels, including online portals, mobile applications, and local
service centres, enabling citizens to report errors and resolve disputes efficiently (Singh & Bansal,
2021). Governments should also promote digital literacy through community training programmes
and awareness campaigns so that all sections of society can effectively access digital services. In
addition, independent oversight of algorithmic decision-making, regular system audits, and stronger
implementation of data protection laws will improve accountability and safeguard citizens’ rights
(Supreme Court of India, 2018).

Overall, while PPP demonstrates the transformative potential of digital governance in welfare
delivery, its long-term success depends on balancing technological efficiency with inclusion,
transparency, privacy, and effective legal safeguards. Strengthening these areas will ensure that digital
welfare systems remain both efficient and socially equitable.

9. Conclusion :

The Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) initiative represents a major step in the digital transformation
of welfare delivery in Haryana and demonstrates the growing role of digital governance in strengthening
public service delivery. This study examined PPP as a family-based digital identification system,
highlighting its contribution to improving welfare administration through centralized data, automation,
and evidence-based decision-making. The findings show that PPP has shifted welfare delivery from a
traditional application-based model to a proactive system in which eligible households can be identified
and served more efficiently (Government of Haryana, 2021; Masiero & Bailur, 2021).

The analysis indicates that PPP has improved the targeting of welfare schemes by reducing
duplication, minimizing leakages, and enhancing coordination among government departments.
Centralized household data and automated verification have accelerated service delivery while
supporting better monitoring and policy planning (Bhattacharya & Roy, 2021; Mukherjee, 2020).
These developments illustrate how digital governance can improve transparency, accountability, and
administrative efficiency, making welfare programmes more responsive to citizens’ needs (World
Bank, 2020).

Despite these achievements, several challenges remain. Digital exclusion continues to affect

rural communities, elderly citizens, and economically disadvantaged groups with limited access to
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technology or digital literacy (Singh & Bansal, 2021). Concerns related to data accuracy, privacy,
cybersecurity, and algorithmic decision-making also require careful attention. Ensuring transparent
grievance redressal, protecting personal data, and maintaining accountability in automated systems
are essential for building public trust and ensuring equitable access to welfare benefits (Chaudhuri,
2022; Zuboft, 2019).

The experience of PPP offers important lessons for India’s broader welfare system. It
demonstrates that digital governance can significantly improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
welfare delivery when supported by reliable data, strong institutional coordination, and citizen-centric
policies. At the same time, successful implementation requires complementary measures such as
digital literacy programmes, robust legal safeguards for data protection, transparent algorithmic
governance, and regular monitoring of programme outcomes (Supreme Court of India, 2018).

In conclusion, PPP provides a valuable model for other Indian states seeking to modernize
welfare administration. While technology has the potential to transform public service delivery, its
long-term success depends on balancing innovation with inclusiveness, transparency, and accountability.
Strengthening these foundations will enable digital welfare initiatives to enhance social protection,

improve governance, and contribute to a more efficient and equitable welfare state in India.
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. AR TRISNTR Jd A8 8 WRGR §RT UM BT T g™ &1 aem &7 |
. ARl WRIGNR Jeld ATST13ll TR q9TTd I8gall dI AR o |
o  HfZdel @I 3w, ArAfTd Rfa iR FAGT § I eRd &l Io™ & ford s

TAMHRTT & e & w0 H BRI BT |
o  HARRI B ITAR Siad AU B T H I AHT 37 dTell YR BT garard

DRI |
o  HiZAT IUMAT P &HAT, T&IAT TAT VI BT (AT B, ITb] HGATAD HTIAT DI AT

P TG ARBRI TAT IR FGRT FRIHl §RT 18 g AT BT JEIT HRAT |
oire o -

el 1 ey 31T & FaRYT eI & o) S &5 Bl (g W1 B @12y | &
&7 FAeiRor raeendT iR Iugaadr & MR W fHar Srar 2| afS o &1 &3 Bier g9 ar &l
Hhdl © b I8 2Ny g & spyl | Bl SR 8l O | 1id fshy fawaa=i 781 v8 SId
3R IS WY &3 AMUS & Al 39 T AR 57 DI I AILIRAT ISl & qAT AT A
W 98 31t W9 B usd o | el &1 S em |Rgel a1 e 8, S werde gite 9 10
dgdidll 9 dici © 5Tl § 400 WM UARK Ud 1025 U B | W Y€ H g T Al qr JAHIoT
e @ A= 9eThRI | UeATdell & AgH | AT & FHE & YA 63 SR | gfd
eMeedl 1 regye &3 et el Bl forar war € | a1 el H ST & SR U & | 2011 DI
STIRTOET & IR Bl SEEl 2,228,935 &, forad gl o §&r 1,157,495 eI Afgansi ol
H@ 1,071,440 & | a1 {5l § ST B g9 297 @afad ufd o fhanier 21 et @
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HIERAT gfaerd 72.26 gfaerd fdd Riferd & forad guy o1 dreRdr ufawrd 81.37 T Af2elrsii &1
HTETRAT U 62.45 8 |
oite gfgfey o

T A7 =T foddt faf¥re gaiteq & forg fohan Sirar 2 | 99 &) fohefl oY oman # eagdan
T ql @ @ @ oy {5 T =W a1 gRervr $F 31eTdd wEd B T B a5 H g
HRI STIRER € |

oMY B H ARRAT IUHAT Td IRISHRAS Aol | FHId adidd g [aeaa=ia
3Tl DI UT<T B & o) Ui gd fgcfide SMi UbR & ATdhel bl Udha B ol fbam a1
2| WIS hs Wi B W W W) qd Sl 9 6 {6 1 € | 9&fe i anies
ARl IR Td FRISHTRAAS AR &1 FHAT I HafSd =T GaTiRia— a1aesTiRia Jiah],
T qF—UETsl, FHAER U=, I Ufaedl e | Ted aR yanT {6 T | g9 AfaRead
ATSSNI, UG SexAIc 3G &1 4l s Ud vy 9 ¥ Hafdd el AcRId Uha dHRA H UIRT
fopar a1 7 |
SUdbcyar -

= 3g Us 3 forger uwcueny ot oreft ¥ -
o ATl B e &1 R B | UM & Ul Sreeben AT 2 |
o  HARAR 3fUT AHRI Td Heiedl b Ul GOl g5 © AR FAG H ITWAT & IR fARkre

R g9 & detd 34 U1 g8 2|
o HRAT S YHUl BT ol H ST DI DI YD &HAT ATl B © |
e &I S U FHUY HT 99 9@ U & &5 H ff I & 9 @ 7 |

o 7ot # wfgaT el AAIGRT T W T |
. AR ST BT 1 T g Gfardl & Ui 8 s BioAsdl B AHAT BRAT TSl
g

AT el @ 98d hed (WRA aRJeT H) o aary # Afgamril & Wi, Uy 3R
FR==IoT BT 8 99 Afden Serl dEd § & Afe qw @ wiy, dwgla, e Rerfay &1 sregas
PRAT © Al Ul I QT B ARARI BT 3edIT HIAT A1V AT Al G-~ T TG ©
ar <er A1 I B A g WG BN | dSl—aS] BHFIS @ HASHT SRRGER & UG W ol
HeII3il & UdY, HATe Bl Al I 9 Gl 1 8T 2, §B U B Al Sl & aR | faw
SR 74 g— (e ®u & R aRkdaer )

freffar arelt - facii~rar svsElior &1 A5 SRR 3R WLl PRIIR &I gfar § oy
W T | SHMITT TSR Bl OB H 2009 H I fIor1er 49+ 3ifh § X1 & Regarg | 1 =1aren
AT |

TGHT PIAT - ST 17 TI=R 1961 THALY, A, (Horic ) gwig, TA.SL, .30 3.
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AT 3G, 9, WRA | T=T BIeR Bl Bled DT 7 AT B Al Falfde wrfdemel Afgerail
¥ AET B

feor QT 3T ST 23 AT 1953 (d7TelR) < &Y UH A dfdcd 9dd | fazg AFfs w
JRICTHIGTS & &3 B UHAE Afeell © | {07 T 20t &1 A1 © 6 ervan 9 fawre &1 a1 afgan
q Y & 9% WA & O & |

RBrar gaf - a3l Wa, Udad b, I 1 Sasal R ggar J R 949 o del
eI 9 & A% e ¢ |

OB W € AR B9 I s <wd § fb Ren, wawn, de, fafmion ffea,
GRS, TS &3 # |1 ATy WS HH 31 T © | JSIRAT H &1 ATAT 3 | 30 dRG HI
d% Afedr WU, UAT S8R I U1 BT & | fR—eR Ffeat sk 81 <8 8 vd g & faer
LISERINIEE R
g,‘u‘?i’rﬁra?ra'&ﬁmz-

VTS . (2003) TS 5T & 10 foredl # Usfipd 124 AfZelr STl & wWR
DT GG T | 3eFg" | g8 U 11 b gree Afger Sl § 94.4 Gl Ubel @i, 70.
2 UIIRIT 26 W 45 IY 3Y WG, 71.8 UG Ul URAR, 87.1 Ulrerd fdanfed vd 83 & 90 ufcrerd
Thel WR T e Ui off | ey & IR g geid Q1 b fofer Semr & g1 forel |
B2 I SRIGHTR AR DI e AT & ford URT fhar S |

oI T eI (2008) + AR UMl Td oe] FqEY & HeY H Ig3AMl uchi Ud
AR BT JerTIcHD [ATeAvor BT | 3ega B @S e H BRIk Afed Al &1 =g
R Freeie ugfd gRT fan | ey # ur {6y Afeery srcAfdeard | qui, I it | gad
off oI geirg 31 b Jeifi exe] g 3 afgerall & W1 4 gl g8 o, T R 1 3rfl s
Rerfe 77 & T1 572 gW &1 g1 H 31ed Al Td AARITS BT AHAT BRAT ISl ¢ |

wdrelt, wer. afdfer (2011) 71 oA stema W ur {6 Serfddn faera # ufa, fOar ar wikaiRe
HERI B YO GHI%! HERIH 8 Ahal & d01 Ui vd T Safidr 2 Td IRe b 38 & | S
Azl IUFRT BT AT R Iear 89 IR 39 GReHIvT Vg deR H URdd 8 Fahdl & |

397 foheor dt. (2012) 5 BRMEIE @I 60 Al SEHIN B YD TCHI, THRIRA T FAICrdl
BT eI (a1 qAT e H I8 urdl b |alfdes 50 Ufcrerd AfRed @URd gld) Il & e
H yIer Bl § | 93 Uierd ARl Bl uRaR Td HrRied & wed MR &l AHwT ol | g
AT & w9 ¥ 39 U AT ®1 II6R Td 7 Yferd ARl Bl 9T SIeR] BT 341
Tq JTE AN gl T AT DRAT UST | ALqTT & 3 H I8 Geia foan b wRepr v =iy
HAWIRAT §RT Ushdl Raedh! AT & Aegd | At 9 3fferes Gider & S =2y |
el o Fevitae fereduur ua @ -

eeeft gRT a1 T BIS W W BRI | rdi § Il gWTdl B ©, ST enenefi gRT 89

I Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (111)




AR B qrfad ReIfd &1 Gegie fGa1 Sl | s9s o1 I8 Araeasd © b wreneff grr
e eI H IUINT B T A WM IUDRYT §RT YKl SIDBIRAT Dl aRerd HH § ARUNag
fehar SR |

ey & H a1 el & Afear SEHAr vd @RISR AS Alomsi vd e faer 2g
el 5 {B MY UGV DI FSIAT ol &, STAd gRT Uba d2dl & ARV, fazeyor v
AR R 9] Rty 7 SR UK & T 8| 9 39 YR o—

arfeser sarT-1
gfRare or e
. URAR &1 FwY T gfcrerd
1. R 20 40
2. Thd 30 60
ANT— 50 100

SUYeT dIferT I W ¢ b el 40 Ufcrerd URIR Agad URaR 2, 2T 60 Ufcrerd Afge
SR & IRAR THTHT B | TTHOT &3 H IR0 § MMHR B Bl & 9D BRI Uil IRIR
el 9 T |

arfeser sharTeh-2
gfdare 3 sifger saf3ri o sare
. gRaR # = e gfaera
1. ST AT 15 30
2. IH 10 20
3. = 25 50
ANT— 50 100

U dIfeTerT & W 2 fob 30 Ufcerd Afeelr Seffl &1 uRaR d Soar I ¢ | 20 yfaerd
Afgel SUMAT &1 e T=AT 50 Ui Al Sefii &1 = uRaR § 94 § |

aIfeser harTdh-3
Afger 3af3rt o Jarfds Rafar
. Jarfes Rerfa S| gfrerd
1. faanfea 20 40
2, SICCIES] 15 30
3 faerar 10 20
4 R 05 10
ANT— 50 100

SUY e TIrhT | Wee § fdb 40 ufcrerd Afgenn e fqarfed € o 30 faerd sifdanfed &
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IR ferar afgem SaffAi o1 ufaed 20 © 9 uReadr after Saffl &1 gfderda 10 2| o W<

g fo afgen S # Jarfea after safaal & ufaea fee 2 |

aifesar BaTH-4
gfRare 9t anffe Reafdr
. anfefe Rerfa R gfererd
1. IS 15 30
2. LENES 25 50
3. AT 10 20
AT 50 100

SUYeRT dTferedl W W © fdb gRaRl @1 afdfe Rerfa # 30 ufcerd s, 50 ufrerd wRrE
oI 20 ufaera =T i Rerfd & SroHT S o) 8 g1 od: W 2 & 50 gfererd

Afear anfeier Rerfa W 81 & HROT I 99 T |

aTfespr PHaATH-5
afEersit o gaTer F gESl & Sued & Af¥er & uar i [
E IEEIN qE=T gfcrera
1. AEHd 25 50
2. SN 15 30
3. PIg dadd el 10 20
ANT— 50 100

SUYeHT dlfTdT ¥ W & b Azl I goul & aRTa¥! H U JAYD] G BT aTSl
2, 3reugd # 50 ufaera Afearetl = 1= Igafd Sidis I 50 Uferd # 30 ufderd sRTgEf odTs

3R AT 20 Hfrerd Afeemsnt 7 s 99 Jad gl fbar g

TIfsdT BATH-6
It Afgorsit 3 Araftre Rafdyr
. Stefore Rerfar R gfaera
1. farferd 05 10
2, SINIGK] 45 90
AT 50 100

U dIferT W W © fdb dact 10 Ufcerd Al IeHl €1 Riferd € sk 90 ufcrerd afgar
S oiRiferT org T v v R o wRken sufiat # Rem o wR e 2
dar e F garassht Ssrone gorer wrefmar ot Rafdr -

o & I fSTell Bl Hifd a1 Rrel § 9 YgrHA! ASHTR Gold Brishd 1 (el 2008 |
HAId & | I8 IIid ¥ 31.03.2008 TP QT A3 YETTHAT SRR AT 3R IHIVT ISR
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o FRimH &1 e sy 2|

STt . 7
gaTaTss AroTone oo bl I e T gfiy
NINESEERERE))
Ty ) gfcf
CINED faxir GIED fa<ira

1 2 3 4 5
2019-20 40 148.20 30 13591
2020-21 42 158.80 39 162.10
2021-22 35 149.00 30 169.59
2022-23 39 193.10 34 188.19
2023-24 72 191.85 80 143.42
oyor 22 840.95 213 799.21

A — [Tl AMUR TG SR D= a1 (7.9

T @MUR Td FENT vt a1 F YT SIFDRI & AR F¥T fITa gie a6 & SR 226
H 213 RAUTZAT §RT TRISHIR AR og Ud Hed¥ KR & SN Bl WRITIAT fS7ell TR Td S
Bes AT & AeH I WG BR g & | OFH A 799.21 AT WU B ATD A dabl & AEgH
A USRI B S gl 7 | fTd ura aut @ deg uiied ol afe xar S dr ol de FeiRa wifae
el W ¥ 65.92 U T d&g UTe fha1 S el & | 391 IR fa<iia gfayfcd @1 e 95.03
RET B |
dter qaTes droronre Arerer -

GIOTET & 3geed - SN Hal Ud Fadd & &5 § bdd di gbrgdl /el
HIEIH ¥ WRIGHR RJATOAT BT U8 < =g dbl /i d=erell & aregq | o Milved ax
FUT JUALT BT UG AT F1 D FEIAT & &b WU H < |

ST . 8
. Ty e SEEIE
IR oI (. o #) GIREY o (. om )

1. 2, 3. 4, 5, 6.
1. 2019-20 181 28.72 52 28.72
2. 2020-21 160 6.89 70 6.89
3. 2021-22 84 7.80 84 7.80
4. 2022-23 84 4.97 80 4.97
5. 2023-24 70 2.43 31 2.43

Iyor 579 50.81 1317 50.81
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U Ufe auf & 3MMds! A W 7 fh a9 gRT [Tel § 9 T 579 Hifcd deg § 9 #7159
1317 Hifae deai o wiftd &1 U €, 9afd [l Jeg vd gl ¥ 50.81 &g ®9 &1 2 |
Afger Safdar o aaen -

o I BT AMINTG ofdl IRARNTT Ud Afgell Sl & Ui $oR, ddadad ¢ |

3 AT AfSeAratl # 31U+ 31 ol o< &1 &HdT &7 11T BIaT 2 |

o  WRAN AT ITHAT B T FHRT IRATI &Y Bl I AFRISA © |

*  U%Y APl YT HHANRGT & AT B T B U |

o AR ITH! FH-FHH AdTH dh-d H Yoia: STFSHRT 81 o Ul & [T STed anTd

H gfg & ol 7 |
o R H ARG @ WeRAT BT Uferd §HY @ o H HH 2 | e & ra H a8 qaabeian!

S U4 Ao & AR | Ao el I8 Ul NadT [Aukid gWa SHe e & e

W TSl © |
. AT SR BT A 0T & I § 3Md BISARN BT AT ST Usdl © |
qI1g -

el Y AT & Tl AT Ud HeTea 8 d8aR UeY BT BT A ISP ¢ |
gy FRIFT § Halfde Fecayqol T AIa HARE BT § U9 WY & SR H g {6 e
P AR BT el w9 # uRfea w71 &1 < e v @ dfea & § Sefe afad @
9T fSTell darad &l JIAfd S 8IaT & | 3Td: ATA- Bl I8 Ugel HeAT anfed & Afdar Sefian
RIS A SITET A3 81, Flfd Afgell SeHar & aad 8 9 379+ 31U &1 $s FAI $F &
SR |
o A ST & FARIRN & FHEE & ford Afgar Fefdaa)er & fder & diedrfad faban

ST A1fRY |
) Afget ST @ Wieared &xa @ fordt 3ienfira aRasT & gear 8| |1 & Afger

Sl Bl A~ gR &1 Rarrd < =1fev dor g faftre serm &1 qfger saffa @

forr amRfera v <=1 =Ry |
o  AfRen SNl & &9 TS R wNET JRIT SuAE IR S AMRY |
. AR SUMA B TS YgHE 999 B R eI el awd® g | ort: Afkasi & for

UdIDHIg Ud et e &1 favaR fear SEr = |
foremf -

ST QT & AT FaH T AR RISHIRI T & | Y% Ul forar gaed / Jafcrl &
Igad e ggard ISR e BRAT 8IdT & | 9% & Udd e avf &l eraarg Al T8l <1
ST FHel! © | SABT W BRI 3, GBI Y&l $H A 847 | G Reaf 3§ g9 § SRR &
IR fawfid fhd ST W= B, O <91 & S ANTRG B ASTIR U 8 A TAT SITEHAHI
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o1 ol St A |

IR BT IR<dD 3N fHRT Irior faesr wR emenRa 8, adsdl & ugdrd R Il
& Hanfior e & forg deead JoRl & AreM ¥ o e e SRiGH TR T 7 |

INAE T Sanferd fafa= ISR ATST1el § | IS UTHIOT IISHTR RET Wb, Feaqgal
T WG YT @RISR ATSHT & AR WRIGHR Y& $R arel] YErHAT ISR ol
PRIHH, SFEATA JASTTR AT, AT G FRIGHR IS, g 9 731 UBST a7 FRIGHR
TSI BT TN UL BT vy g1 737, iR 2NY Y&e bl Iad Jroiriia fa<iig udg g ISR
&1 9RT A o ) gRomq ure faar 1am € |

BAR < P IR AT DI GEHAT 9l AR € | AR, Fad, b A qei—a<! Aerail
H AT BT FEAT Tl Sff RE! 2 | Afgell ITHT IR AR Ud < & b H goul &
RIER FIRT 99 21 2 | Afgelt Safal & forg A, snfdfe, emfts giedivr ¥ a3 aedd
@1 ArE [T ARG | DT FAFCT BT AAHR dadt Gaem § 7 gax JqeiRa W1 8 a1fag
T Afgen ST @ad ®U A BRI B Tl © 3R U YRIR T Q9 & [ d 9rfary 71
Fehell € |

(7) weof Jreer gt -

o THSD M dld. QX AR NfgaRer, ZHTa ufea=iT g€ 2007

o g @ o, U B AMb YwER, Wifecd T, TANT 1930

o T 9 M, IR U=y eI, TaYT AR A&, STVRT 197172

o T e, AR SffeeRell, T U4 ., g facell 2009

o A IR UHTe, RAd ATSIASH, Gaeld USRI, STYR 2004

e JRU ¥, Y& A vd FaeH, Tere dferer ged, 78 Qe |

e O, Sl A, Uy fAfedl, JfafidT ufeaae 78 fawell, 2006

o Sl Iy AMIRGT YR &7 s FHRI, ey wa ufeererd yvs fSeiieged 2007—08
o Sl 3aid Bl — Sl fder |

o  UHKE WAM — YTIUTgoS BR THT AT B |

o  Sfo fary siga, Sf. farl Hora— Afgar Iffar, ST ufeds—a, faeed |
. AT FHMER I |

o  TRUYIY HAY|

o RTelT ST &= §RT U1 Rare, Jar (7))

o TP WHREIR, QT WIRGPR, 1S TaAUH, Ul |
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1857 &t HIfdr & 1947 d : TTdoIaT TATH
ATOATGT T Grorerer
s géar

IoiRAI—Ie, SicreT™, e a7edr,
SfaEr faWTT, dlo 3MRo Yo fIBR fvafdene™ JoomvyR |

TeT
R TE=dT WITH U ATel I Gy of, [ |1 gdll, Srferai 3R &3l & i o
9T foraT | 1857 & WM WA=l WUM W IR 1947 H AT WG Tb ASHAl o TSI,
A=, JaTRD, FHEITD 3R BifdHRT R IR He@yul IrTar A7 | 98TgR e TR, 979 BolRd
AE, AT TS HATH IATSTE, T 3egel THBR W, B AT W, Sfo &R JEAT AN,
3TRBTh Joell Wi AR e IRAT 7 WIRA Bl TSTal & oY o1 Sirg= F4fdd fbar | aafy g4
HId H FIURIS AT R e o1 e A1 gg, R o a1 §&1 § gReM arsil 3R
AT WA = HYeh WIR 3R LT Tl BT A o | gafely MR wad=ar |3 &1
SITET GHHHl & AT & 947 31eRT & | 2091 2Tared] & URY H Rgelthd ATl 3R JFEANT
3fTQIe = GASHA Bl ST ARIERT Bl g &= <7 | A d8we el Silev AR A
2ilhd 37ell - RIATha afialer &1 wiged [l TAT HSIHT Ml & |l AAdR S e &
f[og MUd 54 Jfard el fhaT | 39 3faIa - fg—qRe™ UHhdl Bl Aolqd fHar iR I
AT DI SRR YaT a1 | IR IIERT BIUE | AT el BeATd 3TTSlla bl ArTard faey
T A SoolgHd B | S8IT TSR Udhdl, YHHRUSTAT 3R Sad=dl & el & awei| fhar| 9
HYH R B YR o AR A9 BT faRler Rl 2 | S99 [GaRl 3R g o w@aadr JAiale
DI IIAIRD AN U™ BT | BITHRI SfaredT § | HSHAl BT ARG Feedyol o7 | ALHTH
Il @i 7 HIHRY TS5 H I ) fSH AT BT FArd &1 | I i+ |refl wifdastRal &
A1 FATHR <9 Bl W=l & fo1g Uron &1 gferard fQar | ST afefar Wk Jarsi & fofg URom
CIRCIGECEIN

AT TE : ARATI AT FUM, I Y, GRAA T, BIbIN) TSAF, IERI U |
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uf¥aaf :

1599 ¥ U IATYAT & HB IY dIG S S1STT BUHT 1608 H WRA 3ATg, STd A1 JIT FHIC
ToE STEifiR (1605—1627) < H ST IR W U | T 39 HU & ol Sced gdi <9 & A1
ARG Y I o7 | fohg STeal 81 IHD U URMS Agdbie] T, jac Fellsd o I8 9
forar {6 R ¥ 9 dad R <R &9 AT ST Gl & dfod g9 I YReF TR AT FHh30r
T HIAT W FHT T | Al BT 8su9 DI I8 sy ("War of acquisition") 1757 H =il &
Ig Thb o Bb DR dcld] el o1 d1g 9T &1 uersT Fourige wu A R gs 7347 | fobg
® JE & 98 A1 7 A 37cle H o3 Md9al o1 3R 7 wRd H I gfa=Edl 7 I8 qu=Ar |
feb SBIH U HET™ A & Hld STefl <1 81 39 g A S5 (A~ YR &I e & wU H 98d
o g3l foreH arg # §uTe, fagR qer SSRA o1 < A e 81 T S fb Ferrgd q e
M | 1765 H LU ol oY | fafeer &1 fu—fy ura W arehl a7 oo S9a 39 de-ifad
DI BT Ueh JHTIT & [T gl TR S8+ U1 ATed Tell | I TSN WY ATAD] & §rel Yol
@ 3G DI |l ST & S IH FHI Uh [aaell FANdT BT A1 B+ & oy 9gd Araeae o |
3 IR & <l AT & AT FAIST 4, 929 U F SABISI & 3fcHid, AR Bl ATHIe
g7 fafesr Sufereer a9 |

1857 &1 fdgie fafew o1 & f9%g WRARN &1 U Udld aT| doll 4 el gy (§few
JUfIeraral Fl WRURNTT el a¥f, faRIyex el & oY g a1 WarT o | girel 2
e U & g8 YRE UG 1A YaT a1 o | 319 g HRel Sirl ¥e! o | 31fefe g rorifae
afcr 9gd U off | fAfeer s 1 GHSHHl Bl il Ul UR T S e YRIAfTD Td
SIS 98 IRV & oy JIRIE o | IS Ud =A1id IR @AY @ SUAIdhY 39
eRAT BI WU fHAT 17 o | &=l &g amaiRAl =7 gher Al | f—|uRl @i o off | e
qef fIeR 9 R SHIGRT &1 |7 SRITold & AR BT H &1 g T3 ofl, 1793 & d18 I
AT AR Tl | had Jae § Bl 21,000 ATIPHIR JUA SHIRT & AT ¥ 12T € d3, I A
31ferareR A B o | fAfcer w5 P a¥f Bl TRIEl U I T Ugel AT | 1857 W USRS,
fafeer o &1 ve AT @ @l H & 9ER, TS qAT ISR H fHAFT Bl 40 I IET g3 |
FAT TSI gl & Je IR RYuIfal &1 qrrad doir el &1 i & dra T dleT awae o |
IAERURIRY, [Soell & THIT Seals H 1848—1856 I AfT ¥ 2,37,388 Toied a¥farariedr off |
aeer ¥ fafeer wiel & 3fex 75,000 RYUTE oF 714 F 14000 Ryori2dl = /@y & AT & a9
RIS Il DI DR Fave] Bl Rprid ol o |

fafcer emas 4 SR Seere qom RN H X8 drel ARSI a7 & oAl g8 R gHIad
B | URUTAR®Y, I8 ReIf SITRI, SRITRT TT SXIRICIAT B 9E8Tell Bl BRT -1 | ST I
PRIAR 30 eIl ¥ dfId 8 Y| STeie & w1 HUST ST 4§ ufcRuet & =] gaHl
HUST I A S PRI H RIGHTRI B T | I8 GIfsd R Afdehear e €1 of | fafesr
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M F AN B &R I DI galansd (har| 1835 H RMel & WRBRI B dact JUS AETH Dl
e & oy €1 Sueter 2| 1837 H BRUAT AT BT ARBGRI WV & ®Y H FAG DR (AT TAT | §HDT
Ao I8 goTl b ug ford &l @l Uah 91 He&T dRISHTR 81 37 | 390 iR 1830 & T9d
e Ar—arrd fafewr FemRar sf¥eRal o Aerar g 9= | agd Afde Alhd T IAhHD
B TS o7 | 3 gD Toid g9 WR WR A AT Bl AT MR 1857 P URH H I8 JAAY Be
ueT | fafeer emas g1 JuArg T8 fadl | I8 fdoha W o fb wIig Sl 9 Gy 9eT
AT 39 ITH ThRIHD g foRequt afcfshar grfl | o1 b Ay 98 M o {35 dem gaed=
fafcer Sufvaerare & dgd 8¢ 0 @ [d%g WS 8 &1 TR a@ ol | faeell & A =1 a1
JBaTE el &l b $R9 | SHT B dTell & | 98 A ¢ Al 1 @Rl & g P dIg T el
@ 3feR X AT e o At &l Jiqsarl & | el 3 U 98d | UReR M Y {5
AT A 37U TIRIT G311 ATHA TAT JITAT BT TRT G UG DR D oY ST AT DI FETIdl
PR DI AR [HAT TAT| I8 99 HB (ST ARHR qAT IHDB! VAT DI AR B b fo1g
IERIRCIREIIT

3MRERBR, 10 H 1857 DI ARG H oS HIaer NoiHe - O aH §el § Al &l T g 23
ST BT avE RuIfedl o 981 S A off, fagig &1 (et a7 fear | Rl 7 sRqd
@ Bad Dl Gg W Wil I HAT BR [SAT S DI BT ®U A T TAT 3R &1 =dl A & gU 2,
ST BRYT GASA T2 3531l BT gf A wU | I BIal AT | 3 Ivi (e & a<1 &
faog g ®HR <V | ITH I 300 FANT FBIGRE $I ST BT 7RI oW gU faeell ol AR g fQy
SN AT H DI WS el H I8 Well DR (7T ST | §A1 & 7ed S99 I8 A1 A1 off o werrdy
B RIS BT F&all o & oy 59 '8 98 9Rd H fAfeer wrda &1 udbe &1 0l §o el B
AT | facell |fedl & 9RA &1 IrStem=l el 311 &1 ol | SHBI Aecd [l A1 TRE HH 78l gal
oT | I8l T el BT UM g (ST fdhetn) B 31U+ 12000 ATl & @rer fieell & 3faR Uh
AMEN U o1 | R g qurmed sieran fagls Hel uR WY 81 SU U dg qofl "q<d e el
HhdT o | fAfes @RBR a1l el B oret fobet Bl SR & g, favel dlel & =R A1 U VA
faemet 3@ & wU H QT oY T8l AT W@H1d Dl TRIG BRI dTell 8% e AT fabRid gs |
qeIT, ST B e BT Hel 2, 3RIAIY 7 8 X Wb DI FSHIAT | VA Frnal ardraxor H ol
@1 1 R | gH1HT BT 81 o7 | |1 8 ARS 9 377 dTel [II8l Iei §RT $9a Hiedhl WR By
ST aTel BIdsd o SIfaR] 3T U&= T |

fagIfedl & e I T4 R A6l & g UR BR Y AT AT fhel H YA HRA B foQ
I SR & i1el STHT 81 Y | SAh! FRY qrd—ATe oATel fbel Bl TR IRORT e Afd—Rarsii
P IR ¥ ofl IR 59 91 DI R ofl {6 S B g8Iel fbar SY | 9 3l o 8 o fb Grand
Chamberlain B9 T R, JISTYATET BT I AT ARGR b AR §RI @7 T BRI, AT 39 52
RTSTT31 H BIF—abId BT Sl fATTHR JiTel HHIE DI RIS W 931U | A8 3 Tad e us dl
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SR faeell # Bl @I 81 ofl, I8 a1 U 3MMTeSid did DI dv8 AHIC FEIGR T8 SThR
oorr fafeer srfereiRal @ ur a1mg | fagTer Ryurfeal @f faeet § gder o1 IR<r SRAFTS H RIorere
R HAT| ISTHEA & GRET TSl o DIy SR IUA T8l (BT, TAT BATR WoR, ARG
BRI Ud FHC & dISRIISH &1 SaT6l STad, Sl fdhel R el AR i 7y | fohg Safse Afge
Aftherd fedih a9 Fdar | Tiorar don It 99 fagifeal 9 wR 1Y | 9 3ifiH el 78RS d8I5%
TME SR & U Sff Ugd Sl SIa-—U—ar | Hioje o | I8 11 Hg 1857, 3fid 16 IHGIH, AHAR
&1 3T a7 | 39 NN 71 I WAl & oIy Y HI SFATS B BT AR 63T | /I a8
A $el P 89 UG B AR B WS I 9N R AV § Hifdh 9 A I HRGAI & Had aidl
H Wi & oy FEd o S g T YR &) 6 F 99 € gU B | 39 Al F g aor &g
T BT g I PR [SAT & a1 | 1998 o A9 A IR W $HB A1 {6 I urd JA1 T80
2, ASIDIY WTell B, 31 S9 RN BT G o= e8] fer |

9 99 7 UH A1 HET {6 T @R < H SUSH WRER & GolH e ol AR U@ RN
H TR Sl <31 | FBTgRYMe fAgIfedl Bl hicagar o Wi A 8 TT TAT D ~Iqfcd DAl
IR DR ordT | AR < Ul 7 J8IGRIATE Pl S AME—U—Tegwi HIfd PR §U U UROM
forg @ ©U # 3@ ST U IR IR oat fhal W o fan| fAgifRal &1 9g@ o & forg
IBIGR M8 & WIHid - fagTs &l g8 gafa &I &1 gacl sia | fafeer Sfear § suv1 usdl #g avmad
B gl off, A AT ACHI ST BT U Iusd 1806 ¥ AR H gamm o, fafeer Amred & faar
TSNS fAfeer AT & 9 dI Al o1 & oY SHY Ugel H¥l A A8 o o7 | fafor™
STARTIA 1T B8 © b 1857 B RAUIRAT &1 qMad fhT 1 R AT | 31T T W)
H HE R W B Tl [IsTe § wa g7 9 fdsis o7 | 39 gftc | 1857 WRd qe fafeer Ay
@ 3B H U agd Bfeyul, Siee dAT Sad &1 o | 9Rd H ¢ SISAT BUAl dI Al 21ith
(RUTEY) <T gao! o, ST 1,67,000 RAuTidl o fagie &R f&ar o der 9 s gai 5 |ffera
B Qo | 59 W HH I A 1,00,000 RAUTE! feell gel MY & Sl f el AT TRIGRIATE TR
® 31 Tl I B LY Y BT AT AT | R I H SART YR oIl AR & foly faeetl
DI AR A I | fAagrE Ryl & iR afora™ @7 |1 9§ 9 WI¥dl AFTRS 41 e,
TR, Tl qAT = TR I faeell & fo vt W 8Y o | 371 WAl &1 g1 AT Havdl
BT, =Te=1 @i § 3% | WAl & oIy IF! A s+ yaa off fb 9 fafeer emas &
I S @I JUET g & HaT H AR S Bl GIR o | 3o & R{uifddl &1 aurad o STeal gl
I UG BT 4 o forT | fidT & R 93 4 W 98 Ruid <1 | =die Set foegd (31
i exies feegd) o YR Rarel § gg Ruic <1 WY & 9Rd #1 fdgig dae Ryurfzar &
fagTe 1 o afcsp s AR FAIST BT U g7 93 MM o | $9 IUsd F ] qA Gy
DI YT YRWRS fAgY Bl BISH 37U b &1 3MBRAT & [9%g Ud gaN ¥ MHAar faam 2|
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faog duy fdbar qom U= arol &1 gfefar AT | §9 ARl & U Hgyul faevar I8 off o
s f8g &R gAeH™ SFl o fAadR el & faog Fay fhar, Rrad g gahar sk |rsh
RTSCATE P TG-T Dl d 7T | J&f 1857 &1 hifd MU dTchlfeld Seed H Ahd dol 8 TP,
R o S WRATT Sar H W1 T AdAT DI SN [HAT 3R 9™ & ISR AR B ia
T |

1905 W 1947 P BTl AR AT AT BT Fuiges aR01 o7 | $9 (@ § AR
I 7 fAf= o ifaes, AmiTe SR wifer srarert § Afha Arfiery fvs | zefy 59
BTl H WIYRTRID ST 3R oI Igars &1 ggirdl {1 999, R A1 91 der § gRerd e,
iGN, HIABIRGT 3R AT FTAAT 4 ARG TSI AT DI FRD I H Aeedqol ARG
& | 1905 H dTeT fAWTST @& faRTer # et W@l STala H 3 Igaral JHHM 1 A1 ford |
S8+ SUS B “He STAl 3R ARIA BRI Al BT ORI 51| 39 IR A I AT BT fAbrd
B3N AR fEg—gRerd FeINT Bl g1 AT | 1919 | 1924 & e RIATHT ATGTST AR TSIl
B HEAYUT ALATY T | HIATT HISHE 3fell Silex a7 AT eidbd el o 3fialeld b1 =g
T | Ferer TR ¥ RaciThd SfieIel &1 JRIZANT 3faTad | STed) IS Gy BT Wy T |
S Al A d8] Ugell IR g UHM R I@aaAdT ffared I s AR [@5—gRed Yahdl &l
3 wIih el | ARAR TSR B | AT gl Belld 3Tola ol YHDT 3dd Heeayol ot | 9
DUF & T Al H o SR el WA, HARUAAT TAT IS UhdT & F9i fdhar
SR IRA & 3T &7 faRie fhar &R Ayeh wRd Iegare &7 uel forar | sifdesr e 3
IRBTHS AT W B ARG IRIY TY ¥ Ieoi@d 8 | HIHRT TSUF (1925) H ITdT T o
AT JfQTed B 8 RO &1 | S_IH Q9 @] W@a=AdT & oy = ol &7 aferer fam &ik
fEq—gReTd Ushdl &l 3asl Ugd (6T | STR—Uf¥eH W41 Uid H W 3fegel THPR W 1 “FaTg
REICHITR” JATRTAT BT I [bar | I ACAT & FHfd o 3R Hgrdr Tl & Fihe AN <3 |
Id Agcd H BRI USTHI + SIS ATAT & [dog gy BT | 1942 & AR BT AT
H Al o Al = 9T forT &R St 1Y & | $9a SR T8 Farel @ Afed 37idh
AR STABTRAT 3R AT 7 A @ 919 B! 3fole g Biol | e BId) Fa=dl & forg
Aoy BT | BTelifh 1940 & 918 GREH <17 3R ABHIE el [T & Fqed 3 b &I Hi
ol g3, iR 1 3aFd AT AR IS S IR Y Igdla & Al 9fe <2 | A
3ITSITE, WM 3fegel THBR Wl AR A IgATa] JRAA 13N 1 RIS WRA DI qebleld D |
foren :

1857 ¥ 1947 qdb & WRANY I JAQIe H JHAA BT NG HEdYYl, AU AR
BIAl 3R A ST 7 Alehd ANIERT 978 | 1857 B Hifcl H TEIGR WAE SHR, I1H BoIRd HE,
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HITdT 3TeHgeaTs 28 AT q@d Wi oid Jd1sl = 3USH I & [d%g Au¥ &1 g (61 | g9
91 RacATha TiaTer, SRIEANT 3faler, AT AT AaIed, WRA BT MaTadT TT HifTdR
wfcrfaferat § ff gaeaTT &1 Seerg=1g ARER] & | AT e Helrd ATSTE o ISEI e,
gH FIRUET 3R WA=dT & ATGL DI Aol [HT, Tdid ARMBIHIeAT Fl F 370 dferar 4
PHIfCTHIRI JAGIST Bl g UM ST | W 3fegel THBR Wi -1 2T AR I Thell & R TR
WA FEY Bl STA—ARIAT DI ®Y [&AT | U YPR 3T AT AT dg 919 DI 37olQ
&g ®Iv # wfie B < @) W@aaar © forg oy far | geft wad=ar siees & $ifad @Ror
H AR ST 3R IS &1 FgRrdl SR, TR AT 91 -1 | Iz ard] Ao - HI<h
R TCaTE 6T G 6T | 3fd: I8 W 2 [ ARA Wd=dl |Um™ dad [HHl T A
& FEy TE o, afedd T IRATAN BT AT TSI AT AT | JHAAM! & AW, e, e
3R HEY o ARA B WA Bl g DI Gge BT | SAMIY AR IS AT & gfagr o
SHBT ANTE Fad AHE 3R 7RG & A1 FROT fHIT SO |

gof oy :

1. WROR, A, T 5 W@ael AR, IRATI Siasr sTgda™ uRkve, Yoy Rredl, 78 faeel,
1997.

2. &, IMRIA, JATY[Th WIRA BT gicrsrd, 24 Ay drie Hesnery, faeel favafderery,

1987.

3ER, VM1, YD IRA BT gfaerd, Wagd gad U1 fer, 78 faeell, 1990.

PR, Sf. fasry, f[der fayfd, [9eR I @R ey, gedr, 2012.

ARV, 91, daiqd, T Hifd, [8R 5T AWAQ@NTR, ST, 2007.

GHAR, AT, FAAAT ala & [d A=, Raid garer, e, 2023.

reR, 41 U, AT 9RA BT i8N, T8 < UUs &l fafics, g faoell, 1982.

ARTEE, YRATY WA=l faleld &I Siaer, ol AR TARY FAed 9Rd WRBR, g

fereetl, 1965.

9. JEHS, SHS], YRd &l Wdadl Gy 3R 48R, T9\d ufetdb |, UeHT, 2023.

© N o o &~ ©

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (122)



Website : ISSN : 2321-8037

ch in

L 5 N, 4
a?“c D"’g y, LTH Impact Factor : 7.834 www.ginajournal.com sA N GAM
(B | F AT ST 2T AR GIRT UHITRIT agHTfieh—agfaudd 2ner or waftd ioristrar w1y
W= 5 ANINTERNATIONALMULTIDISCIPLINARY MONTHLYMULTILANGUAGE Y01 14, Tssue 7-8
PEER REVIEWED REFEREED RESEARCHJOURNAL s : 123-126

TSI : BT UG ATGd YT &I JedThel

AT FATE T
e RRE, fawafdenera swefeme favrT, dio 3Ro Yo fdBR fAwafdened JoiahryR |
g pATE
omeneft, faeafdemer gfoer fam, o 3R To fER fvafdemer™ gormwvyR |

I :
fI8R @7 IS H 1990 BT T AHAISTD 3R TSI IRad &I 3T A ST & |
1990 ¥ ITe] I¥TE ATGd & RIH g b AT AHISTh =1 DI ST Dl g faem el | dea
T H gl g8 | AAle], YATE ATed < ¥ DI dferd @il @l A1arsl & WU § Y fbar iR &=
AT H D! ARNGRT GHRET DR BT 9T 5T | I ged H AMISTD a1, gfaf-iee aiv
RIS T O e f[I8R @1 TSI & da H AT | 8difh, Sd AATDHIA DI HodldhH
fAf3rT <81 € | FHBl & AR lle] ATd - Albad bl AHITd MR I fhar 3R T W)
URURS Iod S TYcd Dl Al af | A AR ATAdD] BT 7 & b [dbrd, yRmdfe gerdn
3R BIF—aT & &7 H T Syferdt ur &l & Fahi | SAfery Arel I &I ARG =ara
3R RIS AR @ g8 @ w9 H <@l ol 7 |

T T : 3 UBST T, AHISTS T, AlhdI b ST, Hea AN, dlef I8 I1ed, f[dgrR
RTSTHIfT |

uf¥aaf :
B8R & TSI &1 X 99 6] TA1G BT STH MUTSISl & HeraiRdr Td H 11 S 1948
DT 3T AT | I AT RET I Teb HeTcll fbdT o SR giebl AT BT A8 HRISAT <4l AT | g
3O HIAT—TUAT B! B3l HAM o | AAT—IUAT 7 39D ATTT—UTeTT BB P el gU dg I8
A BT 2T | T & Thel H U & d1a Ul Refd AWYRT & Whol H I9d (R1er <Nerr gs | a3
GreAT—ug! I fRIeT 6 A dTel le] HATE Ul WeR RId YWY & Thel H dov—aard 9 g
I | ATel U =T 1965 So H HIGH I URIETT U @ | 1969 H UeAT [deafdened # Fad g
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UTH BT | SATe], IATE BT fdd18 1973 So W /GST 7l ¥ a7l AR 1976 $o H Iwai+ U fawafdeery
A fafey =1 o1 [ ol | ATl TTE @ ISl Aishadr W3 & a¥dh H Y 81 gl ol | 98
1967 ¥ 1969 T U favafdencry ©ra e & HerIred I | 1973 go H d Ue favafdency o
HY & AT 9 AR 1974 Fo H STAUBI ARTIT & QTS H B8 TS | 9 419 1970—72 & IR
IBIM el & Uy ferfdber fdeney 4 aere &1 Aldb) W & dfbe 79 81 o 3R IorHIfas
H R Afha gU| 1977 H 9 BURT W lHAAT & olT g T 3R 18 SaT 1989 H HYN STHR
& SIS e & 918 fIgR o= & fader =1am 99| 10 A/ 1990 &I 9 f9ER & qeawai
a1 |

qTe] UTE AT BT Afhed qaU+ I &1 3Tl ORE Pl AT | Ald bl IR Al & ufd
s 9 T BT o1 gAfIY O 98 TEEE el § U SRR Fard 1 3191 AT # drar snfa
ATl BT AR AT (A B A | S AT T9UT H YA MF Bl ST SR & T AN
DT =TT TR | JATe], S¥ITE F 30 3R [N B & Ol Bl SHBR fdiid fhar iR g9
Al ¥ ol Y f[8R <Id1 9 SN Hevel T | SATe] TRATE & FeT~— (R, So-—do I el H Sl
TU & 98 I @ [SERIUA A & Faal 2 | Wae: AHIioid JagR, aiadid @ dgol o 3]
B8R el & AEFIRI H ASTd ISHAT AT I ele] TG - IXI TaiTg | YT HR STl o g
IT DIS IH T8I ASGH B © | Soid iU fl I gl H drell 3R I/ Wyl & W wreal
BT JANT BT | s Sell 7 el 918 &1 [98R a1al |9 Sl | el U491e &I B Sildd H Ugall
Heaqul AT STITBT AR Aiale H Aell | STaydher AR & aref {5 Arerard drii =
SEIT IO YHBT H AT I 4 ofle], 1 Wl AT o |

STIYETEl TRV & Il & U YgE JdT =l AT THIR & Jdlldd [d8R Bl S
RIS H BhRATS—dhds & WHIS! I F9g AT B1dl oY 3R SUl IR SHD! AAdx BicThell Bl
BIRET AT g5 o RoTA®! acis A el o9Te 99 [Ugs @ & Bs gal Fdrsil bl 3 fhar 1
o | BTl I A T lTe] UATG B {B (AR off fH! goT8 | Sfialel bl AIeld HR dlell
Hared AT & I FATSTH 1 g1 S Febh AR I7 A% e g7hx FA BT ISl | 9 FAI
& JgQ AT SRl | el ITE Ared, AN HAR, Rare faan), famd |ar, aftrs R
Rig, g Rig, Murar wRor Rig, IR g49, IWEs 39, s 1 onfe enfie o |

1977 So ¥ T YATE AlHEHT H Ugell dR Ugd | T4 Sd] S WR WR PIg ygard e
ofl | BTl oty AR o1 B8R & AT |idal R [l S@elr § Bl o, "Il JIed & I&
A yrEfedl 3R |rdl @1 gaferdl H R A ol 8 | SFHwpld &I Alg §s <l 9199 8 I8!
2" | olfh oITe] AT DI TSI STHIA HRa! 1988 & d1G HUNI SIHR & Mg & a1 el o9 fdgr
H FHEISTATAT ST 39 Bl T AEGH DR T | A3 & GADG & 9% [G8R H gferd, Ul
SR 3R A BT ATYH VR W Tho[c HR UHGH H e BT 21— HUL STHR DI Sl & |
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q1d I3T | IGTF AT & JdTldd, “HUN Sl B AfH PR B 918 SHIaME (g & B8R SIS,
AIirer |AR, IMEs A AR AIET gbrer et | A b1 #RIfGRT o {6 9 afalad &l U @+
& Ty S8R didad &7 oiiex (T Ired &1 =141 A12Y” | $9I & 918 o] 918 & 9/ R [aR
831 3R d S8R fqum=ar # fquer & <1 9+ | %R A1 1990 H ST €A 991 BT Hlpl e |

HEHA 9 & 18 olle] o Yeb I faTol H 71 RIS St g T | offe] Jred &
O A T 3R TR o Wit BT ARl aTell | Y& olle], JATe & el ¥, "Gl VAT & R8T J741
G W H TH BF A B ACRE U< IR & RIA® s 8T &' | AR o<l 41| el u9ars o
YBIMT SR H AR HAl J8aR &1 4 M fbar AR faggerer yarg g 7 dsel T @l
RABTREI S R fTe] TS T STHTER G 6T GART AT (AT | AT ATed & RIS Siid-
H I8 U Foias dre o e ST WYX BIIGET SO | JFTST SIfadl & #ed & Ufd dgd
fRr @1 =M BT Sfiat o1 vege &) MH™e da) A o ax fQar | gad Afear o #Ef
SgTe] AEdyul YA V&l fT Hsel faRe @l el & 3R die fam oiiR offel 9418 < 39 9
R &1 AT 3R el Sl &1 |IfoTeT 9dd g Ta—Tid T 3701 {1y 2rell § Ydhale 81
& dow f3ar| f9gR # 99 W) IoTgd, MAER, FRRYT 3R F18I0 Ueh dR% I8 2 iR a1l fUwsh
Sl Ueh TRW | I8 T dS1 STl B 3iR 9IST &l dR% elda gy AR Afdfhar § dre]
TS & UeT ¥ fUBS! STl T SIRGR £vdlhRol gl | U] SIfadl H el &1 SR S8l #ed
A 91, g8l AYRIRbar drebdi 9 Fue &1 e 91E D1 §¢ $901 A 3R IAEhHES dav =
JEAHT! DI SlTe] IS & UeT § ST B [T | FARIYR H redrofl o1 AT Dl Abehr AR Io
ARTIR B e I91E o1 37U FRUET B BT AT {hAT | I A A AT TG Bl
STeRex AT HelT | 91 QM1 el | el AIE ®I Udh 3T Afthed 941 57 I8i+ U+
gETel g HETANGR 9197 3R ATl | 3R SHRT | A1STUT & YR (ST AR DI I8 U JaTav
“Hg H M, el H G HEPR URHINT a1 | 39 IR SR ¥ SATe] T_T& - 919 & HHel H ANl
DI & IR R ST AT 8T &1 gxawrel 31uil ey Srefl # fbar | S9a! AT Well W)

9 TRE BRI AIHAAT A HEGl 29 AT Bl 3 H 1977 So H Ugell IR HAS UG olle] I1ed
9 BT UTe SR Tl <@T| 1980 W 89, 95 W 98 TAT 90 ¥ 95 T HA: ¥R fAuT=aHr 3R
fIeR faum uRye & WS 2| 981 1990 | 1997 TH AR f98R & ARIT g+l 35 | 1996
3R 1998 # A 3R AN IR T 2004 H @l IR AAYRT 3R BURT AT &3 H HAS Ugd |
2009 So H U YH: B, AT &5 H AGAIT UZD | T SR 2004 H AT DI YeId HA
99 & 918 Neld Bl RbIS FATHT 70 TR BRIg A & d1 HASHe T & 791 14 He |
NeTd § TRIG X2T TTS] BT golla DR AR Neld & Sfcsrd d TR Bl X3 a7 93 | (U Hrihret
H I R H 15 TG Y B YRATAT HRART © | 39 )8 olle], I RIART 3T A1 goig 2|
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e, Tferdl 3R U] & G a1 oflel TN ofal I Rt f9gR &1 T8l [ I el
& g 99 93 B |

afar fUssT aFf (EBC) @ Ha¥ H dle] I &1 98 39 a1d # (fkd 2 f& 39 SR A
AHINTG < @ 989 Bl SH-IISHITd BT Hard [J8g 917 | ETelifdh fTaradh] &l Ad 8 {6
ATAIST FRIRHDHROT & ATI—HTS FRIRATdh GErdl, 3N AT, MR AR qoiT BT A—adeell

& &TF H STUfErT WATIT 81 BT el | ST ofle] I DI Hedldh1 ARISIdh URacd 3R fdmrdreta
ARl — qF1 gitedl 9 fhar S 2 |
forspef :

dTe] TG I1ed 61 AR f98R H AMISTS =1 B ST BT Mg FRoT /741 ST 2 |
9 g 7 AT Uws avl &l roriifae ggard, uiifHiecd sk TH = Ja fbar, e drba s
3ffdres FEHT a1 | 81 [ &R IR UeRie @I oid] ATy |l =1 8T | sHfey
SIABNGR AR IISTIfddh f[Aeeiyd g8 qrHIsTd Hifd dor faerae gafadl & M3h sR” &
wY H @ B |
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S1. 3TEU FATE
IR T MR RIS fasm)

ITHIT Afge qerfdererd, i |

2TE T :-

U Y UF ARIETe] aeRN 6 URYeET H dRMETg e & RISiHidd [GaRi &l fageyor
PRAT & | YR ARARI TR § A U dRIaTg R 77 1941 9al & AR FH1eT § T84 5T
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Abstract :

The history of India’s freedom struggle would be incomplete without highlighting the role
of women, whose bravery and sacrifices challenged societal norms that confined them to domestic
life. Despite existing in a predominantly patriarchal society, many women demonstrated
remarkable courage and leadership in the struggle for independence. The early 20th century,
marked by social reforms and education, saw women emerging as powerful political and national
figures. Leaders like Madam Bhikaji Cama, Annie Besant, Kasturba Gandhi, Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha
Mehta, and Sarojini Naidu became symbols of resilience, combining armed resistance, intellectual
activism, and Gandhian non-violence. Women were not only warriors in the independence struggle
but also visionaries for India’s political future. By organizing protests, mobilizing people, and
forming associations like the All India Women's Conference (AIWC), they linked the nationalist
cause with the demand for women s rights and social reforms. Their activism laid the foundation
for women's lasting role in Indian politics after 1947. Post-independence, they transitioned from
freedom fighters to legislators, policymakers, and constitutional framers, shaping crucial laws
that advanced social justice and gender equality. From just 5% representation in the first Lok
Sabha (1951-52) to nearly 15% in the 2024-25 session, women's participation in politics has
steadily grown. The Women's Reservation Act of 2023, mandating one-third reservation of seats
in Parliament and state assemblies, marked a historic milestone. Today, women leaders contribute
significantly to governance by prioritizing welfare, inclusion, and participatory democracy. Their
struggle, sacrifice, and enduring leadership remain central to both India’s freedom movement

and its democratic evolution.
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Introduction :

The history of the Indian freedom struggle would be lacking if the involvement of women
were not highlighted. Indian women'’s sacrifices will be prioritized over all others. There are many
tales of women'’s sacrifice, bravery, and devotion in the fight for independence. Many of us don’t
realize that hundreds of women served in combat alongside their male counterparts. They fought with
genuine passion and unshakable courage. The Indian women liberated themselves from various
constraints and their traditional domestic responsibilities. Therefore, women’s contributions to the
National Awakening and the fight for freedom are simply incredible and worthy of recognition.
However, it is challenging for women to fight as warriors in a culture where men are the majority.
Even though women tried to change the perception of such conventional people who thought women
should only take care of the home.

The main cause of this was the predominance of male authority. The women were expected to
perform their household responsibilities; they were not allowed to engage in any other employment
or activity, nor were they given any platform to voice their opinions. A variety of systems that had
negative impacts on women were implemented during this time. Child marriages, restrictions on
widows getting married again, female infanticide and feticide, the purdah system, sati, and polygamy
are a few examples. Many social reformers, like Raja Ram Mohan Rai, Ishwar Chander VidyaSagar,
and Jyotiba Phule, faced many obstacles in their efforts to improve the status of women in Indian
society during the period of East India Company.

Women'’s active participation in political and national battles during the early 20th century
was a clear indication of the effects of reform and education. Some of the most inspirational figures
in India’s freedom movement were visionaries like Madam Bhikaji Cama, Annie Besant, Kasturba
Gandhi, Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha Mehta, and Sarojini Naidu. Their involvement was not limited to the
background; they spearheaded groups, led movements, raised resistance flags, and faced violent
persecution from colonial rulers. Numerous common women also took part in large-scale satyagrahas,
non-cooperation, and civil disobedience campaigns, demonstrating that both men and women worked
together to achieve freedom.

Beyond the struggle for independence, women played a significant part in India’s political
evolution. They contested centuries of patriarchal domination by going into politics. Their participation
changed India’s democratic and social values while also bolstering the independence struggle. The
involvement of women showed how crucial equality, representation, and inclusivity are to creating a

free country. Their legacy cleared the path for women’s rights to be more widely acknowledged in
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independent India, which resulted in constitutional guarantees of equality and opportunities in a variety
of fields.

Therefore, Women have made a remarkable and inspirational contribution to India’s national
awakening. Their bravery in the face of harsh limitations is indicative of a broader fight in India to
redefine gender, which is not only confined to the home but is intricately linked to the country’s
future. Therefore, the history of India’s freedom is not only a tale of political change but also of
social awakening, with women emerging as visionaries, leaders, and fighters who helped shape
contemporary India.

Objectives of the study :

o To study the Indian freedom struggle of Women in general.

. To explore the role that women freedom fighter played in the Indian freedom movement.
. To draw attention to the sacrifices and sufferings of Indian women.

. To raise awareness about Contributions of Women in Political Development.

. To present Political Development of Women after Independence.

. To draw conclusion on role of women in India’s freedom struggle.

Revolutionary Fighters and early Women Warriors :

In India’s fight for independence and subsequent political growth, women have played a crucial
and frequently overlooked role. Their engagement shaped the path of freedom and the basis of
contemporary Indian democracy, ranging from early armed resistance to ongoing participation in
Gandhian non-violent activities. The tale of the bravery, selflessness, and political acumen of hundreds
of thousands of women in our nation fills the whole history of the independence movement. Beginning
in the early 1800s, women actively participated in the fight for freedom. Women figures like Rani
Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi and Bhima Bai Holkar represented bravery and defiance against British colonial
encroachment. During the 1857 Revolt, notable female leaders such as Begum Hazrat Mahal
spearheaded armed resistance and sparked a general uprising.

Their involvement in the conflict dates back to 1817, when Bhima Bai Holkar engaged in
guerilla warfare against and defeated British Colonel Malcolm. The widowed queen of Raja Malla
Sarja, Chennamma, thwarted British attempts to annex her kingdom Kittore, a small principality in
the present-day Belgaum District of Karnataka, during a crucial period for our motherland when the
British East India Company was rapidly growing its empire in India, Tipu Sultan had been overthrown
(1799), and the proud Marathas had been subdued (1815). She fought and initially prevailed against
the powerful British troops.

Siddhartha Dash’s portrayal of Lakshmi Bai, the Rani of Jhansi, had an influence on Indian
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culture. She was the second wife of Raja Gangadhar Rao, the monarch of Jhansi, who opposed the
“Doctrine of Lapse.” She resisted giving up Jhansi, fought valiantly during the Revolt of 1857 while
dressed as a man, and lost her life while battling the British army. Many Indians were motivated to
rebel against the foreign tyranny by her bravery.

Hazrat Mahal Begum is another woman that comes to mind in this situation. She was married
to the overthrown ruler of Lucknow, who actively participated in the 1857 uprising against the Doctrine
of Lapse, which called on her to cede Lucknow to Dalhousie. She put up a fierce fight. However, she
fled to Kathmandu after Lucknow fell.

One of the most vocal supporters of Mahatma Gandhi’s policies was his wife, Kasturba. She
participated in the Quit India Movement (1942) and was arrested, making her one of the first women
to be imprisoned in the Transvaal. She passed away in Poona while incarcerated.

Numerous Nehru family women joined the fight for freedom. Swarup Rani Nehru, Jawaharlal
Nehru’s mother, gladly donated her husband and kids to the nation’s cause, and she herself, weakened
and elderly, jumped into the thick of things. After marrying Jawaharlal Nehru in 1916, Kamala Nehru
spearheaded the Civil Disobedience Movement and took part in other movements. She was instrumental
in setting up the United Provinces’ (now Utt ar Pradesh) No Tax Campaign. Vijay Laxmi Pandit, the
sister of Jawaharlal Nehru, joined the Non-Cooperation Movement. In 1932, 1941, and 1942, she
was imprisoned three times in relation to the Civil Disobedience Movement. She was elected to the
United Provinces’ provincial legislature in 1937 and appointed minister of public health and local
self-government.

As India’s delegate in San Francisco at the UN’s inaugural session, she played a significant
role by opposing the British power. She was the first female president of the General Assembly of the
United Nations. At the age of 13, Indira Gandhi demonstrated her resolve to fight for her nation’s
freedom by organizing a group of young teens known as the “Monkey Army”’ (Vanar Sena). She joined
Congress in 1938, and the British put her in a 13-month jail sentence in 1942. She served as the first
and only female prime minister of India. The Nehru family’s four generations of commitment to
public issues is exceptional in the history books.

Among India’s female liberation fighters, Sarojini Naidu is a proud figure. She was in charge
of reawakening Indian ladies. At the Kanpur Session of the Indian National Congress in 1925, she
served as the party’s first female president. She brought Gandhiji’s nonviolence movement message
to the United States in 1928. Sarojini led Gandhi’s movement after he was detained for protesting in
1930. She attended the Round Table Summit in 1931 together with Pundit Malavyaji and Gandhiji. In

1932, she again served as the Congress’s acting president. She spent 21 months in jail after being
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detained during the “Quit India” demonstration in 1942. She was referred to as the Nightingale of
India and was a talented English-language poet. She became the first female governor of an Indian
state (Uttar Pradesh) following independence.

One of the key figures in the Quit Indian Movement was Aruna Asaf Ali. She arose to the
occasion when her time of reckoning occurred in 1942 during the Quit India Movement. Thousands
of young people rose to follow in her footsteps as she raised the national flag at Bombay’s Gowalia
Tank Maidan to mark the start of the Quit India Movement. She joined the Quit India Movement as a
full-time activist and went undercover to avoid being arrested. She served as editor of the Indian
National Congress’s monthly publication, “Inquilab.”

Significance of Women in the Indian Freedom Struggle :

Women'’s contributions to the Indian freedom movement are extremely important because
they not only bolstered the nationalist movement but also changed social mores. Their proactive
involvement helped to connect disparate communities, break down barriers, and advance the larger
struggle for empowerment and equality. Promoting Unity Through “Bharat Mata”. The participation
of women, represented by the idea of “Bharat Mata,” promoted unity and fortified anti-colonial feelings
among nationalists.

In Fueling Resistance Movements, Women played a key role in resistance actions including
picketing and boycotting clothing made abroad, which increased the movement’s efficacy. Educated
women assumed leadership positions, opening doors for others to enter the public sphere and make
meaningful contributions. By defying conventional standards, women’s involvement enabled them to
move from household responsibilities to positions of authority and employment. They advanced the
cause of gender equality in independent India with their contributions to the independence movement,
which left a lasting legacy.

Contributions of Women in Political Development :

Women made contributions as political organizers, intellectuals, and activists. In order to
promote women’s rights and social reforms, women’s groups like the All India Women’s Conference
(AIWC) were established. Following independence, female leaders rose to governmental positions,
influencing legislation and promoting gender equality.

Since the first general election in 1951-1952, women have been able to vote and run for
office thanks to the Indian Constitution’s guarantee of universal suffrage. The percentage of women
voting increased significantly, from 46.6% in 1962 to 65.8% in 2024. In the 2024 elections, there
were 797 women running for Lok Sabha seats, up from 45 in 1957. With the passage of the 2023

Women’s Reservation Bill, which requires 33% of parliamentary and state assembly seats to be
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reserved for women, women’s participation in the Lok Sabha increased from 5% in the first Parliament
to 13.6% in 2024.

An important factor in expanding the agenda for women’s advancement was the All India
Women’s Conference (AIWC), which was established in 1927 and officially registered in 1930. The
AIWC’s initial goal was to support women’s education, but it soon broadened its scope to include
social and legal reform. For example, it pushed for the Child Marriage Restriction Act (Sarda Act),
mandatory primary education for girls, the elimination of child marriage, a minimum legal marriage
age, and a Uniform Civil Code. By securing property and inheritance rights, advancing women’s voting
rights, and enhancing working conditions for women, AIWC actively engaged in legislative lobbying.
Prominent AIWC leaders and other trailblazers for women’s rights entered politics after independence,
influencing constitutional clauses and promoting gender equality.

Due in large part to reservation regulations in Panchayati Raj institutions, women occupied
important leadership positions at the state and local levels in addition to entering Parliament. By
2022, they made up 44% of legislators in local government bodies. Model gram panchayat projects
and more recent capacity-building programs have further empowered women at the local level. India’s
democracy, the continuous growth of women’s rights, and the promotion of inclusive social changes
are all greatly influenced by the efforts of women.

Political Development of Women after Independence :

The basis for women’s participation in India’s political system following independence was
established by their activism during the freedom movement. Legislation pertaining to social justice
and gender equality was significantly shaped by the entry of female leaders into parliament and policy-
making bodies. Since gaining independence, Indian women have evolved from freedom movement
activists to powerful legislators, constitutional drafters, and policymakers who have shaped important
laws for social justice and gender equality.

Change makers like Sarojini Naidu, Durgabai Deshmukh, Hansa Mehta, and Vijaya Lakshmi
Pandit, who shaped fundamental rights for women and promoted anti-discrimination principles in the
Constitution, were among the 15 out 0of 299 members of the Constituent Assembly from the beginning.
Through their lobbying, equal rights—such as the right to vote for all adults, non-discrimination,
affirmative action, and equal compensation for equal labor—were guaranteed by the 1950 Constitution
(Articles 14, 15, 16, and 39).

The percentage of female MPs in the current Lok Sabha (2024-25) is approximately 15%, up
from 5% in the first Lok Sabha (1951-52). A third of seats in the Lok Sabha and state assemblies

must be set aside for women, according to the historic Women’s Reservation Act of 2023, which
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significantly increases the opportunities for female legislators to participate and have an impact.
Women have brought about new methods of government that prioritize welfare, social inclusion, and
participatory democracy. Essential services (such as water, health, and education) have been given
priority by female MPs and local leaders because, according to studies, women leaders frequently
make larger investments in public goods that directly benefit their communities.

In general, progressive social change, legal empowerment, and inclusive development in post-
independence India have been sparked by women’s activism and representation in parliament,
policymaking, and public administration.

Conclusion :

Women'’s contributions to India’s political growth and freedom struggle are evidence of their
tenacity, bravery, and ambition for a decent society. Acknowledging and researching their achievements
helps us better comprehend India’s history and directs our continuous pursuit of inclusive democracy.
Acknowledging their work demonstrates how gender and national emancipation are interwoven,
encouraging further attempts at equality and political engagement. Women'’s significant participation
in the Indian liberation movement changed their social positions and opened the door for long-lasting
leadership in the political growth of the nation. Both independence and later advancements in gender
equality, legal reform, and inclusive governance were fuelled by their tenacity and activity.

In addition to taking part in the nonviolent struggle that resulted in India’s independence, women
played an important part in its accomplishment. The power of a strong worldwide empire that the sun
never set was challenged and vanquished by the moral strength of a people equipped only with ideas,
courage, and peace—possibly for the first and only time in world history. The historical background
would be incomplete if the contribution of women to the Indian freedom movement were not
mentioned. To secure our independence, they faced numerous hardships, exploitations, and sufferings
while fighting with unwavering bravery and genuine spirit. Many strong-willed women spoke out
against the cruelty of British rule. Numerous women staged lectures, protests, processions, and
marches in the streets. These women were fiercely patriotic and courageous. We can draw the
conclusion that the women’s movement has grown and progressively expanded its ties to other
movements over the past 50 years, including labor unions, environmental organizations, and other

progressive movements that oppose all forms of injustice, oppression, and degradation.
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ABSTRACT :

The economic development of any nation is considered meaningful only when every
citizen has equal opportunities and equitable access to financial resources. The objective of
economic progress is not merely to increase income but also to economically empower the
most vulnerable sections of society and promote self-reliance. India is a vast rural and
developing economy, where Ilimited access to formal financial services among rural
communities, low-income groups, small farmers, women, and micro-entrepreneurs has
remained a major challenge to inclusive development. In this context, microfinance has
emerged as an effective instrument of financial inclusion by providing financial services such
as microcredit, savings, insurance, money transfers, and financial counselling, thereby
integrating economically weaker sections into the formal financial system. The present study
aims to analyse the role of microfinance in India’s economic development and financial
inclusion. The study is based on secondary data collected from various government and
institutional reports as well as published research papers. The findings reveal that
microfinance has significantly promoted self-employment, entrepreneurship development,
agricultural and rural development, women's empowerment, poverty alleviation, and
financial inclusion. However, over-indebtedness, high interest rates, lack of financial
literacy, rising Non-Performing Assets (NPAs), and regulatory challenges continue to affect

its effectiveness. The study concludes that microfinance can be made more effective through
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responsible lending practices, a robust regulatory framework, digital innovation, the
expansion of financial literacy, and institutional coordination, thereby accelerating financial
inclusion and making a significant contribution to achieving the goals of inclusive, balanced,

and sustainable economic development in India.

Keywords : Microfinance, Financial Inclusion, Economic Development, Financial Literacy,
Entrepreneurship Development;
1. INTRODUCTION :

A robust and inclusive financial system is considered the foundation of a nation's
economic development, as it ensures the efficient allocation of financial resources, promotes
investment, encourages entrepreneurship development, and facilitates the participation of all
sections of society in economic activities (Levine, 2005). In the contemporary global
economic scenario, the concept of economic development is no longer limited to growth in
production, income, or GDP; rather, inclusive and sustainable development, social equity,
and financial inclusion have become important dimensions of long-term economic progress.
Equitable and widespread access to formal financial services plays a significant role in
expanding economic opportunities, reducing poverty, decreasing socio-economic inequalities,
and promoting inclusive growth (United Nations, 2015; World Bank, 2022). Despite
significant economic progress, achieving comprehensive financial inclusion in India
continues to remain a challenge. Issues related to the accessibility, affordability, quality, and
effective utilization of financial services, along with inadequate financial literacy among rural
communities, low-income groups, small farmers, women, and micro-entrepreneurs, continue
to affect their integration into the formal financial system. To address these challenges, the
Government of India, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development (NABARD), and other financial institutions have introduced various
policy reforms and institutional initiatives to expand financial access and promote inclusive
finance (RBI, 2024; NABARD, 2024; Ministry of Finance, 2024). Although these iitiatives
have significantly improved financial inclusion, challenges related to responsible lending,
digital inclusion, quality of financial services, and long-term sustainability continue to persist.
In this context, microfinance has emerged as an effective instrument for expanding financial
access and promoting socio-economic empowerment. Therefore, the present study analyses
the role of microfinance in India's economic development and financial inclusion by

examining its contribution, effectiveness, major challenges, and future prospects.
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2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE :

Basu and Srivastava (2005) examined the outreach of microfinance to the rural poor
in India, with particular emphasis on the Self-Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-
BLP). The study found that the programme significantly improved access to formal financial
services and credit for women and low-income rural households. However, its outreach
remained uneven across regions due to institutional constraints, limited banking
infrastructure, and the inadequate availability of quality Self-Help Groups. The study
emphasized the need for effective institutional coordination, a supportive policy framework,
and expansion of financial services to enhance the effectiveness of microfinance. Pitt et al.
(2006) studied the impact of microfinance on women's empowerment in rural Bangladesh.
The study found that participation in microfinance programmes improved women's decision-
making capacity, mobility, and control over household resources. It concluded that
microfinance promotes not only financial inclusion but also broader socio-economic
empowerment. However, the study was limited to Bangladesh and did not evaluate the
institutional and regulatory aspects of microfinance in countries like India. Taylor (2012)
examined the relationship between financial inclusion and commercial microfinance in India,
particularly in the context of the 2010 Andhra Pradesh microfinance crisis. The study
identified excessive commercialization, aggressive lending practices, and inadequate
regulation as major causes of borrower over-indebtedness and financial distress. It
emphasized the importance of responsible lending, effective regulation, and consumer
protection. Diamond (2012) reviewed the literature on microfinance and poverty alleviation.

The study found that microfinance contributes to poverty reduction by expanding
financial access, encouraging productive investment, generating employment opportunities,
and strengthening household economic stability. It also highlighted the importance of
complementary measures such as financial literacy, skill development, and institutional
quality. Chakravarty and Pal (2013) developed an approach to measure financial inclusion
across Indian states and analysed major banking policies during the period 1972-2009. The
study found that social banking policies implemented during 1977-1990 played an important
role in improving financial inclusion and reducing regional disparities, whereas the pace of
inclusion slowed in several regions after economic liberalization. However, the study did not
examine the contribution of microfinance institutions to economic development. Ghosh
(2013) critically examined the role of microfinance in financial inclusion and economic
development in India. The study concluded that although microfinance improves access to

financial services, it cannot alone provide a complete solution for poverty alleviation and
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inclusive development. It emphasized the need for effective regulation and institutional
strengthening. Hermes and Hudon (2018) conducted a systematic review of around 170
studies to identify the factors influencing the performance of microfinance institutions. The
study highlighted institutional characteristics, governance, financial resources, and the
macroeconomic environment as key determinants. It emphasized maintaining a balance
between financial sustainability and social objectives. Kavita and Suman (2019) reviewed
the determinants of financial inclusion in India. The study identified financial literacy,
technological advancement, government initiatives, Self-Help Groups, and microfinance as
major factors influencing financial inclusion. It concluded that microfinance institutions play
an 1mportant role m expanding financial access for economically weaker sections.

However, the study was limited to a review of existing literature. Venumuddala
(2020) analysed demand-side financial inclusion in India using IHDS panel data and RBI
statistics. The study found significant improvement in access to formal financial services
during 2004-05 to 2011-12, although regional and rural-urban disparities continued to exist.
It highlighted the importance of financial literacy, accessible credit, and microfinance but did
not examine the broader impact of microfinance on economic development. Ahamed and
Gutiérrez-Romero (2021) examined the relationship between financial inclusion and
poverty across 79 developing countries. The study found that financial inclusion helps reduce
poverty, mitigate the negative effects of income inequality, and enhance economic resilience
during crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic. However, it did not specifically analyse the
role of microfinance in India. NABARD (2022-23) in its Status of Microfinance in India
report highlighted continuous growth in savings, bank credit, and women's participation
under the SHG-Bank Linkage Programme. The report recognized microfinance as an
effective instrument for financial inclusion, rural development, and livelihood enhancement
while also identifying challenges such as regional disparities, loan quality, financial literacy,
and digital adoption. MFIN (2023-24) report highlighted the expansion of India's
microfinance sector and its increasing outreach among women and low-income households as
a significant achievement in financial inclusion. The report emphasized responsible lending
practices, portfolio quality management, prevention of over-indebtedness, digital
transformation, and an effective regulatory framework. Meki and Quinn (2024) reviewed
the evolving nature of microfinance and observed that it has expanded beyond microcredit to
include savings, insurance, digital financial services, and flexible repayment mechanisms.
The study identified customer-centric services, digital innovation, financial sustainability, and

consumer protection as key pillars for the future development of microfinance. Overall, the

ABTH Galls - 3BIRT 2026, FET- 1 (148)



existing literature indicates that microfinance plays a significant role in promoting financial
inclusion, poverty alleviation, women's empowerment, entrepreneurship development, and
rural development. However, most studies have focused on a specific dimension of
microfinance, a particular programme, or a limited geographical area. In the Indian context,
comprehensive studies based on recent secondary data examining the overall role of
microfinance in economic development and financial inclusion remain limited. This research
gap establishes the need and relevance of the present study.

3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY :

e To study the concept and evolution of microfinance in India.

e To analyse the role of microfinance in promoting economic development and
financial inclusion in India.

e To assess the major challenges affecting microfinance in achieving financial inclusion
and sustainable economic development and to provide suggestions for strengthening
its contribution.

4. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY :

The present study is descriptive and analytical in nature and is based on secondary
data. The required data have been collected from authentic sources, including the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD),
the Ministry of Finance, the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), annual
reports of leading Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) and the Microfinance Institutions
Network (MFIN), the World Bank, government publications, and published research articles.
The study utilizes the most recent secondary data available to analyse the role of
microfinance in India's economic development and financial inclusion.

5. RESULTSAND DISCUSSION :
5.1 Economic Development and Financial Inclusion: A Theoretical Perspective :

Economic development is a broad, continuous, and multidimensional process that
aims not only at increasmg Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or national income but also at
mmproving living standards, education, healthcare, employment, productivity, and social
welfare. It includes important dimensions such as capital formation, technological
advancement, infrastructure development, good governance, efficient utilization of resources,
and social equity. According to Myint and Krueger (2016), economic development is a
process of structural transformation of an economy through advanced technologies, resulting

in improvements in labour productivity, employment, income, and living standards.
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Therefore, true economic development is considered meaningful only when its benefits reach
all sections of society, particularly vulnerable groups. To achieve this objective, the concept
of inclusive development has evolved, in which financial inclusion is considered an important
means of expanding economic opportunities. According to Amartya Sen’s Capability
Approach, development becomes effective only when every individual has equal access to
opportunities for enhancing their capabilities and economic well-being. Similarly,
Muhammad Yunus highlighted the importance of access to credit for economic and social
empowerment by stating that “Credit is a fundamental human right.”’

Financial inclusion aims to provide all sections of society, particularly the poor, rural
communities, women, and other disadvantaged groups, with simple, secure, and affordable
access to formal financial services such as savings, credit, msurance, payments, remittances,
pensions, and digital financial services. The concept emerged as a response to the problem of
financial exclusion. According to Sinclair (2001), financial exclusion refers to a situation
where individuals are deprived of essential financial services due to barriers related to
accessibility, cost, eligibility conditions, marketing practices, or other constraints. The World
Bank (2008) defines “‘financial inclusion as the process of ensuring responsible and
sustainable access to useful and affordable financial products and services that meet the
needs of individuals and businesses.” Similarly, the Rangarajan Committee (2008) and the
Reserve Bank of India (2024) have defined ‘‘financial inclusion as the process of ensuring
timely access ro adequate and affordable financial services for vulnerable and low-income
groups.”

In India, the formal journey of financial inclusion began with the Co-operative
Societies Act, 1904. Subsequently, initiatives such as bank nationalization (1969), Regional
Rural Banks (1975), NABARD (1982), the Self-Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme
(SHG-BLP), Pradhan Mantr Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), Aadhaar-enabled banking, digital
payment systems, and FinTech have played a significant role in expanding financial access.

As a result, financial inclusion is no longer limited to ensuring access to banking services;

Relationship between Financial Iinclusion and Economic Development
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Growth
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Financial Security

Financial Literacy
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- Access to Financial Services - Savings Mobilization = Higher Income
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- Affordability - Investment = Productivity Improvemeant
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Purpose: To show that Financial inclusion acts as a catalyst for Economic Development,
and both reinforce each other for inclusive and sustainable growth.
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rather, it has become an effective mmstrument for promoting savings, investment,
entrepreneurship, employment, and income generation.

Thus, economic development and financial inclusion are complementary concepts, as
wider and affordable access to financial services expands economic opportunities, reduces
poverty and inequality, promotes women's empowerment, and strengthens rural and inclusive
development. In the Indian context, microfinance and Self-Help Groups (SHGs) serve as
important instruments for connecting financially excluded populations with the formal
financial system and promoting economic empowerment and sustainable development.

5.2 Microfinance: Concept and Evolution :

The concept of Microfinance has been defined by various national and international
institutions in different ways. According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), microfinance
refers to the provision of small amounts of savings, credit, and other financial services to
poor and low-income people in rural, semi-urban, and urban areas, enabling them to
increase their income and improve their living standards. The Consultative Group to Assist
the Poor (CGAP) defines “microfinance as the provision of loans, savings, and other basic
financial services to poor people.” Similarly, the International Labour Organization (ILO)
defines “microfinance as an economic development approach that provides financial services
to low-income people through institutional mechanisms. Based on these definitions,
microfinance can be understood as a system of providing microcredit, savings, Insurance,
money transfer, and other financial services to poor individuals, low-income households,
women, rural communities, and small entrepreneurs. Its primary objective is to integrate
financially excluded groups into the formal financial system and promote self-employment,
income generation, women’s empowerment, poverty alleviation, and financial inclusion.

The historical roots of microfinance can be traced back to the Pawn Shops of 16th-
century Europe, the Irish Loan Fund System of the 18th century, and the Financial
Cooperatives established in 19th-century Germany. However, during the 1950s-1970s, state-
supported agricultural credit programmes failed to achieve the desired outcomes due to
problems such as high loan defaults, political interference, and institutional weaknesses. The
modermn microfinance movement is generally considered to have started in the 1970s.
ACCION International launched its first microcredit programme in Brazil m 1973.
Subsequently, in 1974, Professor Muhammad Yunus provided an unsecured loan of US$27 to
42 poor villagers in Bangladesh, which led to the establishment of the Grameen Bank in
1976. This model demonstrated the potential of small loans in promoting self-employment,

women’s empowerment, and poverty alleviation. Later, FINCA and Bank Rakyat Indonesia
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made significant contributions to the global expansion of microfinance. In 2005, the United
Nations declared the International Year of Microcredit, and in 2006, Professor Muhammad
Yunus and the Grameen Bank were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, providing global
recognition to the microfinance movement. Over time, the scope of microfinance expanded
beyond credit delivery and included savings, insurance, money transfer, and digital financial
services. Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) further strengthened financial inclusion and
institutional sustainability.

In India, the tradition of microfinance evolved from community savings groups, the
cooperative movement, and informal credit systems. After Independence, bank
nationalization in 1969, the establishment of Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) in 1975, and the
creation of NABARD in 1982 provided a strong foundation for expanding rural financial
services. The establishment of SEWA Bank in 1974 played an important role in providing
financial services to women and disadvantaged sections of society. The most significant
mitiative in the development of modern microfinance in India was the launch of the Self-Help
Group—Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLP) by NABARD in 1992, which played a crucial
role in connecting rural poor, particularly women, with the formal financial system.
Subsequently, the active participation of Microfinance Institutions (MFIs), Self-Help Groups
(SHGs), NGOs, and Small Finance Banks accelerated the expansion of the sector. In recent
years, the Microfinance Regulatory Framework, 2022 introduced by RBI has played an
mmportant role in strengthening transparency, responsible lending practices, and consumer
protection. Today, microfinance has become an important pillar of India’s financial inclusion
strategy, promoting rural development, women’s empowerment, self-employment, poverty
alleviation, and inclusive economic development. Its key components- microcredit,
microsavings, microinsurance, and money transfer- provide essential financial services to
low-income groups, integrate them into the formal financial system, and contribute
significantly to strengthening financial inclusion.

5.3 Current Status of Microfinance in India :

At present, the microfinance sector has emerged as one of the most important pillars
of financial inclusion in India. Institutions such as NBFC-MFTIs, Banks, Small Finance Banks
(SFBs), NBFCs, and the Self-Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLP) continue to
expand access to formal financial services among low-income households, women, rural
communities, and micro-entrepreneurs. The sector has played a significant role in promoting
credit access, livelihood generation, entrepreneurship development, poverty reduction, and

inclusive economic growth.
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CRIF - Overall status of portfolio, unique borrowers and loan accounts

31-Mar-25 31-Mar-26
Type of s | LSRR | s | s | Mme | ST | s |
entity Entities ©n (cr) (Rs Cr) Entitias cn (cr) (Rs Cr)
NBFC-MFIs o3 a7z 5.3 1,47,566 86 3.2 4.3 1,43,586
Banks 17 3.2 4.5 1,22,826 17 2.3 3.1 86,033
5FB 10 1.9 2.1 59,252 10 1.4 1.6 51,238
NBFC 92 1.2 1.2 42,129 26 0.9 1.0 40,013
Others 0.1 0.1 3,256 0.2 0.2 4,304
Total 212 7.8 13.3 3,75,030 209 6.4 10.1 3,25,174
DPD O - 179 212 11.1 3,32,636 209 7.5 2,71,267

Equifax - Overall status of portfolio, unique borrowers and loan accounts

Total 176 7.5 13.0 3,73,422 188 6.5 10.2 3,332,415
DPD O - 179 176 11.1 3,334,746 188 7.6 2,776,742

Source: Microfinance Industry Network (MFIN). Micrometer Q4 FY2025-26 (57th Edition).

Figure 1 presents the overall status of the Indian microfinance industry based on
Equifax High Mark data as on 31 March 2026, published in the MFIN Micrometer Q4
FY2025-26 (57th Edition), the Indian microfinance industry recorded a total Gross Loan
Portfolio (GLP) of Rs.3,25,174 crore, covering 6.4 crore unique borrowers, 10.1 crore active
loan accounts, and 209 lending institutions. Between 31 March 2025 and 31 March 2026, the
industry's GLP declined by 13.3% year-on-year, while the number of borrowers and active
loan accounts also decreased. This decline was mainly driven by banks' portfolio
realignment, tighter underwriting standards, regulatory measures, and the migration of some
borrowers from microfinance to retail lending portfolios. Institution-wise, NBFC-MFIs
remained the largest providers of micro-credit with an outstanding portfolio of Rs.1,43.586
crore (44.2%), followed by Banks with Rs.86,033 crore (26.5%), Small Finance Banks with
Rs. 51,238 crore (15.8%), NBFCs with Rs.40,013 crore (12.3%), and Other MFIs with
Rs.4,304 crore (1.3%). These figures indicate that despite the recent moderation in portfolio
growth, NBFC-MFIs continued to maintain their leading position in the microfinance sector.
Furthermore, as on 31 March 2026, the aggregate Assets Under Management (AUM) of
NBFC-MFIs increased to Rs.1,47,331 crore, representing a 4.7% annual growth over March
2025 and a 10.2% increase compared with December 2025 (MFIN Micrometer Q4 FY2025-
26, 57th Edition). The growth in AUM indicates that, despite the moderation in overall
industry growth, the microfinance sector continued to receive sustained institutional financial
support.
5.4 Growth and Performance of the Indian Microfinance Industry :

The Indian microfinance industry has witnessed remarkable growth and institutional
expansion over the past two decades. Despite facing wvarious economic, financial, and

regulatory challenges, the sector has continuously strengthened financial inclusion through
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the expansion of its outreach, loan portfolio, and financial services. An analysis of the
industry's growth trajectory and recent performance clearly demonstrates its long-term

expansion, resilience, and ability to adapt to evolving market and regulatory conditions.

MFI industry has shown resilience over past 2 decades
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Source: MFIN, CareEdge Research

Mote: Data includes data for Banks lending through joint liability group (JLG), SFBs, NBFC- MFIs, other MBFCs and non-profit MFIs. It
excludes data for Banks lending through SHG; The amounts are as at the end of Fiscal year.

Source: CareEdge, Research Report on Micro Finance Industry 2026

Figure 2 illustrates the long-term growth trajectory of the Indian microfinance
industry. Despite experiencing several external shocks including the farm loan waivers,
demonetisation, the COVID-19 pandemic, RBI's revised regulatory framework, and the
Emergency Guardrails introduced in 2024 the sector has demonstrated remarkable resilience
over the past two decades. The Gross Loan Portfolio expanded consistently from Rs.60
billion in FY2008 to Rs.4,336.97 billion in FY2024, before moderating to Rs.3,750.30 billion
in FY2025 and Rs.3,147.28 billion by the first nine months of FY2026 (9MFY26). This trend

reflects both the sector's long-term expansion and its ability to recover from economic and
regulatory disruptions.

Industry Trends
(GLP, Unique Borrowers & Loan Accounts: Jun 2023—Mar 2026)
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Source: Microfinance Industry Metwork (MFIM). Micrometer Q4 FY2025-26 (57" Edition).

Source : MFIN, Micrometer Q4 FY2025-26 (57th Edition).
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Figure 3 illustrates the recent industry trends, indicating that the microfinance sector
has entered a phase of consolidation. Between June 2023 and March 2026, the industry's
Gross Loan Portfolio (GLP) increased steadily until March 2024, after which it recorded a
gradual decline. During the same period, the number of unique borrowers increased from 7.1
crore to a peak of 8.1 crore, before declining to 6.4 crore, while loan accounts decreased from
their peak of 14.9 crore to 10.1 crore by March 2026. These trends indicate that lenders have
shifted their focus from aggressive expansion to portfolio quality, prudent credit assessment,
and responsible lending. Overall, although the Indian microfinance sector is experiencing
short-term moderation m portfolio growth and borrower outreach, its institutional framework
remains strong. NBFC-MFIs continue to play a leading role in financial inclusion, while
improvements in portfolio quality, operational efficiency, and regulatory oversight are
expected to further strengthen its long-term sustamnability. Consequently, microfinance
continues to serve as a vital imstrument for promoting financial inclusion, women's
empowerment, rural development, entrepreneurship, and inclusive economic growth in India.
5.5 Role of Microfinance in Economic Development and Financial Inclusion :

Microfinance is not merely a mechanism for providing credit; rather, it is an effective
mstrument for promoting financial inclusion and inclusive economic development. In India, it
has connected underserved and low-income populations with formal financial services,
thereby contributing significantly to poverty alleviation, women's empowerment, agricultural
and rural development, entrepreneurship, employment generation, and digital financial
inclusion, while supporting the achievement of inclusive and sustainable development goals.
(D) Microfinance as a Catalyst for Financial Inclusion : Microfinance has emerged as
an effective mstrument of financial inclusion in India by integrating low-income households,
women, rural families, and micro-entrepreneurs into the formal financial system. Through
Microfinance Institutions (MFIs), banks, Small Finance Banks (SFBs), NBFCs, and the Self-
Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLP), access to credit, savings, msurance, and
other financial services has expanded. According to the MFIN Micrometer Q4 FY2025-26
(57th Edition), as of 31 March 2026, the Indian microfinance industry served 6.4 crore
unique borrowers through 10.1 crore active loan accounts, operated by 209 lending
mstitutions, with a Gross Loan Portfolio (GLP) of Rs. 3,25,174 crore, making it a strong

pillar of the country's financial inclusion ecosystem. This demonstrates the significant role of
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microfinance in expanding access to formal financial services and promoting inclusive
economic development.

(2) Microfinance for Poverty Alleviation and Economic Empowerment
Microfinance i1s an effective instrument for poverty alleviation and economic empowerment,
as it provides timely and affordable credit to low-income households, thereby promoting
income-generating activities, agricultural investment, and micro-enterprises. According to
Muhammad Yunus (2007). access to credit is an important means of enabling the poor to
pursue entrepreneurship and move towards self-reliance. Khandker (2005) also found that
microfinance programmes significantly improve the income, consumption expenditure, and
asset creation of rural households. UNDP (2023) recognized microfinance as an important
instrument for achieving SDG-1 (No Poverty) and SDG-8 (Decent Work and Economic
Growth). Thus, microfinance plays a significant role in expanding economic opportunities,
reducing poverty, strengthening livelihoods, and promoting inclusive economic development.
3) Microfinance for Women's Empowerment and Social Development : One of the
most significant contributions of microfinance in India has been the promotion of women's
economic and social empowerment. Through the Self-Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme
(SHG-BLP) and Joint Liability Groups (JLGs), women have gained access to formal
financial services, regular savings, and institutional credit, enhancing their economic self-
reliance, decision-making capacity, financial literacy, and entrepreneurial capabilities.
According to NABARD, Status of Microfinance in India 2023-24, as of 31 March 2024, 12.3
million SHGs were linked with banks, representing 177 million families and maintaining an
outstanding loan portfolio of Rs.2.59 lakh crore. Pitt et al. (2006) found that participation in
microfinance programmes significantly improved women's decision-making power and
control over household resources. Similarly, Sharma and Bansal (2017) concluded that
microfinance strengthens women's self-confidence, economic decision-making capacity, and
social participation. Thus, microfinance promotes women's empowerment, gender equality,
and social inclusion, thereby contributing significantly to inclusive and sustainable
development.

(€)) Microfinance for Agricultural and Rural Development : Agriculture and rural
development are the foundations of India's economy and livelithoods. Microfinance plays a
significant role in strengthening agricultural productivity, rural income, and livelihoods by
providing small and marginal farmers and rural households with access to formal financial
services. Through Microfinance Institutions (MFIs), the Self-Help Group-Bank Linkage
Programme (SHG-BLP), and other financial institutions, affordable finance is provided for
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seeds, fertilizers, farm equipment, wrrigation, dairy, animal husbandry, and other agriculture-
related activities. According to NABARD (2024), the SHG-BLP has made a significant
contribution to extending mstitutional finance to rural households with limited access to
banking services. In addition, NABARD's (2023) Livelihood and Enterprise Development
Programme (LEDP) promotes skill development and capacity building, along with financial
support for agriculture and rural livelihood activities. Thus, microfinance strengthens
agricultural investment, productivity, rural income, and livelihoods, thereby making a
significant contribution to inclusive and sustainable economic development through
agricultural and rural development.

S Microfinance for Entrepreneurship and Employment Generation : Microfinance
1s an important instrument for promoting entrepreneurship, self-employment, and
employment generation, particularly in rural areas. It provides affordable finance for micro
and small enterprises, cottage industries, dairy farming, animal husbandry, fisheries,
handicrafts, and other agriculture-based activities, thereby expanding productive investment
and income opportunities. According to NABARD (2024), microfinance and the Self-Help
Group—Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLP) have significantly supported rural livelihoods
and agriculture-related activities. SIDBI (2024) and MFIN (2026) reported that microfinance
plays a vital role in expanding micro-enterprises and generating local employment, especially
in rural and semi-urban areas. Karmakar (2008) and Das and Sahu (2012) also found that
microcredit enables beneficiaries to transition from subsistence-based activities to profitable
enterprises. Thus, microfinance promotes entrepreneurship and employment generation,
contributing significantly to inclusive economic development.

(6) Microfinance for Digital Financial Inclusion : Digital technology has significantly
strengthened the outreach, efficiency, and transparency of microfinance in India. The Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), Aadhaar, UPIL, Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), mobile
banking, and digital payment systems have made loan disbursement and repayment faster,
safer, more transparent, and cost-effective. According to the Ministry of Finance (2025),
more than 55 crore bank accounts have been opened under PMJIDY. NPCI (2025-26) reported
that UPI processes over 18 billion digital transactions per month. RBI (2024) also noted that
digital financial inclusion has expanded access to formal financial services while significantly
improving the operational efficiency of microfinance institutions. Thus, the integration of
microfinance with digital infrastructure is strengthening financial inclusion and accelerating

inclusive economic development.
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(7) Microfinance for Sustainable and Inclusive Economic Development
Microfinance 1s an 1mportant foundation for sustainable and inclusive economic
development, as it promotes savings, productive investment, entrepreneurship, employment
generation, and income growth. Improved access to financial services strengthens
households' financial resilience, asset creation, and financial security. According to the
United Nations (UN, 2015), financial inclusion 1s a key instrument for achieving SDG-1 (No
Poverty), SDG-5 (Gender Equality), SDG-8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), and
SDG-10 (Reduced Inequalities). The World Bank (2022), UNDP (2023), RBI (2024), and
NABARD (2024) have also highlighted that microfinance contributes significantly to long-
term inclusive economic development by strengthening productive investment, women's
empowerment, rural development, and financial inclusion. Thus, microfinance is not merely a
mechanism for providing credit, but an effective instrument for promoting sustainable,
inclusive, and equitable economic development.

S.6 Key Challenges Faced by the Microfinance Sector :

Microfinance has made a significant contribution to financial inclusion, rural
development, women's empowerment, and livelihood promotion in India. However, despite
its progress, the sector continues to face several structural and operational challenges that
affect its outreach, effectiveness, and long-term sustainability.

1) Regional Disparities and Outreach Challenges : One of the major challenges faced
by the microfinance sector is its uneven geographical distribution. Microfinance activities are
largely concentrated in southern states such as Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, and Andhra
Pradesh, whereas states like Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, and several north-
eastern states have comparatively limited access. This regional imbalance restricts the
equitable distribution of financial services and highlights the need for expanding
microfinance outreach, strengthening institutional capacity, and improving financial access in
underserved regions.

2) Credit Risks and Financial Sustainability Challenges : The relatively high
operational costs involved in providing small loans may lead to higher interest rates, creating
financial pressure on low-income borrowers. The practice of borrowing from multiple
mstitutions can result in over-indebtedness. The Andhra Pradesh Microfinance Crisis of 2010
highlighted the importance of responsible lending, borrower protection, and credit discipline.
Furthermore, agricultural risks, income instability, and economic uncertainties affect loan

repayment capacity and asset quality. Therefore, effective risk management, proper credit
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assessment, and responsible lending practices are essential for ensuring sectoral
sustainability.

3) Financial Literacy and Digital Inclusion Challenges : Financial inclusion is not
limited to access to financial services but also depends on their effective utilization. Many
rural and low-income borrowers lack adequate knowledge regarding credit management,
savings, insurance, and digital financial services. Although digital payments, UPI, Aadhaar-
based services, and FinTech solutions are expanding financial access, limited internet
connectivity, availability of digital devices, and inadequate technological knowledge continue
to remain challenges. Therefore, strengthening financial and digital literacy is essential for
improving the effectiveness of microfinance services.

“4) Regulatory and Institutional Challenges : An effective and transparent regulatory
framework is essential for the stability of the microfinance sector. The Microfinance
Regulatory Framework, 2022 introduced by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has promoted
responsible lending, consumer protection, and transparency in the sector. However, small
microfinance institutions continue to face challenges related to capital adequacy, compliance
costs, technological investiment, and institutional capacity building, which may affect their
expansion and long-term sustainability.

5) Economic Shocks and Long-term Sustainability : External economic shocks, such
as the COVID-19 pandemic, exposed the wvulnerabilities of the microfinance sector.
Lockdowns affected the income and livelihoods of low-income households, leading to
reduced loan repayments and liquidity challenges for microfinance institutions. Although
recovery has been supported through loan restructuring, repayment assistance, and expansion
of digital services, microfinance institutions need to strengthen crisis management, portfolio
diversification, digital innovation, and sustainable operational strategies to ensure long-term
resilience.

6. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS :

Conclusion : Microfinance has emerged as an important instrument for promoting
financial inclusion and inclusive economic development in India. The study reveals that
MFIs, SHG-BLP, Small Finance Banks, and digital financial services have played a
significant role in integrating low-income groups, rural households, women, and micro-
entrepreneurs into the formal financial system. Microfinance has made a positive contribution
to poverty alleviation, women’s empowerment, rural development, agriculture and allhied
activities, entrepreneurship development, and employment generation. SHG-BLP and digital

financial innovations have further strengthened financial participation, self-reliance, and
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access to financial services among underserved sections. However, challenges such as
regional disparities, over-indebtedness, limited financial and digital literacy, and regulatory
1ssues continue to affect its effectiveness. Therefore, strengthening responsible lending
practices, institutional frameworks, technological innovation, and a customer-centric
approach 1s essential for ensuring the long-term sustainability and effectiveness of
microfinance in India.

Recommendations : To make microfinance more effective, inclusive, and sustainable
in India, it i1s essential to promote digital transformation, FinTech integration, financial
literacy, and capacity building. The adoption of mobile banking, UPI, digital payments,
biometric 1identification, and digital credit assessment can improve accessibility,
transparency, and efficiency in loan delivery and repayment processes. A strong regulatory
framework by RBI, responsible lending practices, and customer protection measures are
necessary to ensure financial discipline and long-term stability of the sector. Targeted
financial products for women, small farmers, rural entrepreneurs, and marginalized groups,
along with better coordination among MFIs, NABARD, banks, SHGs, and government
institutions, can expand financial services in underserved regions. Government initiatives
such as PMJDY, MUDRA, and SHG-BLP should be effectively integrated with microfinance
programmes to strengthen financial inclusion. Furthermore, promoting green microfinance
for activities such as renewable energy, organic farming, and sustainable enterprises can
support environmentally sustainable development. Through technological innovation,
institutional collaboration, and inclusive financial strategies, microfinance can play a more

significant role in achieving sustainable and inclusive economic development in India.
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Abstract :

Corporate Governance (CG) and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) have
emerged as complementary pillars of responsible business conduct in the modern global
economy. While corporate governance focuses on transparency, accountability, fairness,
and stakeholder protection, CSR extends corporate obligations beyond shareholders to
society and the environment. In India, the legal framework governing CG and CSR has
undergone significant transformation through the Companies Act, 2013, SEBI (LODR)
Regulations, and judicial interpretations. This study examines the legal relationship
between corporate governance and CSR, evaluates the effectiveness of existing
regulatory mechanisms, and identifies challenges in implementing CSR obligations. The
research adopts a doctrinal methodology by analyzing statutes, judicial decisions, policy
reports, and scholarly literature. It further explores comparative legal approaches and
international standards, mcluding the OECD Principles of Corporate Governance and
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The study argues that integrating
governance principles with CSR obligations enhances corporate accountability,
sustainable development, and stakeholder confidence. It concludes by recommending
legal reforms to strengthen compliance, transparency, ESG reporting, and corporate
ethical responsibility. An abstract 1s typically a concise summary of the study.

Introduction :

Corporate governance has evolved from a mechanism of internal corporate control
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into a comprehensive framework ensuring accountability, transparency, ethical
management, and stakeholder protection. Simultaneously, Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) has transitioned from a voluntary philanthropic activity to a
statutory obligation in several jurisdictions, particularly India. The enactment of Section
135 of the Companies Act, 2013, marked a paradigm shift by mandating qualifying
companies to spend a prescribed percentage of their profits on CSR activities.

The mcreasing demand for sustainable business practices has highlighted the
mterconnectedness of governance and social responsibility. Effective corporate
governance promotes responsible decision-making, minimizes corporate misconduct,
enhances investor confidence, and ensures compliance with legal obligations. CSR
complements governance by encouraging corporations to contribute to environmental
sustainability, social justice, community development, and ethical business conduct.

Despite comprehensive legal provisions, challenges remain in achieving
meaningful CSR 1mplementation due to inconsistent disclosures, inadequate monitoring
mechanisms, greenwashing, and weak enforcement. Furthermore, globalization,
technological advancements, and ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance)
expectations require corporations to adopt governance models that integrate legal
compliance with sustainable development objectives.

This research examines the legal framework governing Corporate Governance and
CSR m India and comparatively evaluates international standards. It analyzes statutory
provisions, judicial precedents, regulatory policies, and governance principles to
determine whether existing legal mechanisms effectively promote responsible corporate
behavior and sustainable economic development.

Novelty of the Study :
1. Examines Corporate Governance and CSR through an integrated legal perspective

rather than treating them as separate concepts.

2. Evaluates the effectiveness of mandatory CSR provisions under the Companies
Act, 2013.

3. Incorporates ESG govemance and sustainability reporting into corporate legal
analysis.

4. Provides comparative analysis with international governance standards.

5. Suggests legal reforms for improving transparency, accountability, and CSR
compliance.
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6. Bridges the gap between corporate law, governance ethics, and sustainable
development.

Research Objectives :

a. To examine and cnitically analyze the legal framework governing Corporate
Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) m India, with
particular reference to the Companies Act, 2013, SEBI Regulations, and
other applicable regulatory provisions.

b. To evaluate the relationship between corporate governance principles and
CSR obligations by assessing the effectiveness of the existing legal
framework in promoting corporate accountability, responsible business
conduct, and sustainable governance, while identifying the legal and
practical challenges in its implementation.

c. To compare India's corporate governance and CSR framework with
selected international jurisdictions and propose legal and policy reforms for
strengthening corporate accountability, ftransparency, and sustainable
corporate governance.

Research Questions :

1. What 1s the legal relationship between Corporate Governance and Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR), and how do corporate governance principles
influence CSR performance and corporate accountability in India?

2. How effective 1s the existing legal framework governing Corporate Governance
and CSR 1in India, particularly under the Companies Act, 2013, SEBI Regulations,
and other applicable regulatory provisions, in ensuring responsible corporate
conduct and sustainable governance?

3. What are the major legal and practical challenges affecting the implementation
and enforcement of Corporate Governance and CSR obligations in India, and how
do international corporate governance standards influence the Indian legal
framework?

4. What legal and policy reforms are necessary to strengthen Corporate Governance
and CSR compliance in India while promoting greater corporate transparency,
accountability, and sustainable business practices?
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Research Hypotheses :
Primary Hypothesis (H1) :

There 1s a significant positive relationship between effective corporate governance
and the successful implementation of Corporate Social Responsibility.

Null Hypothesis (HO) :

There 1s no significant relationship between corporate governance practices and
CSR implementation.

Secondary Hypotheses :
H2 : Strong board independence significantly improves CSR compliance.
H3 : Enhanced corporate transparency positively imfluences CSR performance.
H4 : Robust legal enforcement significantly increases CSR effectiveness.

HS : ESG reporting positively mediates the relationship between corporate
governance and CSR outcomes.

Expected Contribution :

¢ Provides a comprehensive legal analysis of governance and CSR.

Supports policymakers in improving corporate governance laws.

Assists regulators in strengthening CSR compliance mechanisms.

Contributes to academic literature on corporate law and sustainability.

Offers practical recommendations for corporate boards, regulators, and legal
practitioners.

Research Gap : Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility : A
Legal Perspective :

1. Most studies examine Corporate Governance (CG) and Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) separately, with limited focus on their integrated legal
relationship.

2. Existing literature primarily emphasizes voluntary CSR practices and corporate
performance rather than mandatory CSR compliance under legal frameworks such
as the Companies Act, 2013, and SEBI (LODR) Regulations.
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3. There i1s isufficient doctrinal research evaluating the effectiveness of legal
enforcement, penalties, and judicial interpretation of CSR obligations in India.

4. Recent studies increasingly focus on ESG reporting and sustainability but provide
limited analysis of how ESG integrates with corporate governance and statutory
CSR obligations from a legal perspective.

5. Comparative legal analyses between Indian corporate law and international
governance standards (OECD, UN Guiding Principles, SDGs) remain limited.

6. Few studies propose comprehensive legal reforms to improve -corporate
accountability, transparency, governance, and CSR compliance in the evolving

ESG landscape.
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oversight, and
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the Dodd-Frank
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regulation
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market changes.

Comparative analysis between India, Asian, and European countries with respect to

legal aspects

Parameters India United United Germany /Japan Singapore
Kingdom  States European
(UK) (USA) Union (EU)
1. Legal Companies Companies Sarbanes- CSRD, Companies Companies
Framewor Act, 2013;Act 2006;Oxley ActCSDDD, Act; Act;
k SEBI UK (SOX), German Corporate  Singapore
(LODR)  Corporate  Dodd- Corporate  Governance Code of
Regulations Governance Frank Act, Governance Code; Corporate
; BRSR Code SEC Code Stewardshi Governance
Guidelines Regulation p Code : SGX
S Listing
Rules
2. CSR Mandatory CSR 1s Voluntary CSR Voluntary Voluntary
Legal CSR under voluntary ~ CSR; ESGintegrated CSR CSR  with
Status Section 135 but disclosures with mmtegrated mandatory
(2% supported  increasing mandatory into sustainabilit
average netthrough through sustainabilit corporate y reporting
profits) governance SEC y reporting governance for  listed
and regulations and due and companies
reporting diligence sustainabilit [1]
requirements rather thany
mandatory
spending
3. Independen Independent Strong Stakeholder- Board Board
Corporate t Directors, Board, Audit shareholder oriented independen independen
Governanc Audit Comumittee, rights, governance, ce, ce, risk
e Committee, Remuneratio independen supervisory institutional managemen
Mechanism CSR n t directors, boards, mvestor t, corporate
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Committee, Committee, audit employee  stewardship accountabili

Board "Comply orcommittees participation , ty,
Evaluation Explain" , executive, ESG governance governance
accountabil oversight reforms code [2]
ity
4. ESG & Mandatory Mandatory SEC Comprehens TCFD- Mandatory
Sustainabil Business  climate andclimate-  1ive aligned sustainabilit
ity Responsibil sustainabilit related mandatory  sustainability reporting
Reporting ity and y disclosures disclosure ESG y by  SGX-
Sustainabili for large framework; reporting disclosures listed
ty companies ESG under CSRD encouraged companies
Reporting reporting and ; ESGwith phased
(BRSR) for icreasingl sustainabilit integrated climate
top listed y regulated y due into disclosures
companies diligence governance [5]
legislation
5. Social Accountabili Shareholde Sustainable Long-term Corporate
Regulatory welfare, ty, r finance, corporate  transparenc
Objective stakeholder transparency protection, environment value y, 1nvestor
protection, |, mvestor market al protection, creation, confidence,
sustainable protection, integrity, human responsible sustainable
developme responsible corporate rights, investment, economic
nt, statutory governance accountabil stakeholder sustainable growth [3]
CSR ity govermnance governance
compliance

Financial Year-wise Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Expenditure by
Eligible Companies in India (2014—-15 to 2023—-24) (Amount in T Crore)

Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013: Legal Framework for Corporate Social
Responsibility in India :

The enactment of the Companies Act, 2013 marked a significant milestone in
India's corporate regulatory framework by introducing statutory Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) obligations through Section 135. India became the first major
economy to mandate CSR expenditure through legislation, thereby transforming CSR
from a voluntary philanthropic initiative into a legally enforceable corporate
responsibility. The objective of this provision is to ensure that profitable companies
contribute towards inclusive economic growth, environmental sustainability, and social
welfare while promoting ethical corporate governance.

Applicability of Section 135 :
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Section 135 applies to every company, including its holding or subsidiary company
and a foreign company having a branch or project office in India, if during the
immediately preceding financial year it satisfies any one of the following thresholds :

e Net worth of 500 crore or more;

e Turnover of 21,000 crore or more; or

e Net profit of 5 crore or more.

Companies meeting any of these criteria are required to comply with the CSR

provisions prescribed under the Companies Act, 2013, and the Companies (Corporate
Social Responsibility Policy) Rules, 2014.

Constitution of the CSR Committee :

Eligible companies are required to constitute a Corporate Social Responsibility
Committee of the Board. Generally, the Committee consists of three or more directors,
including at least one independent director, wherever applicable. The Committee
performs the following functions:

e Formulates and recommends the CSR Policy to the Board;

e Recommends the annual CSR budget and expenditure;

e Identifies CSR projects and programmes;

¢ Monitors implementation of CSR activities; and

e Ensures compliance with statutory reporting requirements.

The Board of Directors retains the ultimate responsibility for approving,
implementing, monitoring, and disclosing CSR activities in the Board's Report.

Mandatory CSR Expenditure :

Section 135(5) mandates that every eligible company shall spend at least 2% of
the average net profits eammed during the three immediately preceding financial years on
CSR activities. The expenditure must be directed towards activities specified in Schedule
VII of the Companies Act, 2013.

[Mustrative CSR activities include :

e Promotion of education and vocational skills;
e Eradication of hunger, poverty, and malnutrition;

e Healthcare and sanitation;
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Gender equality and women's empowerment;

Environmental sustainability and biodiversity conservation;

Protection of national heritage and culture;

Rural development projects;

Disaster management and relief measures;

Promotion of sports;

Contributions to specified government relief funds.

These activities demonstrate that CSR 1s intended to generate measurable social and
environmental benefits rather than merely enhance corporate image.

CSR Policy and Disclosure Requirements :

The Board is required to approve a CSR Policy that specifies the company's CSR
objectives, implementation strategy, monitoring mechanism, and proposed expenditure.
The CSR Policy must be displayed on the company's website, where applicable, and
details of CSR initiatives must be disclosed in the Board's Report.

Following recent amendments, companies are also required to provide greater
transparency regarding:

Amount prescribed for CSR expenditure;

Amount actually spent;

Ongoing CSR projects;

Administrative overheads;

Impact assessment, wherever applicable; and

Reasons for any unspent CSR amount.
These disclosure requirements strengthen corporate transparency and accountability.
Treatment of Unspent CSR Amount :

The Companies (Amendment) Act, 2019, significantly strengthened enforcement by
prescribing a statutory mechanism for unspent CSR funds.

e For ongoing projects, the unspent amount must be transferred to a designated
Unspent CSR Account within thirty days from the end of the financial year and
utilised within three financial years.
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e If the amount remains unutilized after this period, it must be transferred to a fund
specified m Schedule VII.

e Where the unspent amount does not relate to an ongoing project, it must be
transferred directly to a Schedule VII Fund within six months from the end of the
financial year.

This mechanism ensures that CSR funds are actually deployed for public welfare and
are not retained indefinitely by companies.

Penal Consequences for Non-Compliance :

The Companies (Amendment) Act, 2020 shifted the CSR enforcement framework
from criminal liability towards civil penalties. Companies failing to comply with the
statutory provisions relating to the ftransfer of unspent CSR amounts are liable to
monetary penalties under Section 135. Responsible officers of the company may also be
subjected to penalties for default. This approach seeks to improve compliance while
avoiding unnecessary criminalization of corporate management.

Judicial and Regulatory Developments :

Although Indian courts have not extensively interpreted Section 135, regulatory
authonties, particularly the Mmistry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), have issued several
General Circulars and clarifications regarding eligible CSR activities, impact assessment,
implementation agencies, surplus arising from CSR projects, and administrative
expenditure. These guidelines have substantially confributed to the practical
implementation of the CSR framework and have reduced ambiguities in compliance.

Critical Analysis :

The statutory CSR regime introduced under Section 135 represents a distinctive
model of corporate regulation that integrates business profitability with social
responsibility. Unlike many jurisdictions where CSR remains voluntary, India has
adopted a mandatory expenditure-based approach. This framework has substantially
increased corporate investment in education, healthcare, environmental conservation,
rural development, and community welfare. Nevertheless, several implementation
challenges remain, including inconsistent project evaluation, inadequate impact
assessment, excessive compliance-driven reporting, regional concentration of CSR
expenditure, and limited stakeholder participation. Addressing these challenges requires
stronger monitoring mechanisms, enhanced transparency through ESG reporting, digital
disclosure systems, and greater coordination between corporations, regulatory authorities,
and civil society organisations.
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Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013, has fundamentally transformed the
landscape of corporate responsibility in India by embedding CSR within the corporate
governance framework. The provision reflects a progressive legislative approach that
balances shareholder interests with broader stakeholder welfare. By mandating CSR
expenditure, strengthening disclosure obligations, and introducing accountability
mechanisms, the law contributes significantly to sustainable development and responsible
corporate governance. Continued legal reforms, effective enforcement, and greater
emphasis on impact-based CSR will further strengthen India's position as a global leader
1n statutory corporate social responsibility.

Case laws and judicial interpretations :

Although Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013 1s largely compliance-driven and
has generated relatively limited Supreme Court jurisprudence, several decisions by the
NCLAT, High Courts, and tax tribunals have clarified its interpretation.

1. Shri Santosh Meenakshi Textiles Pvt. Ltd. v. Registrar of Companies
(NCLAT, 2019)

2. The NCLAT held that CSR applicability must be determined strictly in accordance
with Section 135 and clarified the obligation to constitute a CSR Committee and
make appropriate disclosures in the Board's Report.

3. IBC Knowledge Park Pvt. Ltd. v. Union of India (Karnataka High Court,
2020)

4. The Court examined the constitutional validity and operation of Section 135,
recognizing CSR as a statutory obligation imposed on companies meeting the
prescribed financial thresholds.

5. Coastal Gujarat Power Ltd. v. Central Electricity Regulatory Commission
(APTEL, 2021)

6. The Appellate Tribunal held that CSR expenditure under Section 135 1s a
statutory obligation and cannot ordinarily be treated as a recoverable business or
tariff cost, distinguishing CSR from operational expenditure.

7. Brabourne Commerce Pvt. Ltd. v. State of West Bengal (Calcutta High
Court, 2024)

8. The Court considered proceedings relating to inspection and CSR compliance
under the Companies Act, emphasizing that companies are subject to regulatory
scrutiny regarding CSR obligations and disclosures.

9. Sequel Logistics Pvt. Ltd. v. Principal CIT (2024)

10. The dispute concerned the tax treatment of CSR expenditure. The Tribunal
considered whether CSR contributions qualifying under Section 80G of the
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Income-tax Act could still be eligible for deduction, notwithstanding the
restrictions under Section 37.

Judicial Interpretation key takeaways -

e Courts consistently interpret CSR as a statutory obligation rather than voluntary
corporate philanthropy once Section 135 becomes applicable.

e Compliance extends beyond spending and includes the constitution of the CSR
Committee, formulation of a CSR Policy, Board oversight, and statutory
disclosures.

e Following the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2020, CSR defaults have largely
shifted from criminal prosecution to monetary penalties, reflecting a move
towards civil regulatory enforcement.

e Tax authorities have clarified that while CSR expenditure is generally not
deductible as a business expense under Section 37 of the Income-tax Act, eligible
contributions may still qualify for deductions under specific provisions such as
Section 80G, subject to statutory conditions.

The first objective of this study is to critically examine the legal framework
governing Corporate Governance (CG) and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
in India. The research seeks to analyze the statutory, regulatory, and institutional
mechanisms that regulate corporate governance and CSR obligations under Indian law.
Particular emphasis is placed on the Companies Act, 2013, especially Sections 134, 135,
166,177, and 178, which prescribe directors' duties, CSR obligations, board governance,
audit mechanisms, and stakeholder protection. The study also evaluates the role of the
SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the
Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR) Framework, the
Companies (CSR Policy) Rules, 2014, and relevant notifications issued by the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs (MCA) m promoting transparency, accountability, ethical
management, and sustainable business practices.

Furthermore, the objective examines how judicial interpretations, regulatory
guidelines, and amendments have influenced the implementation and enforcement of
CSR and corporate governance norms. It also assesses whether the existing legal
framework effectively balances shareholder mterests with stakeholder welfare,
environmental sustainability, and corporate accountability. Finally, the study identifies
legal challenges, regulatory gaps, and implementation issues and evaluates the extent to
which the current framework aligns with international standards such as the OECD
Principles of Corporate Governance and the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
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Research Objective : To critically examine and evaluate the legal framework
governing Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in India,
with particular reference to the Companies Act, 2013, SEBI Regulations, and other
applicable regulatory provisions, by assessing the relationship between corporate
governance principles and CSR obligations, evaluating the effectiveness of the existing
legal framework in promoting corporate accountability, transparency, responsible
business conduct, and sustainable governance, identifying the legal and practical
challenges in 1ts 1mplementation, comparing India's framework with selected
mternational jurisdictions, and proposing legal and policy reforms to strengthen corporate
accountability and sustainable corporate governance.

Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) have become
fundamental pillars of modern corporate regulation. While corporate governance focuses
on ensuring accountability, transparency, fairness, and ethical management within
corporate entities, CSR extends corporate responsibility beyond shareholders to include
employees, consumers, local communities, and the environment. The integration of these
two concepts has become increasingly significant in achieving sustainable economic
development and responsible business conduct. In India, the enactment of the Companies
Act, 2013, particularly the introduction of mandatory CSR provisions under Section 135,
marked a paradigm shift by legally recognizing the social responsibilities of companies
alongside their economic objectives. Simultaneously, the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) has strengthened governance standards through the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, and the introduction of the
Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR) framework, thereby
promoting greater transparency and accountability among listed companies.

The primary objective of this study is to critically examine and evaluate the legal
framework goveming Corporate Governance and CSR 1in India. This involves an in-depth
analysis of the statutory provisions contained in the Companies Act, 2013, the SEBI
regulations, and other applicable regulatory mechanisms that collectively establish
standards of corporate conduct. The study seeks to understand how these legal
mstruments regulate corporate behaviour, ensure compliance with governance norms, and
encourage companies to integrate social responsibility into their business strategies.

A significant aspect of this objective 1s to analyse the relationship between corporate
governance principles and CSR obligations. Traditionally, corporate governance was
viewed primarily as a mechanism for protecting shareholder interests by ensuring
transparency, accountability, and effective management. However, the contemporary
governance framework increasingly recognises that corporations owe responsibilities not
only to shareholders but also to a wider group of stakeholders. CSR complements this
broader stakeholder-oriented approach by requiring companies to conftribute towards
social welfare, environmental protection, education, healthcare, gender equality, and
other developmental objectives. Accordingly, the study aims to examine whether CSR
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should be regarded merely as a statutory compliance requirement or as an integral
component of good corporate governance that enhances corporate legitimacy, stakeholder
confidence, and long-term sustainability.

The research further seeks to evaluate the effectiveness of the existing legal
framework in promoting responsible corporate behaviour. Although India is one of the
few countries that has made CSR expenditure mandatory for eligible companies,
questions remain regarding the practical effectiveness of these legal provisions. The study
will assess whether mandatory CSR has resulted in meaningful social impact or whether
compliance has become largely procedural in nature. Similarly, the effectiveness of
governance mechanisms such as independent directors, audit committees, disclosure
obligations, board accountability, and sustainability reporting will be examined to
determine whether they have strengthened corporate transparency and reduced
governance failures. The analysis will consider whether the current legal framework
adequately balances regulatory compliance with genuine ethical business practices.

Another important component of this objective 1s the identification of legal and
practical challenges affecting the implementation of corporate governance and CSR laws.
Despite significant legislative reforms, several challenges continue to hinder effective
implementation. These include inconsistent CSR spending patterns, inadequate
monitoring of CSR projects, lack of transparency m fund utilisation, difficulties in
measuring social impact, regulatory overlaps, weak enforcement mechanisms, and
mstances of companies treating CSR as a compliance exercise rather than a strategic
commitment. Likewise, governance challenges such as board independence, conflicts of
interest, ineffective disclosure practices, and varymng standards of corporate
accountability continue to affect the quality of governance in many corporations. The
study aims to critically examine these issues and evaluate whether existing enforcement
mechanisms are sufficient to ensure compliance with legislative objectives.

The research also adopts a comparative approach by examining selected international
jurisdictions that have developed advanced corporate governance and CSR frameworks.
Jurisdictions such as the United Kingdom, the United States, and South Africa have
adopted different regulatory models that emphasize board accountability, stakeholder
engagement, environmental, social, and governance (ESG) reporting, and voluntary as
well as mandatory sustainability practices. Intemational standards, including the OECD
Principles of Corporate Governance, the United Nations Global Compact, the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, and the ISO 26000 Guidance on
Social Responsibility, have significantly influenced global corporate governance
practices. By comparing these international models with the Indian framework, the study
seeks to identify best practices and assess whether similar approaches could strengthen
the Indian regulatory regime while accommodating domestic socio-economic conditions.
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Finally, the study aims to propose legal and policy reforms that can enhance the
effectiveness of India's corporate governance and CSR framework. Based on the findings
of the legal and comparative analysis, recommendations may include strengthening
regulatory oversight, improving CSR monitoring and impact assessment, enhancing
board accountability, expanding stakeholder participation i governance processes,
encouraging greater transparency through sustainability reporting, and harmonizing CSR
obligations with evolving ESG standards. The study may also recommend clearer
immplementation guidelines, stronger enforcement mechanisms, and greater coordination
among regulatory authorities to ensure that corporate governance and CSR function as
complementary mechanisms for achieving sustainable corporate development.

Overall, this research objective seeks to provide a comprehensive legal evaluation of
the evolving relationship between Corporate Governance and CSR i India. By
mtegrating statutory analysis, critical evaluation, comparative study, and reform-oriented
recommendations, the research aims to contribute to the growing discourse on corporate
accountability and sustainable governance. The study ultimately seeks to demonstrate
that effective corporate governance and meaningful CSR are mutually reinforcing
concepts that play a crucial role in promoting ethical business practices, protecting
stakeholder interests, and fostering long-term economic and social sustainability.

Explanation of the Research Questions :

The above research questions collectively provide the conceptual and analytical
framework for examining the legal dimensions of Corporate Governance and Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) in India. They are designed to explore the relationship
between governance and CSR, evaluate the effectiveness of the existing legal regime,
identify implementation challenges, examine intemational influences, and propose
reforms that enhance corporate accountability and sustainable governance.

The first research question focuses on the legal relationship between Corporate
Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility and examines how governance
principles mfluence CSR performance and corporate accountability. Traditionally,
corporate governance has been understood as a system through which companies are
directed and confrolled, ensuring accountability, transparency, fairness, and ethical
decision-making by corporate management. CSR, in conftrast, represents the broader
social and environmental responsibilities of corporations towards stakeholders beyond
shareholders. Although these concepts developed independently, contemporary corporate
law increasingly treats them as complementary aspects of responsible business
governance. This research question therefore seeks to determine whether CSR should be
viewed merely as a statutory obligation or as an integral component of good corporate
governance. It further explores whether effective governance mechanisms—such as
independent directors, board committees, disclosure requirements, ethical leadership, and
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stakeholder engagement—contribute to stronger CSR performance and enhance public
trust in corporate institutions.

The second research question examines the effectiveness of the Indian legal
framework governing Corporate Governance and CSR. India occupies a unique position
in global corporate regulation because it has introduced mandatory CSR obligations
through Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013, while simultaneously strengthening
governance norms through the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015, and the Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR)
framework. This question seeks to evaluate whether these legislative and regulatory
measures have achieved their intended objectives of improving corporate accountability,
transparency, and responsible business conduct. It also examines the extent to which
statutory compliance translates into meaningful corporate responsibility rather than
formal adherence to legal requirements. The research evaluates whether the present legal
framework effectively balances regulatory enforcement with voluntary ethical
commitments and whether it adequately addresses the expectations of shareholders,
employees, consumers, local communities, and other stakeholders.

The third research question mvestigates the principal legal and practical challenges
affecting the implementation and enforcement of Corporate Governance and CSR
obligations in India while also considering the influence of international governance
standards. Although the Indian legal framework has undergone substantial reforms,
several implementation issues continue to undermine its effectiveness. These include
imconsistent CSR expenditure, inadequate monitoring of CSR projects, lack of
transparency in fund ufilisation, weak enforcement mechanisms, limited board
mdependence, conflicts of interest, and difficulties in measuring the social impact of CSR
initiatives. In addition, corporations often perceive CSR as a compliance obligation rather
than a strategic governance function. This question therefore analyses the practical
barriers that impede the achievement of legislative objectives. It also explores the
influence of international standards such as the OECD Prnciples of Corporate
Governance, the United Nations Global Compact, the UN Guiding Principles on Business
and Human Rights, and ISO 26000 Guidance on Social Responsibility. By examining
these international frameworks, the study seeks to understand how global best practices
have shaped Indian corporate law and whether further harmonisation with international
standards could strengthen corporate governance and CSR implementation.

The fourth research question focuses on identifying legal and policy reforms
necessary to improve Corporate Governance and CSR compliance in India. Since
corporate regulation continues to evolve 1n response to changing economic,
environmental, and social expectations, there is a need to assess whether the existing
legislative framework adequately addresses emerging governance challenges. This
question seeks to identify reforms that may improve transparency, accountability,
stakeholder participation, regulatory oversight, sustainability reporting, and corporate
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compliance mechanisms. It also considers whether stronger board accountability,
improved CSR impact assessment, enhanced disclosure requirements, and better
coordination among regulatory authorities would strengthen the implementation of
governance and CSR laws. Furthermore, the research examines the growing mmportance
of Environmental, Social, and Govemance (ESG) principles and considers how Indian
corporate law may evolve to integrate sustainability more comprehensively within
corporate governance structures.

Collectively, these research questions provide a coherent framework for
examining Corporate Governance and CSR from both doctrinal and comparative legal
perspectives. They facilitate a systematic analysis of the statutory provisions contained in
the Companies Act, 2013, SEBI Regulations, and related legal instruments while
evaluating their practical effectiveness in promoting responsible corporate conduct. At
the same time, they encourage a comparative assessment of international governance
models and their relevance to the Indian legal system. By addressing these questions, the
study aims to identify the strengths and limitations of the current regulatory framework
and develop recommendations that contribute to more transparent, accountable, and
sustainable corporate governance. Ultimately, the research seeks to demonstrate that
effective Corporate Governance and meaningful CSR are mutually reinforcing legal
mechanisms that play a vital role in protecting stakeholder interests, strengthening
corporate accountability, and supporting sustainable economic development.

Conclusion :

Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) have evolved
mto two interdependent pillars of responsible corporate regulation that collectively
promote accountability, transparency, ethical decision-making, and sustainable
development. This study demonstrates that the legal framework in India, particularly the
Companies Act, 2013, the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015, and the Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR)
framework, has significantly transformed the governance landscape by integrating
statutory CSR obligations with broader principles of corporate governance. The
mtroduction of mandatory CSR under Section 135 represents a landmark legislative
innovation that distinguishes India from many other jurisdictions where CSR continues to
remain largely voluntary.

The analysis confirms that effective corporate governance provides the
institutional foundation for successful CSR implementation. Governance mechanisms
such as mdependent directors, board committees, transparent disclosure practices,
stakeholder engagement, and board accountability substantially influence the quality,
credibility, and effectiveness of CSR initiatives. Consequently, CSR should not be
viewed merely as a statutory spending requirement but as an integral component of sound
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corporate governance that enhances stakeholder confidence, corporate legitimacy, and
long-term business sustainability.

The study further reveals that although India's legal framework is comprehensive
and has considerably i1mproved corporate accountability, several implementation
challenges continue to limit its effectiveness. These include inconsistent CSR disclosures,
inadequate monitoring and impact assessment of CSR projects, regional concentration of
CSR expenditure, instances of greenwashing, weak enforcement mechanisms, and a
tendency among some corporations to treat CSR as a compliance obligation rather than a
strategic governance commitment. The shift from criminal liability to civil penalties has
improved regulatory efficiency; however, stronger institutional oversight and greater
emphasis on outcome-based compliance remain necessary to ensure that CSR initiatives
generate measurable social and environmental benefits.

The comparative analysis indicates that while India's mandatory CSR expenditure
model 1s unique, international jurisdictions such as the United Kingdom, the European
Union, the United States, Japan, and Singapore increasingly emphasize ESG integration,
sustainability reporting, stakeholder govemance, and enhanced board accountability.
These global developments suggest that the future of corporate regulation lies not merely
i mandatory financial confributions but in embedding sustainability and responsible
governance within corporate strategy, risk management, and decision-making processes.
The growing influence of international standards, including the OECD Prnciples of
Corporate Governance, the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and
ESG reporting frameworks, further underscores the need for harmonising Indian
corporate law with evolving global governance practices.

The research therefore concludes that Corporate Governance and CSR are
complementary legal mechanisms that mutually reinforce responsible business conduct.
Effective governance strengthens CSR performance, while meaningful CSR enhances
corporate reputation, stakeholder trust, and sustainable economic development. The study
supports the proposition that stronger governance structures positively influence CSR
compliance and corporate accountability, thereby affirming the central research
hypothesis.

To strengthen the existing legal framework, the study recommends enhancing
regulatory oversight through robust monitoring and enforcement mechanisms, improving
CSR 1mpact assessment methodologies, strengthening board-level accountability for
sustainability initiatives, expanding mandatory ESG disclosures, promoting digital
transparency in CSR reporting, and encouraging greater stakeholder participation in
governance processes. Policymakers should also consider harmonising CSR regulations
with mfternational sustainability standards while preserving India's distinctive
stakeholder-oriented approach to corporate regulation.
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In conclusion, the future of corporate governance in India lies in moving beyond
procedural compliance towards a value-based governance model that integrates legal
accountability, ethical leadership, environmental stewardship, and social responsibility.
Such an integrated approach will not only improve corporate performance and investor
confidence but also confribute meaningfully to inclusive growth, environmental
sustainability, and the broader constitutional vision of social and economic justice. As
corporations increasingly become key actors in national development, strengthening the
synergy between corporate governance and CSR will remain essential for achieving
sustainable, transparent, and responsible corporate citizenship in the twenty-first century.
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Abstract :

This paper explores the origins and contemporary forms of caste and untouchability in India,
focusing on the role of law in addressing these inequalities. It traces the transformation of the caste
system in a contemporary time and discrimination, particularly against the margin of the society. The
study examines key legislations such as the Protection of Civil Rights Act (1955) and the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act (1989).

While these legal measures aim to ensure equality and dignity, the paper argues that caste-
based discrimination persists in subtle and structural forms which reflects in daily life. It concludes
that legal reforms alone are insufficient and must be supported by broader social change to achieve
substantive transformation in the society.

Introduction :

In This bibliographic essay, I’'m trying to address the caste based social identity which is
pertinent to Indian society and other relative elements which are attached with caste. And how it’s for
someone’s privilege and at the same time humiliating activity for Someone in the same society .And
Caste based untouchability for some groups based on physical touch and changing form of
untouchability in contemporary time where there’s no problem in physical touch but indirect and
inherent notion of caste based discrimination is present event today. In this essay the emphasis will
be on legislation and safeguards which are made by parliament to stop caste based atrocities and
provisions in Indian Constitution for welfare of these communities. So this phenomenon has to be
understood in larger context like state-society power dynamics in order to understand why it happens

and how it can be checked. SO The target of caste based violence are untouchables according to old
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structure of Hindu social order .so the practice of untouchability has a long history and quite complex
also. The institutional structure which governed social conduct in society are known as “caste system”
and according to Hindu social order it’s fixed as vertical division of society known as “varna system”.
At the top of this system are the Brahmana (priestly class), followed by ‘kshatriya’ (the warrior class)
and Shudra (service class) stood at the bottom hierarchy

Untouchables were out of this system. Later during the independence struggle against Britishers
,Gandhi tried hard to remove untouchability and founded All India Harijan Sangh for this purpose. In
South India there was a self respect movement led by E.V. Ramasamy. Dr. B.R Ambedkar who formed
“All India Depressed Classes Federation” and fought for equality, liberty, fraternity. Kalpana
Kannabiran’s Caste, Atrocities and the Criminal Justice System (2012) examines the relationship
between caste and India’s legal framework, with a focus on the SC/ST Act. The author acknowledges
the Act as an important legal measure but highlights the difficulties in its enforcement, including
systemic biases within law enforcement and the judiciary. So First one is Ghanshyam Shah, Harsh
Mander, Sukhadeo Thorat, Satish Deshpande, and Amita Baviskar’s Untouchability in Rural India
(2006). And the second one is NICHOLAS B. DIRKS’s Castes of Mind Colonialism and the Making
of Modern India (2001), and third is Sthabir Khora’s CASTE, RESERVATION, ATROCITY LAW AND
DISCRIMINATION.

Historical background :

Ghanshyam Shah, Harsh Mander, Sukhadeo Thorat, Satish Deshpande, and Amita
Baviskar’s Untouchability in Rural India (2006), these authors are interrogating untouchability
inrural areas why so even today ,after Independence of seventy five year with its change form. So this
book elaborate different school of thought and their idea’s regarding caste. So they begin with the
model of varna system and how ati-shudra (untouchables)are outside from the four dominant category
of varna system or earlier social structure of Indian society. So there is one school of though who
advocates Aryan invasion theory and emphasized that it’s Aryan(white) who conquered the native and
made them untouchables or Dasa(slave) because they were not fit according to their text or shastra
and religious practices. The ‘touchables’ were ‘white” Aryans who invaded India, and con-quered the
black race native to the subcontinent called the Dasas or Dasyus, enslaving them and categorizing
them as ‘untouchables’ (Risley 1908; Dutt 1931).But DR.B.R Ambedkar disagreed with Aryan race
theory according to him there is no racial or color difference between brahmins and shudra and he
further argued that there Was no separate category of shudra but according to him shudra ranked
Kshatriya as part of indo-aryan society.but when conflict arises between brahmins and shudra so

brahmins refused to perform upanayanam for Shudra. So he was clear that there’s hardly any difference
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in physical characteristics Between shudra and brahmins.But a social reformer Jyotika Phule in his
writing gulamgiri supported Aryan race theory and declared brahmins as invader to native .this books
also discuss another school of thought called Marxist school of thought which argue that untouchability
is there because problem is in mode of production. And argued that in India the Popular occupation
is agriculture where labour power needed so the majority of the population is working as labourer and
tiny class have landholding and untouchables Does not have land. So in the twentieth century the term
dalit came in to existence which represent downtrodden class and their struggle for empowerment,
dalit panthers in Maharashtra asserts this term and then it become political category.

For Gopal guru (2001) the term not only indicate identity but also aspiration and struggle for
change and revolution. For mapping the untouchability, caste based atrocities and its different forms
authors surveyed almost eleven state in India and above five hundred village and employed high school
level and also some graduate and diverse social background including untouchables and other social
group for survey.so this empirical study include first non public institution like common water tank,
temple and fields where discrimination happens. So in survey they found that in many village almost
40 to 43 percent dalits are not allowed in public tanks for common use. And in restaurant, tea shops
dalit men entry hardly allowed and if somehow open entry then not allowed to sit there and using hand
wash and water there and they have to put money in ground also. Same things happen in washerman a
dhobi denied service for dalits residential segregation are there in village. They live in different
tolla apart from other group. In temple entry and in regions and cultural sphere .there is discrimination
wage for work dalits are paid less in comparison to non dalits. In burial and cremation site are denied
for dalit and violence happen during their entry. discrimination in public institutions like in police
station, Health center and village-Panchayat and educational institutions. So in primary school in mid
day meal service dalit students sit in different lines. so these are different sites of discrimination and
untouchability or exclusion which are practised in villages which is reflected in survey reports.
This book also Emphasize and map discrimination which dalit women are facing during survey. Dalit
women faces triple discrimination like caste, class, gendeda dalit women faces discrimination on
the basis of their caste like untouchability and because they are financially marginalized and due to
economically poor condition faces lots of difficulties in access of health and education.

Because of the patriarchal nature of society they face further gender based discrimination in
society and family. So most of the women are working in agriculture like Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Bihar,
and Orissa. So they faces discrimination at workplace like untouchability and sexual harassment and
sometimes rape happens in field because most of the land is in hand of so called upper caste and even

land owner’s children are abusing dalit womens in the field and in tune and humiliating with body
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language. Most of the dalit women are paid low wage and most of the dirty or polluted work is
assigned to them. Dalit women worked for uppercase houses and so the entry is given through back
door not from main gate and restricted entry into the kitchen.In Karnataka’s Navalgi village, nearly all
Dalit households are involved in prostitution. In Orissa, non-Dalits don’t touch them when receiving
clean clothes but do when giving dirty ones.so caste based occupation like prostitution and devadasi
in temples and manual scavenger and washerman are also a burning issues in Indian society which
restricted these communities and stops upward mobility in all sphere of life like social, cultural,
religious, economic and subjugated these communities.

Nicholas B. Dirks’s castes of mind colonialism and the Making of Modern India, dirks
argue that caste in modern time is not a product of ancient India but it’s produce by colonial
administration by ethnographic survey and census and it took more rigid form , earlier it was context
specific and flexible because of colonial modernity and their efficient functioning of administration
and tracing Indian population’s all activities through colonial knowledge system it became more
systematized and organised and assertive identity. Caste became one of the important attributes in
Indian society for understanding all sphere of life of Indians. And with passes of time it became
political category of Indian society. According to Louis Dumont in Hierarchicus explain that how
caste is a essence of Indian society and it’s different from western society’s individualism and rationality.
And it’s also a product or encounter of orientalism and British colonialism .Orientalism produce
colonizers superior and colonized inferior and constructed that western society has rationality but
colonised society lack this and are backward and practising dogma and living communal(community)
life because of caste based society but western society is living individualistic life and are progressive.

So orientalism shaped different kind of history. It is a kind of knowledge-power nexus.
Britishers produce knowledge according to their will and their administrative management because
they always want to be a part of power. Caste is thus understood as a colonial nostalgia for a
community-oriented society that the modern West has supposedly lost. So dirks challenge the idea
that caste is continue in same form or nature that was in ancient time and he put that caste has
changed In modern India because of colonial construction and transformed it more systematized
through bureaucracy and ideologically Strong. Britishers and orientalist defined Indian society through
brahminical text as universal truth and build a uniform and pan-indian concept of caste. Britishers
through colonial technology like Census and Indian population, land revenue system and ethnographic
codification. But Indian Social reformer and Intellectuals and nationalist challenged colonial construct
as well as appropriated it. But at the same time various anti caste movements like dalit movement

or non brahmanical movement they also challenged caste system through mobilization based on
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caste and caste based assertion and empowerment and united all the so called lower caste. And Also
dirks emphasis that how in post-independence India caste play an important role in politics and shape
politics and whole debate around reservations and affirmative action that’s why dirks emphasis that
modern caste definitely has roots in colonial era. He emphasised on caste has gender role in
controlling women through marriage and domestic constraint .Indian scholars fail to address this
issue .So in contrast preclinical India dirks emphasis that caste was one of many social markers
shaped through historical and local dynamics .Colonialism depoliticized Indian society by shaping
Caste as main political category and making it sole cultural and religious category and failed to
understand historical agency of Indian political institutions and communities.

Sthabir Khora’s caste, reservation, atrocity law and discrimination (2025), In This book
Khora in part three LAW, ATROCITIES AND DISCRIMINATION argue that the narrative was build
that how Prevention of Atrocities act(1989) and Section 498 IPC are being misused which is mean
to protect scheduled caste and scheduled tribe and women. So the Popular Perception is in society
that SC/ST Act is being misused against certain communities. But there’s no empirical evidence or
judicial evidence in order to substantiate that claim. But it’s clear that power structure of society
organization of society are based on caste where certain communities are more powerful and some
are more marginalized and at the same time police bias and indirect caste discrimination and mostly
victim’s community are unaware of legal system because of illiteracy so these things shows that how
laws failed to deliver justice. So police ‘final Report’ under 498 A(domestic violence) and SC/ST act
shows that in many cases under 498A police closed cases as mistake of fact and under SC/ST act are
more labeled as a false cases .So according to author there is structural and procedural injustice in
the institutions and societal structure. So the final Report is not scrutinized although it’s first step in
justice delivery .The poor and marginalized community rarely lodged a FIR against dominant caste
because of social pressure and lack of knowledge of legal system. Police work in pressure of social
and caste bias so it’s a major Hurdle in justice delivery and investigation stage.

So because of complex structure of law there’s public-private dichotomy and evidence standards
like in 498 A, relatives are considered valid witnesses. In case of SC/ST Act cases, community members
are considered interested and Biased undermining their testimony. And lately victims have to settle
the case because of caste based bias in society and in institutional power structure and reconciliation
in 498A is encouraged and simply resulted in by mistake case was filed or mistake of fact. Many
genuine cases are not investigated because of myth Constructed that the laws are misused. The Subhash
Mahajan case weakened the Act by mandating prior approval for arrest under the Act. The claim was

that it’s based on NCRB data but that was statistically flawed. This book also Emphasize error in data
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or in comparing different stages of legal processing like in acquittal and in final Report. Also this
book highlights the regional anomalies in false cases like fifty percent false cases are coming from
Rajasthan rather than this repetition at national level. Authors also focuses discrimination on the
basis of caste in universities and its indirect and hidden fact that can’t be visible easily like discourse
of merit and reservation and autonomy and false propaganda against reservation. That’s Why mostly
dropout happens in universities from dalit community. And Popular Rohit vemula’s suicide case which
1s institutional murder.

Methodology :

Ghanshyam Shah, Harsh Mander, Sukhadeo Thorat, Satish Deshpande, and Amita
Baviskar’s Untouchability in Rural India (2006), methodology of this book is quantitative as
well as empirically document the untouchability prevalence in rural India. And its variance in various
state and across the village. The study was conducted in eleven Indian state, covering diverse socio-
economic and caste based marginalization and The spheres—public, religious, cultural, economic,
and personal—where untouchability is practiced. The institutional role of the state, market, and civil
society in either perpetuating or mitigating caste-based exclusion. These included Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, and Gujarat. A total of 565 villages were selected for detailed fieldwork. Villages were chosen
to represent variation in geography, caste dominance, socio-economic development, and population.
Surveyors direct involve in discussion with dalits in village and also stayed two-three days in village
and also investigators include diverse socio-cultural background. And they trigulate their observation
by official records like Census or school data and interview with dalits and non-dalit and with analysis
of actual practices.

Nicholas B. Dirks’s castes of mind colonialism and the Making of Modern India, The
methodology used by Nicholas B. Dirks in Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern
India is historical-anthropological and interdisciplinary, grounded in archival research, discourse
analysis, intellectual history, and ethnography. Below is a detailed explanation of his methodology:
So dirks primary method is historical analysis of caste with reference to British records and various
colonial archival sources like how it conceptualizes and how it’s different from ancient times. Records
from the India Office Library (IOL), London ,The National Archives of India (NAI), New Delhi , The
Tamil Nadu Archives (TNA), Chennai ,The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, University of
Madras. Documents from SOAS, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library. These sources include
Colonial censuses, Gazetteers, Ethnographic reports by British officials (like H.H. Risley) Missionary
Writings, Orientalist scholarship. The texts of Orientalist scholars like William Jones, Max Miiller
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and British administrative tools and dirks closely analyzes the language ,categories and assumptions
used by Colonial administration. Critical Engagement with Nationalist and Postcolonial Thought.
Dirks analysed how Indian nationalist and social reformers and dalit intellectuals responded to or
appropriated colonial construct of caste.

Sthabir Khora’s caste, reservation, atrocity law and discrimination (2025), In this book
authors uses a multi-pronged empirical and interpretive methodology to interrogate how legal
instruments like Section 498A IPC and the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 function in practice. So the methodology is primarily focused on analysing
the ground-level application of SC/ST Act and IPC 498 A and perception of the society regarding
these laws. And its difficulties and challenges in implementation .SC/ST acts success and failure. A
case study of final Report (FRs) and detailed empirical studies involves a study of hundred Final
Reports each Under section 498A IPC (domestic violence).A more detailed primary study was
conducted in six districts of a North Indian state, with the following components Quantitative
(Secondary) Data Analysis of 498 Final Reports under the SC/ST Act from all police stations in these
districts. Statistical classification:89.36% were labeled as “false”6.02% “civil in nature”3.41%
“mistake of fact”.

Conclusion :

So this has been written on the basis of three books which are above mentioned on caste ,
Untouchability and laws related to caste. Ghanshyam Shah, Harsh Mander, Sukhadeo Thorat, Satish
Deshpande, and Amita Baviskar’s Untouchability in Rural India (2006) in this book authors focus on
untouchability in rural India and its changing form .so these authors involve deeply and did empirical
survey in many villages to study modern caste but in second book. Nicholas B. Dirks’s castes of mind
colonialism and the Making of Modern India, explained how caste taken another form with entrance
of Britishers and how they changed the concept of caste through administration and various
mechanism like Census and ethnographic survey and other colonial technology and with interaction
of colonial modernity and orientalist construction of caste and in third book Sthabir Khora’s caste,
reservation, atrocity law and discrimination (2025) above Focused on the atrocities laws like SC/ST
Act and Section 498A so focus was about misunderstanding of this Act and difficulties in
implementation and myth in society and also how it failed to deliver justice in society because of
various social-political pressure and societal hurdles. So caste is a important issue and main agenda
of politics even today so these three Books shows light on understanding caste from different
perspective in first book to colonial construct and also legal measures which is taken in independent

India Various challenges in it.So lots of political debate around around caste has roots in history and
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that’s it’s reflecting today in New forms .And whole debate around reservations and constitutional

majors In contemporary time is a product of history .And traditional form of caste which is more

institutionalized today is new challenges in front of academia and state also and complexities of

contemporary time.
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ABSTRACT :

This paper delves into the profound contributions of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar a luminary in India’s
history in advancing the cause of human rights. Human Rights as fundamental to the dignity of all
individuals provide the bedrock for a just and inclusive society. Tracing the historical roots of human
rights and their evolution, the paper contextualizes Dr. Ambedkar’s role within this broader framework.
Born into an Untouchable Caste and experiencing firsthand the pervasive discrimination entrenched
in society, Dr. Ambedkar became a stalwart advocate for human rights. His journey from facing systemic
oppression to becoming the principal architect of the Indian Constitution is a testament to his
unwavering commitment to Justice and Equality. The paper explores Dr. Ambedkar’s pivotal role in
framing the Constitution of India a document that enshrines the principles of Justice, Liberty, Equality
and Fraternity . It examines specific Constitutional provisions crafted by Dr. Ambedkar that aimed at
dismantling social hierarchies , ensuring equal opportunities and safeguarding the rights of
marginalized communities. Dr. Ambedkar’s tireless efforts in championing the cause of human rights
extended beyond Constitutional Drafting. The paper sheds light on his advocacy for social justice his
fight against untouchability and his emphasis on education as a tool for empowerment . It underscores
how Dr. Ambedkar ‘s vision transcends his time resonating as a beacon for ongoing struggles for
human rights in contemporary India. Furthermore the paper delves into the enduring impact of Dr.
Ambedkar’s legacy on the human rights discourse in India. It analyzes the continued relevance of his
principles in addressing contemporary challenges and fostering an Environment where human rights
are safeguarded for all.

INTRODUCTION :-
HUMAN RIGHTS BRIEF INTRODUCTION :

Human rights cornerstone of an equitable society are intrinsic freedoms and entitlements that
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transcend distinctions of race ethnicity, gender, religion, nationality , or any other societal
categorization. These inherent rights, inviolable and universal, lay the foundation for a society where
very individual experiences dignity, respect, and the potential for personal growth. Human rights
constitute a spectrum of entitlements, ranging from the most fundamental, such as the right to life to
those that enrich our existence including the rights to nourishment, education, employment, health
and freedom.

Beyond the constraints of geographic or demographic specifics these rights are the birthright
of every individual, forming a tapestry of entitlements that shape the fabric of a just and compassionate
society. At its core this spectrum of rights not only safeguards our basic existence but also lays the
groundwork for a life characterized by meaningful pursuits, educational opportunities, dignified work
optimal health and cherished freedom to live life on our terms”. Human rights stand as the cornerstone
of our shared humanity, embodying the essential benchmarks required for individuals to lead lives
steeped in dignity and respect. These rights like a compass guiding us through the vast landscape of
existence serve as the fundamental building blocks for a world where every person can flourish and
thrive”, Human rights akin to the nurturing roots of a tree go beyond mere provisions they are the
guardians of our essential needs, shielding us from the tempests of adversity. In their embrace
vulnerable communities find a fortress against the onslaught off abuse and individuals discover the
courage to confront the shadows of societal corruption. Like a symphony of voices human rights
champion the melody of freedom of speech and expression carving our spaces for dissent and diverse
perspectives. They stand as the sentinels of choice ensuring that people are free to practice the religion
of their choice or if they prefer to tread path unbound by religious affiliations. In the realm of love
human rights weave a tapestry that celebrates the freedom to love without constrains embracing the
beautiful spectrum of human connection. In essence human rights are the architects of a society
where each person’s journey is respected protected and celebrated. Human rights have been grouped
into three broad categories.

o CIVILAND POLITICALRIGHTS::

These rights emerge as a vibrant tapestry weaving threads of life liberty, freedom of expression,
religion, assembly and association. These fundamental freedoms resonate as empowering chords,
inviting individuals to actively engage in society and exercise their autonomy.

o ECONOMIC, SOCIALAND CULTUREALRIGHTS :
This includes the Rights to Food, Shelter, Education, Healthcare, work and the vibrant hues of

cultural expression.
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o COLLECTIVE RIGHTS::

These are pillars of shared aspirations transcending individual realms. These rights bestowed
upon groups rather than individuals embody the spirit of self —determination development and a pristine
environment. These rights recognize the importance of collective action and shared resources for
human well-being.”

DR.AMBEDKAR’S HUMAN RIGHTS CRUSADE IN INDIA :

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar stands as a beacon of wisdom and advocacy, globally celebrated as one of
the foremost defenders and philosopher of human rights. His visionary outlook has not only shaped a
paradigm shift in the conceptualization of human rights but has also played a pivotal role in their legal
codification. The echoes of his profound ideas 4esonate across time continuing to kindle the flames
of inspiration among contemporary human rights defenders.”4 Dr. B. R. Ambedkar emerges as an
indomitable champion of human rights leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of India’s quest for
equality. When the echoes of human rights and the pursuit of gender equality resonate the illustrious
name of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar unfurls a path paved with the principles of justice and equity. His
legacy stands as a guiding light illuminating the way toward a nation where every individual irrespective
of' background find solace in the embrace of equality.

His leadership holds unparalleled significance particularly for the Dalits of India a community
that still grapples with the challenges of occupying the lowest rungs of Indiansociety. Dr. Ambedkar’s
journey marked by his own Dalit identity , ascended to elevated heights making his leadership a
beacon of hope and inspiration for those marginalized and oppressed within the complex social fabric
of India. Despite the strides made by Dr. Ambedkar the enduring struggles of the Dalit community
highlight the continued need for transformative change and advocacy for their rightful place within
the broader social structure.

Dr. Ambedkar is widely recognized for his pivotal role in formulating the Indian Constitution
wherein he intricately incorporated numerous provisions aimed at safeguarding the rights of the most
marginalized segments of society. His profound commitment to inclusivity and social justice is vividly
reflected in the Constitutional framework, which stands as a testament to his visionary efforts in
securing the rights if the often overlooked and disenfranchised sections of the population.
CONTRIBUTIONS OF DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR FOR SAFEGUARDING HUMAN RIGHTS IN
INDIA.

DRAFTING THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION :

Drafting the Blueprint of Democracy. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar assumed the pivotal role of the

Chairman in the Drafting Committee entrusted with the monumental task of fashioning the Indian
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Constitution. His visionary leadership left an indelible mark as the Constitution emerged as a beacon
of hope embedding fundamental rights and unequivocally putting an end to the deplorable practice of
Untouchablity. This historic document not only shaped the governance framework but became the
cornerstone for an egalitarian India championing the cause of equal rights and opportunities for every
citizen. Dr. Ambedkar’s dedication to this Constitutional masterpiece laid the groundwork for a
democratic nation where Justice, Liberty, and Fraternity reign supreme.

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR SAFEGUARDING HUMAN RIGHTS IN INDIA :

The Indian Constitution stands as a fortress ensuring that the flame of basic human rights
illuminates the path for every citizen. Nestled within the pages of Part III, the Fundamental Rights
breathe life into the very essence of civil liberties forming an impregnable shield against any
encroachment on an individual‘s liberty. In a symphony of Justice these rights not only restrain the
State from overreach but also bind it in solemn duty to shield its citizens from any encroachment by
society. The Constitution, like a vigilant guardian weaves a narrative where the fundamental fabric of
human rights is not just protected but celebrated laying the foundation for a society that cherishes
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.”

Fundamentals Rights given in Indian Constitution which ensures human rights for all citizens.
J Rights to Equality (Article 14 -18)

. Right to Freedom (Article 19 -22)

. Right against Exploitation (Article 23 -24)

. Right to Freedom of Religion (Article 25 -28)
o Cultural and Educational Rights (Article 29 -30)
CHAMPIONING DALIT RIGHTS :

In the labyrinth of India’s social hierarchy, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emerges as a beacon of hope
spearheading an unwavering movement against the pervasive chains of caste discrimination. His
visionary crusade transcends mere rhetoric advocating for a transformative trifecta that encompasses
educational empowerment, economic upliftment and political representation for the oppressed Dalits.”
As the forefront of this metamorphic journey is the Dalit Buddhist Movement, a revolutionary initiative
that Dr. Ambedkar pioneered . Beyond a mere social reformation this movement becomes a symbolic
pilgrimage toward liberation from the centuries old shackles of the caste system. Dr. Ambedkar’s
call for emancipation echoes through the annals of history resonating as an invitation to unshackle
dreams defy societal constraints and forge a path towards a more egalitarian and inclusive India.
PROMOTION SOCAIL JUSTICE :

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar an architect of social change painted a visionary canvas that extended far
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beyond the abolition of Untouchablitity. His indomitable spirit advocated for the fundamental tenet
of social justice, orchestrating a symphony of empowerment for all marginalized communities. Dr.
Ambedkar’s resonant voice echoed i n the corridors of reform championing the cause of women’s
rights with an unwavering commitment. His pen inscribed tales of emancipation urging society to
dismantle patriarchal structure and grant women their rightful place as time. He staunchly advocated
for the equal status of women within the sacred institution of marriage. He said “The relationship
between husband and wife should be one of closest friends.”

In the labyrinth of his ideology Dr. Ambedkar weaved threads of labor rights striving to break
the chains that bound the working class. His vision envisioned and equitable society where every
individual regardless of caste or creed could toil in dignity and reap the fruits of their labor.”

Religious freedom emerged as a cornerstone of Dr. Ambedkar’s ideology. In a diverse nation
like India, he championed the right of every individual to choose faith fostering an atmosphere where
religious plurality thrived Dr. Ambedkar’s tapestry of social justice vibrant and encompassing serves
as a testament to his enduring legacy- A legacy that transcends time challenging contemporary society
to carry forth the torch of inclusivity, equality and justice.

INFLUENCING LEGAL REFORMS: :

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar a legal luminary and social reformer assumed the mantle of an architect of
justice wielding the law as a powerful instrument for societal transformation. His pivotal role in
enacting landmark laws stands as a testament to his unwavering commitment to abolishing
discriminatory practices and safeguarding the rights of the vulnerable.

One of his crowning achievements was the fervent advocacy for the Hindu Code Bill, a
legislative masterpiece aimed at dismantling age old inequities within the Hindu personal laws. Dr.
Ambedkar’s legal acumen carved a path toward render justice, championing the rights of Hindu women
in matters of marriage divorce and inheritance. His efforts laid the foundation for a more egalitarian
society where women could assert their rights with newfound vigor.”

In the crucible of legislative action, Dr. Ambedkar’s tireless endeavors gave birth to the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act.” This transformative piece of
legislation became a bulwark against atrocities inflicted upon marginalize communities providing a
shield of legal protection. Dr. Ambedkar’s foresight recognized the imperative of not just legal and
equality.

LESSONS FROM HIS LIFE :
Dr. Ambedkar’s life unfolds as a compelling narrative that transcends geographical boundaries

offering universal lessons for human rights struggles worldwide. His journey imparts profound insights
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into the mechanisms that drive societal transformation and the ongoing fight for justice. Let’s explore
some of these invaluable lessons.
o EDUCATIONASATOOL OF EMPOWERMENT :

Dr. Ambedkar’s relentless pursuits of knowledge Untouchability to becoming a scholar and a
legal luminary highlight the role of education as a catalyst for social justice and individual liberation.
Dr. Ambedkar’s life advocates for the idea that knowledge is not just power it is a path to breaking the
chains of discrimination.

o THE IMPORTANCE OF LEGALFRAMEWORKS :

At the heart of Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy lies the Indian Constitution a groundbreaking legal
framework that guarantees fundamental rights and seeks to protect vulnerable groups. His meticulous
efforts as the chairman of the Drafting Committee paved the way for a Constitution that stands as a
bulwark against injustice.

o SOCIALMOBILIZATION AND POLITICAL REPRESENATATION :

Dr. Ambedkar’s life teaches us the importance of collective action and political participation.
From leading social movements to advocating for political representation he exemplified the power
of mobilizing communities to demand their right full place in society.” His journey reinforces the
notion that social change is often a collective endeavor requiring active participation and representation
in political processes.

o STRATEGICADVOCACY AND COALITION BUILDING:

Dr. Ambedkar’s approach to advocacy combines unwavering principles with strategic
pragmatism. His ability to build approach to advocacy combines with like —minded individuals and a
group demonstrates the effectiveness of a strategic approach to social change.” Dr. Ambedkar’s life
encourages us to blend principles with pragmatism navigating the complex landscape of social
transformation. In essence Dr. Ambedkar’s life is not just a chapter in Indian history it is a universal
guide for those engaged in human rights struggles globally. His legacy transcends borders, offering a
blueprint for leveraging education, legal frameworks social mobilization, and strategize advocacy in
the pursuit of justice and equality, Dr. Ambedkar’s life is a testament to the enduring power of the
human spirit to overcome oppression and carve a path toward a more just and equitable world.
CONCLUSION :-

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s narrative transcends the boundaries of personal triumph it serves as a
compelling testament to the indomitable spirit of human resilience and an unwavering commitment
to the cause of human rights. In a world still contending with pervasive issues of inequality and

discrimination. Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy shines as a beacon of hope. His enduring contributions resonate
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as a powerful reminder that the pursuit of a just and equitable society is not merely essential but also

within our grasp.
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Abstract :

The 1902 meeting in Calcutta between Rabindranath Tagore and Okakura Tenshin fostered a
significant cultural exchange that linked the Indian Swadeshi movement with Japanese Pan-Asianism.
Their dialogue challenged Western colonial art and ideology, promoting an alternative, united Asian
aesthetic and philosophical identity.Rustom Bharucha, has produced an informative and insightful
narrative on the spiritual friendship between Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) and Okakura Tenshin
(1862-1913). Set against the volatile backdrop of the anti-English Swadeshi movement in Bengal,
and Japanese imperialism of the late Meiji period, this book questions Ideas of Asia through encounters
between these two iconic figures: Tagore as India’s national poet and the first Asian Nobel Prize
winner, and Okakura as the internationally renowned Japanese art historian and curator for the Japan
Institute of Fine Arts (Nihon Bijutsuin), the Tokyo Fine Arts School and the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston. These two men of culture held very different views towards Asia as they did towards each
other; while Tagore stood for universal humanism, Okakura was branded an imperialist and even an

‘ultra-Nationalist’.
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Introduction :-

This Article highlights about the two asian intellects Tagore and Tension,as both were the
belivers in pan asianism . The intellectual partnership between Okakura Tenshin and Rabindranath Tagore,
highlighted by their 1902 meeting in Calcutta, was pivotal in fostering early 20th-century pan-Asianism
and connecting Eastern aesthetics. While rooted in shared cultural ideals, their friendship also featured
distinct differences regarding Japanese imperialism and humanism. In an Article Another Asia by
Rustom Bharucha mentions Another Asia, well researched and lucidly written, is a remarkable
achievement. It undertakes an original project as much in forging new ground in its critical engagement
with friendship between “two luminaries of Asia,” “break(ing) earlier myths of inter-Asian unity” (p.
xv), as in delineating the political pressures on artists during times of global crises, as during world
wars [ and II. Lessons of the past are represented for readers in our post-9/11 era.

Another Asia makes significant contributions to the fields of Asian studies (linking South and
East Asia) and area studies, where Bharucha rethinks national and linguistic boundaries by deploying
contemporary theories on postcolonialism and globalization. Bharucha is an established scholar with
several pathbreaking books on theater and seminal essays on intercultural performance. His progressive
politics never lose sight of his base in Calcutta, India.

Bengali poet Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) and the Japanese art historian and curator
Okakura Tenshin (also known as Okakura Kakuzo, 1862—1913). Their friendship was an ideological
and aesthetic meeting of minds that helped shape the pan-asian movement in the early 20th century.
Key aspects of the Friendship :- The key aspects of their friendship include are as follows :-

. The 1902 Encounter : The two luminaries first met in Calcutta in 1902, when Okakura traveled
to India. This period coincided with the anti-british swadeshi movement in Bengal and the modernizing
Meiji era in Japan.

. Shared Pan-Asian Vision : Both men dreamt of a revitalized Asia that celebrated its own
distinct cultural, spiritual, and aesthetic heritage. While Okakura’s rallying cry was “Asia is one,”
Tagore focused more on universal humanism and ultimately warned against the dangers of aggressive
nationalism

. An Idealized Bond : Their relationship is notable because it was largely defined by a silent,
mutual affection and respect rather than extensive documented correspondence. They were
cosmopolitans who deeply valued each other’s commitment to art and the revival of Eastern philosophy.
. Profound Cultural Exchange : Okakura was closely aligned with figures like Sister Nivedita
and heavily influenced the Bengal School of Art. Tagore, who famously wrote the national anthems

for India and Bangladesh, later founded the university of Santiniketan to build upon these cultural
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legacies.

Tagore’s View of Art as a Vehicle for Cultural and Spiritual Expression : has never been
a secret that art is a potent means of expressing culture and both Rabindranathan Tagore And Okakura
Tenshin regarded art to be the center of cultural revival and preservation. Art was not such a Strict
aesthetic form, and these types of thinkers recognized it as a valuable means of communication,
which Embodied cultural and spiritual values. Their ideas on the role of art in the revival of the
cultural life were Very much intertwined with their general philosophies of their identity as a nation,
their cultural Independence and struggle against the colonial and Westernizing influences. Through
analysis of their sides We do not only get the insight on the significant role of art in the formation of
the individual consciousness And collective cultural identity in the period of crisis. As noticed that
Tagore regularly occupied himself in his poems with matters of spirituality, nationalism and intimate
Connection between the person and the sacred. His well known line of songs Rabindra Sangeet was
not just The celebration of Indian music but also a tool of making the country united. These works
were aimed at Helping Tagore make people of India take pride in their culture and awaken this national
awareness towards Fighting the colonialism and rediscovering their identity (Mukherjee, 2018).

On a similar note, Tagore visual art was a platform through which he was able to express his
personal Understanding of a cultural renaissance. His freedom of knowing the Indian culture and
spirituality was Reflected through his paintings which were usually abstract and included numerous
symbolical Representations. The application of art was not, however, thought out by Tagore as a mere
decoration, on the One hand, there was an even deeper root in his philosophy of cultural revival, as he
intended to make Something that would address the soul and intellect of his compatriots (Das, 2019).
which were usually abstract and included numerous symbolical Representations. The application of
art was not, however, thought out by Tagore as a mere decoration, on the One hand, there was an even
deeper root in his philosophy of cultural revival, as His freedom of knowing the Indian culture and
spirituality was Reflected through his paintings which were usually abstract and included numerous
symbolical representations. The application of art was not, however, thought out by Tagore as a mere
decoration, on the one hand, there was an even deeper root in his philosophy of cultural revival, as he
intended to make Something that would address the soul and intellect of his compatriots (Das, 2019).

The Awaking of Japan published in 1904, Okakura was militant in his Promotion of the Japanese
annexation of Korea, believing outright that Korea Was part of Japan. As he became a stronger
imperialist, Okakura’s rhetoricRevealed schizophrenic symptoms: ‘Japan is and is not a part of Asia’,
‘we are actually not one’. Bharucha illuminates Okakura’s linguistic and ‘cultural schizophrenia’ by

detecting a combination of Englishness and Orientalism in his militaristic logic in the Awaking of the
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East. Okakura wrote the book while he was in Calcutta in 1902, but it was published posthumously;
first in aJapanese translation in 1938 and then in its original English in 1940. Even After his death,
Okakura was complicit in justifying the so-called Greater East Asia War. Performance Paradigm 4
(May 2008) How could Tagore not have been disturbed by Okakura’s contracted notions of ‘One
Asia’? Why did the great poet keep such an enigmatic silence over his friend’s colonial thoughts? In
the longest chapter of Another Asia, Tagore and his repulsion towards Nationalism take centre stage.
Exploiting archival evidence, Bharucha confirms that Tagore had simply not read Okakura’s texts
when they were published. Bharucha points out in the final chapter, that it was not until 1938 that
Tagore painfully confronted his late friend’s staunch militant persona through an exchange of letters
with his younger Japanese Friend, Yonejiro Noguchi. As a response to Tagore’s condemnation of the
Japanese invasion of China, Noguchi defended the war as an inevitability for Which Okakura would
have pledged support were he still alive. In addition to This latency, we learn that Okakura perhaps did
not ask or even want his Indian friend to read his books. Okakura chose to write in English so as not to
address to his Japanese contemporaries, and even less his Indian ones. HisTarget audience was in ‘the
West’ and particularly the United States — his Business base.

Bharucha also points out that Tagore’s omission of Okakura in his lecture in1916 in Japan is
probably related to Tagore’s erasure of his own involvementln the Swadeshi movement against British
colonial rule, in which Okakura wasAlso visible in 1902. Although Tagore wrote an essay entitled
Swadeshi Samalj in 1904, locating the spirit of swaraj (self-rule) in Hindu civilization, Kinships and
everyday life, by 1908 he had gradually withdrawn himself fromPolitical activism. In saying ‘I am
only a poet’, Tagore then consolidated his Rapturous vision of universal humanism by declaring himself
againstNationalism and the modernity of the West. Tagore’s ever-developing poetic license or the
political incorrectness of his views on ongoing issues such as The West, Nation, modernization and
history resulted in a series of Misunderstandings and criticism surrounding his work. After conducting
Extensive analysis of Tagore’s texts, full of ambivalent meaning and Metaphoric richness, Bharucha
aptly concludes this chapter on Nationalism with the following words: ‘the poet’s enduring significance
could lie in the fact that he compels us to reformulate the existing question . . .. | would say thathe is
a profoundly anti-nationalist nationalitarian, whose universality cannot be collapsed into political
internationalism, still less into globalism’ (110).

Emphasis on the Importance of Preserving Indigenous Cultural Practices :-

Another common ideal between Tagore and Okakura was their conviction of the critical

importance of Preserving indigenous cultural practices as a way of preserving national identity. Art

and philosophy were regarded by both thinkers as being necessary to this preservation. For Tagore,
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India’s cultural identity was closely linked with its traditional arts, which he believed to be the spirit
and values of the Indian civilization. Through his poems, songs and plays, Tagore attempted to
encapsulate the essence of the Indian culture and sought a reviving of these arts as a way of reconnecting
with the spiritual roots of India(Sarkar, 2019). His works in which he had put together themes from
Hindu philosophy, Bengali folklore and classical music, was an attempt to liberate India’s cultural
consciousness in a modern setting, indicating the ways by which traditional practices could be made
relevant in a way that adapts themselves to new realities.In Japan, Okakura’s emphasis on the
preservation of the traditional Japanese arts, above all those connected With the tea ceremony,
calligraphy and Zen-inspired art, was a form of preserving the country’s particular asesthetic and
philosophical heritage. Okakura very concerned that Japan’s adoption Westernization in the Sector of
art and culture could be leading to the disappearance of these practices. His writings emphasized the
Fundamental connection between art and culture and held that the indigenous art traditions of Japan
were not The products of the past, but the living manifestation of Japan’s spiritual values. Like Tagore,
Okakura Assumed that art was the crucial element to the preservation of Japan’s cultural integrity in
a fast-changing world.

The Idea of Engaging with Modernity Without Losing Cultural Heritage :-

Both Tagore and Okakura saw the importance of, but insisted that such engagement should not
take place, at any cost, with the fundamental values of their cultures. Rather than rejecting modernization
as such, therefore, Both thinkers attempted to come up with ways in which traditional culture could
coexist with and even enrich Modern developments. In particular, Tagore was far ahead of the times in
this regard. He believed that India had much to gain from advancements of the West, particularly in
the fields of science, technology and education. However, he argued that India had to fit these
advancements in the framework of traditional values. From the perspective of Tagore, the idea of
modernity should not be a one sided iconoclasm of the Ideas of the West, rather it should be a two-
sided interaction that can achieve the goal of allowing India to Retain the essence of its spiritual and
cultural values and to acquire the useful aspects of the constructive elements of modernity at the
same time. He had a vision of a modern India that could assert itself in the Community of nations but
which was grounded solidly in indigenous Indian traditions of art and philosophy. Likewise, Okakura
postulated that the emodernization process of Japan should avoid erosion of its cultural Heritage.
Faced with Western industrialization and aesthetic currents, he proposed a model of modernity that
encompassed traditional Japanese values — especially those that had to do with aesthetics, spirituality,
and the Natural world.

He proposed a Japan, which could take the results of the western technology and industrial
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Processes and combine it with the cultural uniqueness. The attempts of Okakura were directed to
ensuring That the idea of Japanese modernisation was not swept away by the ideas of philosophy and
aesthetics that Had ruled the country centuries.Conclusively, Tagore and Okakura are — much like —
equally concerned about preserving their cultures amid Western colonialism and westernization. Both
men demanded a new impulse of native national cultural Inclinations and application of art and
philosophy in national identity protection. However, they never Ignored the worth of engaging with
modernity but made it a condition that engaging with modernity should Not be done at the peril of the
constitutive heritage of culture. Their ideals are a very strong vision of how Traditions can develop in
the conversation with the modernity, and can teach a lot to contemporary Discussions on cultural
preservation in the globalised world.

Artistic Consciousness :

The Role of Art in Cultural Revivallt is common knowledge that art has always been a great
expression of culture, and both Rabindranath Tagore and Okakura Tenshin regarded art as the core of
cultural restoration and maintenance. To such Minded thinkers, art was not a highly aesthetic thing
but rather a significant channel of communication which was receptive to cultural and spiritual beliefs.
Their ideas about the place of art in the revival of the cultural Life were closely interwoven with their
general philosophies related to the national identity, cultural Independence of their country and their
struggle against the impact of the colonial powers and Westernization. We also learn about the
significance of art in the process of creating an inner world and Collective cultural identity in the
moments of crisis by examining their sides.

The Role of Art in Shaping Cultural Consciousness and National Identity :-

Both Tagore and Okakura became aware that art was basic to the cultural consciousness and
national identity. They did not regard art as an individual problem, on the contrary, they saw it as a
collective entity that had a Role to play in the broader social and political environment. Both
philosophers considered works of art as Manifestation of cultural ideas and social values and was
influential in comprehending ones place in the World by the individuals and societies. Tagore’s work
was tied inextricably, for example, with his vision of The independent India, with a vigorous culture.
His expressions through art was meant to bring feeling of Unity, and pride in the rich cultural heritage
of India particularly in this ages, when India was under the rule Of the British. Through his poetry,
songs and his visual art, Tagore attempted to fight the colonial version of India which often portrayed
her as a spiritually poor and culturally backward nation. Instead he focussed on The greatness of
Indian civilisation and forced himself to think about its spiritual depth and ability to have a Contribution

to the international cultural dialogue. His art was a rallying cry to cultural self-assertion, and Was
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meant to inspire a generation of Indians to reconnect with their heritage and to reclaim their national
Identity from the forces of colonial domination.

To sum up, both Tagore and Okakura considered art to be a good means of cultural revival
which will also Help teach the artistic consciousness to the respective societies. Whether through
Tagore’s multi-disciplinary Approach to art as spiritual and cultural expression of the Indian national
identity, or Okakura’s focus on the Spiritual and aesthetic aspects of Japanese art, both thinkers
understood the role of art in the formation of Cultural consciousness. By connecting art with the
broader themes of cultural and spiritual revival, both Tagore and Okakura helped to cement the place
of artistic expression as a cornerstone of national identity against the cultural pressures from the
outside. Their work continues to be a testament to the power of art in Cultural rebirth.

The contents of pan-Asian thought :-

Okakura Tenshin (also known as Okakura Kakuzo) was one of the most prominent early
architects of Pan-Asianism thought. He believed in a shared, glorious, and spiritual Asian identity in
the face of aggressive Western materialism, famously opening his 1903 book The Ideals of the East
with the declaration, “Asia is one.” At the same time that the pan-Asian movement was becoming
more influential In political circles, its ideology became more concrete and better defined. During
most of the Meiji period, as Takeuchi Yoshimi has pointed out, Asianism was a loose set of ideas
rather than a coherent ideology.58 Takeuchi Had in mind the activities of pan-Asian activists who,
without adhering to a clearly defined ideology but rather out of vague and romantic feelings of “Asian-
ness,” supported independence and revolutionary movements in Various Asian countries. Particularly
well-known are the efforts of the early Kokuryukai members in assisting the early uprisings of Sun
Yat-sen and the Anti-American uprising of Emilio Aguinaldo (1869—1964) in the Philippines, The
struggle of Miyazaki Toten for the cause of Sun Yat-sen,59 the efforts of Oi Kentaro (1843—1922) to
assist Korean reformers and the assistance given by Soma Aizo (1870—1945) to Indian revolutionary
Rash Behari Bose (1886—1945).60 Since many of these activists were connected to the early
Movement For Freedom and People’s Rights (jiyu minken undo), the export of the Revolution to
Asia—a contribution to the overthrow of the ancient régimes in Korea, China, etc. — was a central part
of the motives of these activists.

Okakura Tenshin (1862—-1913) in Ideals of the East claimed that “Asia is One,” meaning an
Asia Comprised of Indian ideals, Chinese ethics, and Japanese destiny. Asianism as An ideological
inclination appealing for unity under Japanese leadership had Become an influential idea in Japanese
society by the beginning of the twentieth Century.Furthermore, with the coming of the Showa era

(1926-89), the vital Interests that were of life and death significance to the state, and the accompanying
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consciousness of foreign crisis, were redirected toward resisting the Anglo-American powers who
were seeking to prevent what they saw as Japanese attempts to control China. Once again this feeling
of foreign crisis Gave birth to the idea of an Asia rallied beneath the leadership of Japan. For Example,
Ozaki Hotsumi (1901-44), in a series of papers on The Idea of “East Asian Community” and the
Objective Foundation for Its Realization published n the late 1930s, presented a theory enabling
resistance to Chinese ethnic Nationalism (minzokushugi). Namely, he advanced the logic that unless
Japan,China, and Manchuria could at once cooperate through a supra-state body to Harmonize their
fate and conceive a solution to Asian agricultural problems, Asia would be unable to break loose from
a state of semi-colonialism.

Tagore’s views on Pan Asianism :-

Rabindranath Tagore’s vision of Pan-Asianism was fundamentally cultural and ethical rather
than political. He advocated for a spiritual and intellectual alliance across Asian nations to counter
Western imperialism and materialism. However, he fiercely condemned Japan’s militant expansion,
warning that state-driven Pan-Asianism was merely a disguise for a new Asian imperialism.Tagore’s
Pan-Asianism was centered on the belief that Eastern civilizations shared a fundamental ethos
emphasizing spiritual harmony, relatedness, and humanism. Rather than forming an aggressive political
bloc, he believed that Asian countries should reconnect through intellectual, artistic, and educational
exchanges to preserve their unique identities against the tide of Western industrialization and
nationalism. Institutionalizing Unity: To bring this vision to life, Tagore founded the Visva Bharati
University in 1921, establishing it as a premier center for Asian culture and cross-cultural dialogue.
Revisiting "Greater India": He frequently spoke about ancient ties and cultural networks across
Southeast Asia, promoting cooperation based on a shared historical heritage.

Critique of Imperial Pan-Asianism :-

While he initially collaborated with thinkers like Okakura Tenshin, Tagore grew deeply
disillusioned with how the concept was hijacked by Japan. During his 1916 and 1929 visits to Japan,
he publicly criticized the country for adopting the aggressive, profit-driven nationalism of the
West.Tagore argued that driving out Western imperialists only to replace them with an equally brutal
Japanese imperialism contradicted the true spirit of an interconnected Asia. He made his stance clear
on multiple occasions: In his lectures, he warned that a Pan-Asianism driven by power and state
dominance would become a “curse” rather than a blessing.He eventually severed ties with certain
Japanese supporters when he realized they were attempting to use his philosophical rhetoric to

legitimize their military conquests.
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Okakura’s Indian Trip: Japan’s Reach into South-Asia :-

Asia from his university days, Okakura Tenshin accompanied Ernest Fenollosa a professor of
political science, economics, and philosophy at the University of Tokyo on surveys of ancient temples
and art across Japan. Fenollosa’s interest in Japanese Buddhist antiquities was closely linked to the
concurrent rise of European Indology. Thus, Okakura’s connection with India originated during this
period. After graduating from the University of Tokyo in 1880, Okakura became a civil servant at the
Ministry of Education. For around two decades, he conducted domestic and overseas art surveys, as
well as establishing a modern art education system. This continued until 1898, when he resigned
from his positions as the director of art at the Imperial Museum and the president of the Tokyo
School of Fine Arts. This eighteen-year working experience rejects Okakura’s deep involvement in
the Meiji government’s modernization projects. Even after resigning, he con-tinued overseeing the
compilation of History of Art in the Japanese Empire. Therefore, although Okakura held no official
position when he visited India in 1901, this journey can-not be simplistically characterized as a purely
personal cultural activity. The cultural and political nature of Okakura’s India visit is illustrated by
anotherprominent Japanese who traveled to India and other places outside Japan around the same
time: the Buddhist explorer Otani Kozui. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,while Western
explorers headed into Asia, the Otani Expedition led by Otani Kozui be-came the first Japanese team
to penetrate inland Asia. Given Otani’s position as the head of Jodo Shinshu Hongwanjiha sect of
Buddhism, some scholars (Masaaki 2025, p. 187) characterize his continental expeditions not as
national projects, but as purely academic surveys.

However, such interpretations overlook Otani’s hidden connections with the imperial regime.
First, he is the head of Jodo Shinshu Hongwanyji-ha, the Buddhist sect most closely aligned with state
power. Second, his wife Otani Kazuko was the sister of Empress Teimei (consort of Emperor Taisho),
which means the Otani family has direct kinship with the imperial household. Thus, while Otani’s
continental expeditions were not officially commisioned by the emperor, these expeditions should
not be framed as purely academic surveys. The Otani Expedition conducted three continental campaigns
between 1902 and 1914. Though focused on Central Asia, Otani himself visited India multiple times.
While these activities centered on Buddhist scholarship, the frequent appearance of a Japanese
expedition—closely tied to the imperial regime—across Central Asia and India at the turnoff the
20th century was inherently suggestive. Did this expedition from Japan, much like those from the
West, also covet the Asian continent? The answer is yes. Shirasu Joshin’s research on Otani Kozui
and Sven Hedin reveals the significant role that continental explorers of the early 20th century played

in modern diplomacy (Shirasu 2014). Moreover, Shibata Mikio’s research—which reveals Otani
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Kozui’s ambitious plans for tropical agriculture in Taiwan, the Pan-Asian Development Plan, and a
Eurasian railway—Iends significant weight to this line of inquiry (Shibata 2014). Considering this
broader context,Otani’s explorations in Asia appear as a prelude to an emerging Japan’s advance onto
the Eurasian continent.

Conclusion :-

To Conclude this we had get to know that both Tagore and Tensin share great intellectual ideas
as they both share a principle of Pan-Asianism,Historian and cultural critic Rustom Bharucha notes
the distinct lack of physical correspondence but the powerful “spiritual friendship” the two shared.*
We get to know Although their fields Of action were national, colonial India and rapidly modernizing
Japan, both realized that the struggle for Cultural survival was not only political or economic, but also
artistic and spiritual. Tagore regarded art as a Living force that could arouse a society from within.
Through poetry, music, education, and the visual, he Attempted both to reconnect people to the inner
cultural resources of India, as well as keeping a humane Openness to the world. Okakura, in similar
spirit, defended Japanese and more general Asian aesthetics Against Western artistic domination. By
making traditional practices such as the tea ceremony and classical Art into spiritual and philosophical
experiences, he came to argue that cultural forms were a cargo of a Nation’s soul and required
protection from careless imitation and the loss of the cultural. At the core of the thinking on both
thinkers is a similar commitment: cultural identity must be preserved, but Not at the cost of freezing
culture in the past. They believed modernity could be engaged thoughtfully —Taking what is useful —
but safeguarding the values and beauty and wisdom that had its roots in indigenous Traditions. Their
cultural revival projects therefore become models of balance: resistance, but not isolation;
Modernization, but not self-erasure. At last their ideas were inspired by those million people not

only Asia but all over the world.
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